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YAN youth attend national conference 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

YAN youth council and 
their sponsors attended a 4 day 
UNITY (United National In- 
dian Tribal Youth) conference 
in Washington, D.C. from 
July 10-14. With the theme 
of "Strengthening Self-Iden- 
tity and Defining the "U” in 
U N ITY," gave the participants 
ample opportunity to discuss 
issues that affected them as an 
individual and as a group. 

M ore than 1800 attendees 
converged at the nation's Cap- 


ital with representation from 
over 200 Indian tribes across 
America and internationally 
indigenous youth from New 
Zealand Taiwan and Canada. 

M ary Kim Titla, exec- 
utive director for UNITY at 
the M esa, A rizona office 
was in contact with the Na- 
tion's paper after the confer- 
ence. "What an amazing site 
it was to see all the youth and 
their advisors from around the 
world. There was so much 
positive energy in one place. 
It was magical. I'm so grateful 
to sponsoring tribes like the 


Yavapai-Apache Nation for 
supporting UNITY youth pro- 
grams,” said Titla. 

Titla is the daughter of fa- 
mous Yavapai-Apache Nation 
Indian artist, Philip Titla. Fa- 
ther Titla's great grandfather 
is Captain Smiley of Camp 
Verde, a notorious A pache 
scout often seen in a photo- 
graph holding a rifle in front 
of a wikiup in the Nation's 
government buildings. 

The extra bonus for one 
YAN youth, Joel Beauty, who 
is president of the Nation's 
youth council in M iddle Verde 


was to be in the same room 
with Michelle Obama who 
told the White House Youth 
Conference, "Every single one 
of your lives is precious and 
sacred and you definitely have 
a President and a Frist Lady 
who have your back." 

Young Beauty had to com- 
plete a pre-conference proj- 
ect to be eligible to participant 
in the special meeting with 
Obama. 

Beauty's mother, YA N 's 
First Lady Nadine, took the 


See Conference on 7 



Yavapai-Apache Nation members visit with First Lady Mi- 
chelle Obama. Photo courtesy of Nadie Beauty 


Grand Opening 



Amy Mendoza, top, the oldest 
member of Yavapai-Apache 
Nation at 90 years old, cuts the 
Grand Opening ribbon for the 
Market Place. At right, future 
Miss Yavapai-Apache? Top photo 
by Don Decker, YAN News 

Market Place, the 
Nation’s latest 
business venture 
draws large crowd 



By Don Decker 

YAN News 

T he doors officially opened with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony at the Market Place, a 
new convenience market on Saturday, July 
18. 

This event attracted a large number of people 
from the Nation and the Verde Valley. Replete with 
the sounds of Apache Spirit, a country band from 
Whiteriver, kept the crowd entertained for the dura- 
tion of the day. 

Over 200 visitors joined the festivities by tak- 
ing advantage of a cookout prepared by the Nation's 
Wildland Fire Crew firefighting crew under the di- 
rection of Brian M arquez. 

Before the official grand opening, a small group 
from the Nation gathered in front of the Market 
Place at 6 a.m. to participate in a blessing by San 
Carlos A pache medicine man Harold Kenton. 

Kenton spoke briefly about his traditional family 
ties to Apache families from the area and explained 
the meaning of the old Camp Verde songs and the 
traditional name of a nearby mountain as he sang 
that morning. 

Lucas Evans and Darin Smith, Nation's members 
drummed and sang along with Kenton for the bless- 
ing. 

Around 10 a.m. more people began to arrive 
as radio commercials were still being aired over 


KVRD-FM which was advertising the event. KVRD 
set up a remote broadcast that morning to play mu- 
sic and interview the Nation's council members. 

Several city dignitaries from the surrounding 
communities that were officially invited by the Na- 
tion's executive office attended the grand opening 
as well. 

Carol German, council member from the City of 
Camp Verde, Mayor Diane Joens of Cottonwood, 
Sandy M oriarty, M ayor of Sedona and Jackie Baker, 
council member from the City of Camp Verde at- 
tended this opening. 

"It's beautiful," said Sandy M oriarty, mayor of 
Sedona. "We've always wanted to work together," 
she added. 

Chairman Thomas Beauty spoke to the crowd and 
said that it has always been in the tribe's mind to de- 
velop the area. 

"We are one of the largest employers in the Verde 
Valley," said Beauty in response to the new market. 
"We want partnerships with local towns and gov- 
ernments. The tribe wants to be partners. The tribe 
wants to help. We need to partner. Without you, we 
can't survive. Without us, you can't survive," he 
added as the visiting dignitaries listened intently. 

In reaching out further, Beauty said, "We need to 
open our minds. We need to break down those barri- 
ers that hinder us from moving forward." 


See Marketplace on 2 


Yavapai- 

Apache 

chairman 

attends 

tribal leader 
roundtable 


Yavapai-Apache 
Nation's Tribal Chairman 
Thomas Beauty meets 
with Arizona Governor 
Doug Ducey on July 15. 
Courtesy photo 



From Executive Office of the Nation 

CAMP VERDE - Chairman 
Thomas Beauty of the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation attended Arizona 
Governor Doug Ducey's inaugural 
Tribal Leaders Roundtable Meeting 
on July 15 at the state capital . 

"It is critical not just for Tribes, 
but for all Arizonans, that the Gov- 
ernor have dialogue with Arizona 
Tribes. A vast majority of Arizona 
is tribal reservations, and in order 
to collaborate on economic devel- 
opment, education and natural re- 
sources, Tribes must have a voice in 
the discussion that eventually leads 
to the development of state policy 
for Arizona. I am appreciative that 


Governor Ducey took the time to 
update Tribal Leaders on his admin- 
istrations work and to hear the con- 
cerns and current issues of Arizona 
tribes," Beauty stated. 

During the Roundtable Meeting, 
Governor Ducey provided Tribal 
Leaders with updates on the A rizona 
budget, health and human services 
policies, natural resources, education 
and provided Tribal Leaders with the 
opportunity to address the Gover- 
nor and discuss issues and concerns. 
Governor Ducey made a commit- 
ment to continue hosting the Tribal 
Leaders Roundtable M eetings and to 
continue to include tribes in the dis- 
cussion process at the state Capitol. 


The ultimate experience 
for a Nation member 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Jennie Harlan, in-coming senior at 
the Verde Valley School in the Vil- 
lage of Oak Creek just returned from 
a 3 Vi weeks stay in M alawi, Africa. 
Harlan is the daughter of Genevieve 
Datsi, tribal judge and Daryl Harlan 
who is employed at housing for the 
Nation. 

An earlier story in this paper high- 
lighted Harlan's plans to depart of 
M alawi. 

Since arriving in Malawi on June 
7 and returning on July 2, Harlan 
had many stories to tell of this ad- 
venture-an educational adventure. 
"We went there to not only help but 
to experience," said Harlan. Into the 
wild Africa in a nearby village of 
Liwonde, she saw elephants, wart 
hogs, water buffalo and crocodiles. 
Harlan said a close encounter with 
an elephant while sitting on the tour 
jeep scared her. One cantankerous 
elephant was adamant in confronting 
the tour group and when the critical 
moment arrived to restart the tour 
truck, the truck wouldn't start for a 
few seconds she said. 


A simple thing as such as the 
winding sound of a camera can upset 
an elephant, said Harlan. 

See Harlan on 2 



Jennie Harlan takes care of a 
child at the Malawi, Africa or- 
phanage. Courtesy photo 
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Gah'nahvah/YaTt' 


EDITORIAL 



I t is an honor 
to be a part 
of a T ribal 
Council that 
is making tre- 
mendous prog- 
ress for our peo- 
ple. 

On J uly 18 myself and the Tribal Council attended 
the grand opening event of the Nation's Market 
Place Convenience Store located in the T unlii tribal 
community. 

Our commitment is to create jobs and to continue 
to diversify our tribal economy while generating ad- 
ditional revenue for the Nation to ensure that our 
tribal government is sustainable. The new Market 
Place provides gasoline and fuel, tobacco products, 
food and grocery products and also serves as a gen- 
eral C-Store for the H ighway 260 corridor. 

In July I accompanied the Nation's Youth Coun- 
cil to Washington, D.C. for the annual UNITY Con- 
ference. I wanted to provide leadership to our Youth 
Council and support our tribal youth. We took a total 
of nine (9) youth, and participated in the President's 
Generations Indigenous Conference and the UNITY 
Conference. 

It is important to instill leadership into our youth 
and for our Tribal Leaders to provide the leadership 
experience to our youth. 

Our Yavapai -Apache youth are our leaders of to- 
morrow. While in D.C. for the National UNITY 
Conference, I also attended several Congressio- 
nal meetings with Senators McCain and Flake and 
Representatives Kirkpatrick, Gosar, Grijalva and 


Sinema. 

There are many issues that challenge the Nation, 
the largest being the Nation's settlement of its wa- 
ter rights. 

During these meetings I had the opportunity to 
discuss critical updates on the negotiation and dis- 
cussion process of water. 

On July 15 I attended Arizona Governor Doug 
Ducey's first Governor's Roundtable with Tribal 
Leaders. Tribal Leaders must always remain active 
with state and federal government. 

Collectively as Tribes, there are many issues that 
impact every single tribe ranging from natural re- 
sources and water to tribal gaming to state policy on 
matters like education and economic development. I 
am confident that Governor Ducey listened to Tribes 
and will continue to work through the issues and 
provide opportunity for Tribes to be active stake- 
holders in A rizona's policy decisions. 

In August, Vice Chairwoman Rubio and I will be 
distributing our M id-Y ear Report to the People. This 
report will contain information and updates from the 
Executive Offices and tribal programs. 

It is our hope that our people will find this infor- 
mation valuable and that the report will provide in- 
formation about current updates from our tribal gov- 
ernment. 

I am honored to serve the people of the Yavapai - 
A pache N ation as Chairman. 

Your opinions and concerns are important to me 
and my office is always open to hearing from tribal 
members. If you would like to schedule an appoint- 
ment, please contact my office at (928) 567-1021. 



Thomas 

Beauty 

Report to the People 


Special thanks for the youth 


Leona 

Wathogoma 

Guest Commentary 


The Yavapai-A pache Youth 
Council attended the largest 
UNITY Youth Conference from 
July 8-14. There were 1800 youth 
and advisor/chaperons who at- 
tended this conference. 

This would not have been possi- 
ble without these individuals who 
went out of their way to donate, 
support, chaperone and believe in 
our tribal youth council. Chairman 
Beauty, for attending the confer- 
ence with us, supported the youth 
and made it possible for us to at- 
tend the U N ITY conference. Chair- 
man represented the Nation and the 
youth very well. He helped us raise 
money with the basketball tourna- 
ment and other fund raising events 
attended youth council meetings 
and has been a great mentor for our 
youth. 

Some of our youth do not have 
a father figure in their lives and he 
has been there for them giving di- 
rection and positive reinforcement. 

Vice-Chairwoman Darlene Ru- 
bio also attended the youth confer- 
ence with us and took good care of 
the youth while we were in D.C. 
She attended all the meetings, took 
photos of all the events and repre- 
sented the Nation very well. It was 
so good to see her smiling face ev- 
ery morning waiting to have break- 


fast with us or join us for lunch or 
dinner, she was so much fun and 
the kids really got to know her. 
Thank you both for your generous 
contributions and mental, spiritual 
and emotional support to the youth. 

I would also like to thank J a- 
mie Fuller for his generous con- 
tribution, Robin Hazelwood, Mc- 
Donalds Brothers, Camp Verde 
Feed store, Indian School Trust 
Fund Committee-Tribal Council 
and many others who donated to- 
wards the UNITY Youth Confer- 
ence. Thank you for believing in 
the youth as they will never for- 
get this conference, it was one of 
a kind. 

I would also like to thank the 
parents who attended this confer- 
ence and who also chaperoned 
their youth, Delbert and Ernes- 
tine Smith, Jessica Herrera, Nadie 
Beauty and Vida Smith. These par- 
ents were awesome, hands up to all 
of them. 

I also would like to thank the 
youth for their superior behav- 
ior, participation and attending all 
the workshops and events. Joel 
Beauty, President, Thomas Her- 
rera, Vice-President, Reyes Her- 
rera, Male Representative, Sicily 
Herrera, Female Representative, 
Nicholas Mendez, Dayton Smith, 
Drake Smith, Daylen Kelley and 
Frank Hernandez, without these 
youth there would not be a youth 
council. We all bonded and had the 
time of our lives. 

Leona Wathogoma 




Myrtle Manuel and Roberta Quail, from left, stop at the Glacier National Park in Montana 
to take in the view. Courtesy photo 


Summer road trios tv the Ouail family 



By Roberta Quail 

Contributing writer 


Once again the Quail's jour- 
ney north to the prairies and 
river valleys of Idaho and 
M ontana. 

In Boise, Idaho, we exit 
north to venture the N ez Perce 
country, to find the streams, 
woodlands and the abundant 
roots and berries of the high 
plateaus. 

The Nez Perce traveled 
widely on the principal rivers 
of the region-the Snake, Clear- 
water, and Columbia-to trade 
with their neighbors. 

While driving through the 
high prairies and plateaus, I 


could only imagine the Wars 
and what Chief J oseph and his 
band went through. 

Still going north we entered 
the Coeur D' Alene Indian 
Reservation, stopped at all the 
places of interest, looked for 
arts and crafts and stayed at 
the their casino resorts. 

Then, it was time to journey 
east to Montana, It seemed 
like we were so high up in the 
mountains on our way it felt 
like we were going downhill 
all the way into M issoula. 

We drove around hoping 
to spot "Rob," but nobody 
looked like him, continuing on 
through Flathead Country and 
ending up at the Glacier Na- 


tional Park, known to Native 
Americans as the "Backbone 
of the World.” 

This magnificent place was 
breath taking, the beauty, cold 
weather, rain and snow al- 
lowed us to make use of our 
coats we packed. 

We reached our turning 
point and started back down- 
hill. 

It was out of Montana and 
back into Idaho, now visiting 
the Shoshoni-Bannock Res- 
ervation, we found many im- 
provements made. 

This time they had a casino/ 
resort, a market place and their 
awesome arts and crafts gift 
shops. 


Marketplace 

From Page I 

The tribal council has been 
planning the Market Place 
since its inception in 2012. "I 
want to thank the tribal coun- 
cil. Without their support, 
the Market Place wouldn't 
be where it is today," said 
B eauty. 

Vice Chairwoman Dar- 
lene Rubio made some addi- 
tional remarks about the M ar- 
ket Place and its development. 
Rubio referred to a recent 
trip of the Nation's youth to a 
youth conference in Washing- 
ton, D.C. "This displays ex- 
actly what took place in Wash- 
ington, D.C. earlier with our 
youth-unity (UNITY is the na- 
tional Indian youth group that 
conducted the conference). 

Our future relies on unity, 
especially among our sur- 
rounding municipalities and 
business entities. Without each 


other, no one survives," said 
Rubio. She also introduced the 
members of the tribal council 
in attendance. 

In the tradition of opening 
new businesses in America, a 
large red ribbon with a beauti- 
ful bow tied to it was stretched 
in front of the doors to the 
store. At the very last second, 
Chairman Beauty slated to 
cut the ribbon, summoned the 
eldest person of the Nation, 
90-year-old A my M endoza, an 
Apache matriarch, was guided 
to the front to do the honors of 
cutting the ribbon. This was 
met with elation and applause 
as the entourage made their 
way past the cut ribbons into 
the new store. 

Margie Campos, public re- 
lations assistant for the Na- 
tion conducted various free 
giveaways and raffles. The 
top prize for the final give- 
away was a vintage Coke ice 
box reminiscent of old fash- 
ion tin boxes made in the late 


30s which went to Donald 
and Judy Stevens of Yavapai- 
A pache Nation. 

The Nation's tribal council 
also conducted their own raf- 
fle giveaways as brilliant red 
t-shirts with the Nation's logo 
were given out. The grand 
prize for the Nation’s coun- 
cil's raffle giveaway was a 
dinner for two at The Story 
Teller's fine dining at the Cliff 
Castle Casino. 

With gas prices at $2.78 
per gallon for regular for the 
grand opening, customers con- 
tinued their fuel purchases 
days after the grand openi ng. 

After two weeks since the 
opening of the store, area cus- 
tomers from nearby places 
such as the Out of Africa out- 
door animal park and county 
employees of the Yavapai 
County Superior Court have 
had nothing but praise for the 
Market Place according to 
store employees. 


Letters to the Editor 


yan 

Constitution 

unclear 

EcEtor: 

I have brought this up in the 
past and nothing has ever been 
done about it, so I am putting 
it to the editor and readers. 

Our Yavapai-A pache tribal 
leaders have always said that 
the YAN Constitution is the 
Law of our land, the Law of 
our nation, and therefore, our 
leaders have always said, they 
strictly adhere to the provi- 
sions of the tribal Constitu- 
tion in all their actions or in- 
actions. 

In regards to tribal member- 
ship, in order to be enrolled 
on our Yavapai-A pache rolls, 
the rule of law followed by the 
Yavapai-A pache Nation and 
its Enrollment Department 
is that applicants must have 


one-quarter (1/4) blood quan- 
tum of Indian blood - Yavapai, 
Apache, or, Yavapai-A pache 
blood. The Yavapai-A pache 
Nation's Constitution 

-Amended in 1992: 

Article II - MEMBERSHIP. 

Section 1. Requirements. 

(a) All persons of Indian 
blood whose names appear on 
the official census rolls as of 
April 1, 1934, the supplement 
of January 1, 1936. 

(b) All children born to any 
member who are one fourth 
(1/4) or more Indian blood. 

(c) All persons who are one 
fourth (1/4) or moreYavapai- 
A pache Indian blood. 

(d) All persons who qual- 
ified for and were accepted 
into membership under the 
membership requirements 
contained in the Constitution 
or By-Laws of the Yavapai- 
Apache Indian Community, 
AZ, adopted October 24, 1936 
and approved by the Secretary 


of the Interior on February 12, 
1937, as amended on J une 21, 
1937, and approved August 5, 
1947. 

(Adoption.. ..is the following 
section & omitted as not rele- 
vant here.). 

At Article II, Section 1 (b), 
the Constitution expressly 
states "ANY CHILDREN 
BORN TO ANY MEMBER 
WHO ARE ONE-FOURTH 
(1/4), OR MORE Indian 
BLOOD. "which means: a 
child or children born to a 
1/4 tribal member (AND IS, 
THEREBY, ONE-EIGHTH 
(1/8) BLOOD QUANTUM ) 
ISATRIBAL MEMBER! 

SO, WHY ARE ALL OUR 
YAN'S 1/8 CHILDREN DE- 
NIED MEMBERSHIP? 

THE Constitution is not be- 
ing followed! 

Genevieve Stacey-Wricjrt 
YAN Elder 


Harlan 

From Page 1 

"There were monkeys ev- 
ery where-the baboons always 
around the guy's house,” she 
said referring to her host fam- 
ily's yard filled with animals. 
Harlan said she had to keep 
an eye on her food on the ta- 
ble as the tamed baboons were 
cleaver in stealing the food off 
of her plate. 

'When in Africa, do as the 
local people do' is a saying 
that held true for Harlan. 

And that was the moment 
when she had to literally 
help with the evening dinner 
by twisting the head off of a 
chicken-a local custom in Af- 
rica. 

Harlan's trip had to do 
more with being involved in 
community service. 

This included actually help- 
ing at a local orphanage in a 
town named Mangochi, by re- 
building a brick building and 
this hands-on experience in- 
volved mixing the mortar and 
laying the bricks. 

This birthing clinic under 
construction was no more than 
12 x 12 in the photos shown 
on the school's website high- 
lighting the school's trip. "The 
little kids from the neigh- 
borhood would be lingering 
around and they tried to talk 
to us and we said, 'We don't 
want help',” Harlan recalled 
about working on the birthing 
clinic. 

While visiting the orphan- 
age, the Verde Valley school 
students brought some 
pre-packaged Ziplock bags 
containing such things as 
gauze, sanitary gloves, alcohol 
sterile pads and plastic pads to 
use on beds. 

These birthing kits are im- 
portant things that are hard to 
come by in third world coun- 
tries said Harlan. 


Harlan's visit to the or- 
phanage was an eye-opener. 
"The youngest we saw was a 
2-week-old and the oldest was 
2 years old. Some of these 
children's parents had died 
while other children had to be 
taken care of for the moment 
and then returned to their par- 
ents," said Harlan. 

The day’s schedule at the 
orphanage was feeding the ba- 
bies in the morning, taking 
them for a diaper change and 
sitting in class where other 
children were being taught. 

A little boy named Hansa 
had taken a special liking to 
Harlan and did 'trust fall s' and 
he would fall with open arms 
into the arms of Harlan. 

Before Harlan went to Ma- 
lawi, she had directed her let- 
tering writing to one of the 
girls named Esther at the or- 
phanage and when she arrived 
there, she was told that the 
child was no longer there but 
in the end, 16-year-old Esther 
was in fact still attending the 
school. 

Esther's parents had wanted 
their daughter to attend a pri- 
vate school. Verde Valley 
School covers the costs of ed- 
ucation at the private school. 

Two students from the 
Verde Valley school had the 
opportunity to witness a live 
birth and a drawing was held 
so that the two selected stu- 
dents could attend the birth 
said Harlan. 

Unfortunately, Harlan was 
not one of the students se- 
lected. 

In the small village of 
Zambo, Harlan and fellow 
classmates gave away used 
eye glasses for two days - 
mostly donated from the local 
Lions Club in Sedona. 

Harlan said some of the 
older children were keen on 
the styles of glasses and re- 
jected some of them but in the 
end, the glasses were accepted 


graciously said Harlan. 

Nearby M t. M ulanji, the 
highest mountain in Malawi 
at 10,000 feet gave the stu- 
dents an opportunity for a hike 
(see the photos on Verde Val- 
ley School Flickr account). 

Harlan went part way but 
didn't complete the hike due 
to leg complications since she 
is on the school's long dis- 
tance running team. 

In Nomalo, which is close 
to the capitol, Harlan and her 
group camped out in tents, 
sleeping bags and mosquito 
nets for a week on concrete 
floors. 

The trip to Africa was a 
learning experience for Har- 
lan. "When you return to 
America, you see everything. 
There are a lot of conve- 
niences we take for granted 
and I feel that a convenience 
can be a bad thing because if 
you get adjusted to one thing, 
you expect it. That's some- 
thing I saw immediately" she 
said. 

Harlan also saw the stark 
contrast between caring peo- 
ple and those who could care 
less. 

"Every person that stops to 
talk to you ask you how you 
are and they genuinely care 
and want to have a conversa- 
tion with you," Harlan said of 
her experience in Africa. 

Does Harlan want to return 
to Malawi someday? "Yes, I 
want to finish that hike up M t. 
Malunji to the peak!" she said. 

Harlan has high aspirations 
and was visiting colleges in 
southern California at press 
time. 
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ELECTIONS 


Nation’s tribal council candidates to participate in a community forum 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

The 13 candidates running for election on 
Sept. 19 will square off in a public meeting 
where they will have the opportunity to state 
their platforms and meet with the Nation's vot- 
ers and ask questions. 


The forum will be held at the Nation's tribal 
chambers on Aug. 15, Saturday at 10 a.m. and 
community members can query the council 
candidates at that time. Each candidate will 
have the opportunity to state their platform, 
and their plans to conduct the business and 
governmental affairs of the nation should they 
be elected. 


M oderator 

M ary K im Titla, an enrolled member the San 
Carlos Apache tribe will moderate the forum 
with questions presented to the council candi- 
dates. 

Titla is the executive director of UNITY, a 
national Indian youth organization that just 
completed an Indian youth conference in 


Washington, D.C. at the beginning of July. In 
addition, Titla was also a news reporter for 
NBC-KPNX Channel 12 in Phoenix for sev- 
eral years. 

There will only be one election with the 
three candidates receiving the highest number 
of votes to be installed as the new tribal coun- 
cil members. The candidates are as follows: 


Jaime 
Valles 

M y 
name is 
Jaime 
Valles. 

I am 27 
years old 
and reside 
on the 
Clarkdale 
Reservation. I am the father 
of my four beautiful daughters 
Kiarah, Peyton, Olive and my 
new baby that was born this 
year in April, Omee Valles. 

I was born and raised on the 
M iddle Verde Reservation. I 
am the son of Celestina Valles 
and the grandson of J anie 
Valles of Camp Verde. 

I have worked for the 
Yavapai Apache Nation since 
I was 18 years old. I was first 
employed with the YAN Rec- 
reation and was with them 
for seven years. And now I 
am currently working with 
the Yavapai Apache Tribal 
Housing as a floater, which 
I do different job duties such 
as Maintenance, Secretarial 
work, and Ware house duties. 

As many of you who know 
me, I volunteer in many 
events that the Nation puts on 
such as Housing BBQ's they 
put on for the tenants and thei r 
families, Earth day outings, 
Child Abuse awareness, and 
of course Recreation activities 
for the youth. I usually am the 
one who is in charge of the 
kids since that is what I am 
best known for. 

I am running for Tribal 
Council for many reasons. Be- 
ing employed with the Nation 
for many years I have seen 
what we need and what we 
struggle with as a community. 

For one, Tribal employment 
is my biggest reason. I think 
every tribal member should 
have the chance to learn a job 
that we have here with the 
tribe. How are our people sup- 
posed to learn if they are not 
given the opportunity to make 
a change to better their lives. 

Also the youth in the com- 
munity need more help from 
the nation with all the sub- 
stance abuse issues going on 
with the younger generation. 
Working with the Recreation 
and seeing how the kids grow 
up, we need services to pro- 
vide families who need help 
to prevent issues when their 
kids become teenagers. 

These are just some exam- 
ples of issues our N ation has. 

I may not have experience 
in gaming or working with the 
higher up management peo- 
ple, but I know the basic facts 
of what the Nation needs from 
being a tribal member and 
growing up here in the com- 
munity. 

I am honest and admit that 
I don't have much experience. 

But how can I learn if I am 
not given the chance. I know 
that not many young people 
have tried to run for council, 
but this is a start for the young 
generation to step up and want 
to learn about how are Tribe 
operates. 

This is me and I may not 
know all the answers, but give 
me the chance to prove myself 
and make a difference for our 
Nation. 

Vote for me, Jaime Valles. 
Thank you. 

Libby 
J ohnson 

I a m 
a proud 
m e m - 
ber of the 
Y avapai- 
A pache 
Nation. 

I am the 
d a u g h - 
ter of Morgan & Louise (de- 
ceased) Johnson of Clarkdale, 
Arizona, and proud mother of 
three awesome children and 
grandmother of five wonder- 
ful grandchildren. 

I have worked for the 
Yavapai-A pache Nation for 
many years in the Senior Pro- 
gram — Assistant, Attorney 
General’s Office — Legal 
Secretary, Prosecutor's Of- 
fice — Legal Secretary, Al- 
cohol Substance Abuse Pro- 


gram-Case Manager, Land 
& Water Department— Pro- 
gram Assistant and currently 
the Yavapai-A pache Nation's 
Tribal Gaming Office — Li- 
censing Tech/Office Special- 
ist. My education consist of 
Academy of Business Col- 
lege-Associates Degree/Busi- 
ness Administration, Univer- 
sity of Phoenix — Bache- 
lor Degree/Criminal Justice, 
Blackstone Career Institute — 
Certificates/Paralegal, Crim- 
inal Law I & Criminal Law 
II. The Education experience 
that I have, has paved my way 
with employment throughout 
the Yavapai-A pache Nation. 

My list of competency's 
that I pursue yearly consist of 
C CPA A -Cottonwood Police 
Department, Matforce Coa- 
I iti on-Y avapai County, Mat- 
tie Fields "Think Pink" An- 
nual Basketball Tournament, 
March "REZ" Madness An- 
nual Basketball Tournament, 
Exodus Spirit Run, Clarkdale 
Halloween Party & also orga- 
nize events and parties with 
family & friends within the 
Clarkdale Community. 

I have served on the 
Yavapai-A pache Nation's 
Tribal Council for a three-year 
term (2007-2010) and it has 
been an experience for me due 
to the fact that I have learned 
so much regarding our Na- 
tion’s needs. I know what is to 
be expected when issues arise 
also I will not promise any- 
body anything because I know 
how tough it is to get issues 
across to the Tribal Council 
but I promise to do my best 
and try to exceed your expec- 
tations. 

You the members of the 
Yavapai-A pache Nation will 
be on my mind always when 
it comes to making decisions. 

In closing, I quickly under- 
stood the importance of prepa- 
ration, hard work and respect. 

I also applied these values to 
my endeavors by planning my 
activities for efficiency, work- 
ing on my goals daily and giv- 
ing my body the necessary ex- 
ercise and rest to operate. 

I would like to also utilize 
my knowledge and experience 
and expand on learning if 
elected to the Y avapai-A pache 
Nation's Tribal Council. 

M y upbringing has com- 
pletely supported my endeav- 
ors and for that, I am very 
thankful. 

Lillian 
Raven 
Ross 

M y 
name is 
Lillian 
Raven 
Ross aka 
Raven. I 
am the 
d a u g h - 
ter to the late Rebekah Smith 
and father Robert Lee Pa- 
vatea. My grandmother was 
Lily Wingfield (Yago hi gain 
- White Land People) and 
grandfather Tom Smith (Das 
zine das dain - Porcupine 
M tn. People). 

I bring a lifetime of pro- 
fessional/educational expe- 
rience to my first campaign 
for a Yavapai-A pache Nation 
(YAN) tribal council member 
seat. My bloodline consists of 
past family members of lead- 
ers-founders-entrepreneurs to 
various business and depart- 
mental projects, which has 
contributed to the economic 
stability and cultural preserva- 
tion for Yavapai-A pache Na- 
tion's ensured future. 

A Iways and forever, my 
vow of service to my Nation 
has been with a pure heart of 
honesty, integrity, high mor- 
als, and principles. I be- 
lieve in Power to the People 
and Nation we serve. I be- 
lieve we can rise to a stron- 
ger self-sustaining healthy 
people, government, and tribal 
nation to proudly pass onto 
future YAN generations. As 
your elected representative 
I will continue to fight for 
your rights as I have done in 
the past: former YAN Tribal 
Gaming Executive Director, 
YAN Tribal Court Criminal 
Defense Advocate, and YAN 


Tribal Judge. In addition, I 
have advocated against Native 
American racism (M ike/M oily 
Show), advocated/advised the 
Hopi tribe to reclaim ceremo- 
nial masks, and guest lectured 
in Arizona State University's 
non-Native American Politi- 
cal Science classes of Native 
American law/policy/history/ 
gaming (past to present) de- 
termined to breakdown Native 
American stereotypes, dis- 
crimination, and misconcep- 
tions about our Native Peo- 
ples. Further, I advocate for 
stronger Off-reservation tribal 
members inclusion of par- 
ticipation with the On-reser- 
vation tribal members. Your 
voice-engagement is integral 
to YA N ’S continued tribal 
sovereignty as a united tribal 
nation. 

I have lived off the reserva- 
tion for most of my life and 
can relate to you and your 
families' struggles, desires, 
and dreams to succeed be- 
cause I too have experience 
the same hardships. I ex- 
tend my hand to you for as- 
sistance. Vote for Your Voice 
to Be Heard on Tribal Coun- 
cil. I'm NOT a Career Politi- 
cian. I' am the Nation’s Tribal 
People's Advocate. The 
time has come for Real Posi- 
tive Change for YAN's Tribal 
M embers/Nation. 

Relatives, it would be an 
honor to serve ALL of Y ou, 
therefore, I humbly seek your 
VOTE on September 19, 
2015. Thank You. 

Education: 

M aster of Arts Interdisci- 
plinary Studies Degree 

Concentrations: Native 
American Federal Law/Pol- 
icy/History/Economics, A mer- 
ican Political Science 

(Arizona State University 
2012 ). 

Bachelor of Applied Sci- 
ence/P re- Law Degree 

Concentrations: Native 
American Federal Law/Pol- 
icy/History/Economics, Crim- 
inal/Business Law, American 
Political Science (Arizona 
State University 2007). 

Associate of Applied Sci- 
ence/Tribal Court Advocacy 
Degree 

Concentrations: Native 
American Federal Law/Pol- 
icy/History/Economics, A mer- 
ican/State Criminal- Civil 
Law (Phoenix College 2003). 

Tribal Judges Training (Na- 
tional J udicial College 1998). 

U .S. Bureau of Indian Af- 
fairs Law Enforcement Acad- 
emy (Brigham City, Utah 
1978). 

Lorna 
H azelwood 

Lorna 
Hazelwood 
has a 30- 
year career 
working 
in Tribal 
G o v e r n - 
ment with 
a focus 
on social and economic de- 
velopment improvements for 
the tribal communities of the 
Y avapai-A pache N ation. 

Lorna graduated from Has- 
kell Indian J r. Co. with a 
A.A.S. Degree and expanded 
her experience and knowl- 
edge by engaging and learning 
about the Tribal Government 
and its operations since 1984. 
Lorna has successfully served 
the Nation as a past and pres- 
ent Council member. 

Lorna has three grown chil- 
dren and three grandchildren 
and lives and resides on the 
Middle Verde Reservation 
with her companion of 31 
years. 

Supported improvements 
and changes in the last three 
years as a council member. 

1. Fiscal M anagement 

2. Fiscal Accountability and 
Responsibility for Tribal and 
non-Tribal 

3. Enterprises and T ribal 
Government Routinely 

4. Positive Diversification 
for Nation's Financial Port- 
folio 

5. Implementation of In- 
creased B ed Tax for C I iff C as- 
tle Lodge (long overdue) 

6. Approving new Transac- 






tion Privilege Tax for Busi- 
nesses to Increase Tribal Rev- 
enue Base 

7. Implementing new Reve- 
nue Allocation Plan 

8. Increasing Smoke Shop 
Revenue Tax for the Nation 

Other Improvement and De- 
velopments include: 

Farm and Ranch - Farm- 
ing all available lands for hay 
sales, feed corn and fresh veg- 
etables; building improve- 
ments. 

Waterline and resource sys- 
tem improvements for the 
Tunlii and M iddle Verde Res- 
ervation. 

Installation of new sewer 
force main from 1-17 property 
to M iddle 

Verde; eliminating the high 
cost of hauling affluent water 
and raw sewage. 

Chevron Convenience 
Store; management changes 
and increased tribal employ- 
ment. 

New Marketplace Conve- 
nience Store; increased jobs 
for tribal employment 

New Casino Hotel Develop- 
ment; to be completed by end 
of 2016; increasing job oppor- 
tunities for tribal members. 

Oversight of all Tribal En- 
terprises for continued im- 
provements and increased rev- 
enues. 

Supports Tribal Housing ef- 
forts for new residential home 
development 

Implementation of new Ju- 
venile Code and Domes- 
tic Violence Code; continued 
improvements and needed 
changes for all codes. 

Supports Cultural Preserva- 
tion for both the Yavapai and 
Apache people. 

Lorna respects the opinions 
of others but values indepen- 
dent thinking in her role as a 
leader and is seeking a sec- 
ond term to devote her time, 
loyalty and personal respon- 
sibility to the people of the 
Yavapai-A pache Nation. 

With dedicated effort, hard- 
work and a conscientious 
team Lorna has overseen 
many construction projects for 
the reservation and secured 
federal funding and contrac- 
tors to build a total of nine fa- 
cilities that were needed for 
tribal programs and depart- 
ments including a community 
parks, roads and new Housing 
developments. This includes 
establishing and implementing 
the first M ontessori education 
system for pre-schooler, tribal 
daycare center, enrollment of- 
fice, human resources depart- 
ment still in operation today. 

Lucinda 
(Cindy) 

Nahee 

M y 
name is 
Lucinda 
(Cindy) 

Nahee 
and I am 
ready to 
step up to 
the duties and responsibilities 
held by the Yavapai-A pache 
Nation Tribal Council. We all 
represent the Yavapai-A pache 
Nation; therefore, we should 
always be treated with respect 
and dignity from those we 
have elected to serve us and 
vice versa. 

As a child, awareness of 
any distinction between the 
Yavapai or Apache was not 
evident. Childhood and teen- 
age memories alternated be- 
tween both the Clarkdale Res- 
ervation and Middle Verde 
Reservation. Like all parents 
that have the desire for their 
children to succeed in life, 
higher education was encour- 
aged after high school. The 
decision to enlist in the U.S. 
Army came shortly afterward 
and upon serving a four-year 
tour of duty, received an hon- 
orable discharge. As a life- 
time learner, I recently re- 
ceived a Bachelor's of Sci- 
ence in Health Administra- 
tion/M anagement in M ay 
2015! I have been employed 
by the Yavapai -A pache Nation 
since 2003 until present. 

During this period, there 
have been improvements 
within the Yavapai-Apache 


Nation, as well as financial 
setbacks. The challenges our 
Yavapai-Apache Nation faces 
will always continue to be 
present. The question is will 
we be able to endure the nec- 
essary changes that need to 
take place for our continued 
existence. 

The disharmony within the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation com- 
munities is noticeable and 
plagues our growth and devel- 
opment. Greater transparency 
in tribal procedures is a crit- 
ical concern of the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation's community 
members. 

A mendment of the Y avapai- 
A pache Nation Constitution 
will require constructive input 
from all community members. 
It is evident that the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation's enrollment 
has increased significantly af- 
ter our casino opening. 

With that fact, the demand 
for jobs, housing, health ser- 
vices, and financial assistance 
have increased. Land and wa- 
ter rights issues, health is- 
sues, social service issues, 
substance abuse issues and is- 
sues pertaining to economic 
development must continue to 
be the primary focus of the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation. 

Culture and higher educa- 
tion are readily available, but 
there is a need for greater in- 
volvement. 

Our elders have made it 
possible for us to be here to- 
day. The way we live today 
by no means compares to the 
hard life our elders endured. 
We must remember and be 
grateful for what we have to- 
day. Nya gwowa (grand- 
father) James Johnson. Nya 
gola (grandmother) Effie Sine 
Johnson. Nyajidta (mother) 
Winona Johnson Nahee. Nya 
dala (father) Marcus Nahee. 
Wi puka pav juk, Dolka paya 
jum. Wah hunnigum. 

Thank you Yavapai-Apache 
Nation members for consider- 
ing me, Lucinda (Cindy) Na- 
hee, as your representative on 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
Tribal Council. 

Nancy B. 

Guzman 

M y 
name is 
Nancy B. 

G uzman, 
and I re- 
side on 
the Camp 
Verde 
Indian 
Reservation. I am mar- 
ried and have five children, 
eight grandchildren, two 
great-grandchildren and an- 
other one on the way. 

I attend the Verde House of 
Prayer church located on the 
Middle Verde Reservation, 
and fellowship with the Liv- 
ing Waters Baptist Church. As 
part of my spiritual life, I will 
make honest and truthful de- 
cisions, and I will work and 
support what is right. 

I was elected by the peo- 
ple to serve two terms (2006- 
2009) and (2010-0014) on the 
Y avapai A pache N ati on T ri bal 
Council. 

During my time in tribal 
leadership, I focused on the 
development and encourage- 
ment of tribal youth, promo- 
tion of education, develop- 
ment of the tribal community 
through master planning, eco- 
nomic and community devel- 
opment (new C-Store/Smoke 
Shop/Gas Station in Tunlii, 
completion of the 1-17 Cor- 
ridor Sewer Project, and up- 
coming new Hotel Casino), 
Social developments, pro- 
vide safe drinking water to the 
homes of Tunlii, senior and 
elders activities, new addi- 
tional housing developments, 
restructure the hotel tax code 
to increase revenues, reve- 
nue allocation plan revisions, 
update tribal program codes, 
ordinances and policies that 
govern our Tribal Government 
and Business Operations and 
general service to the people. 

This was accomplished by 
teamwork of the Tribal Coun- 
cil. 

Prior to serving on the 
Tribal Council, I worked in 




various positions throughout 
the Nation including the Ex- 
ecutive Director of the Tribal 
Housing Programs, Adminis- 
trator of the Economic Devel- 
opment Authority, Manager 
of the Nation's Indian Child 
Welfare Act Program, and cur- 
rently working in Finance. 

In addition to providing 
many years of service and 
employment to the Yavapai 
Apache Nation, I served my 
community on a variety of 
boards and committees in- 
cluding Master Planning and 
Indian Housing Planning 
Committee, Business Board 
member of Distant Drums, 
and W hitehi I Is, Inc., Cliff 
Castle Casino Board, UNITY 
Youth Advisor, and many, 
many special event commit- 
tees. 

M ajority of these boards 
and committee were on a vol- 
unteer basis. This has given 
me the experience, knowledge 
and understanding of how the 
different tribal programs oper- 
ate and to make Business de- 
cisions in the best interest of 
the people. 

We need to work towards 
retainable goals and have the 
community's best interest at 
heart. Develop commercial 
properties to generate reve- 
nue and employment for our 
people, expand our wastewa- 
ter system in M iddle Verde, 
stay abreast on our water 
rights settlements and protect 
the flow of the Verde River, 
protect and preserve our heri- 
tage as Indian people, always 
look for ways to improve the 
quality of life for the people 
by creating opportunities for 
education, housing, employ- 
ment, healthy lifestyles (eat- 
ing healthy and fitness), recre- 
ational and cultural activities. 

Tribal council members are 
policy makers and are to pro- 
tect our sovereignty, its eco- 
nomic affairs, provide em- 
ployment to its members, and 
to provide for the welfare of 
the people. 

I am here to listen to the 
concerns of the people and 
have compassion. Have open 
communication with the peo- 
ple on future developments to 
foster input from the commu- 
nity. 



Maureen 
Anne 
Sanchez 
(Deloney) 

M y 
name is 
M aureen 
Anne 
Sanchez 
( D e I o - 
ney). M y 

mother is Naomi Deloney 
(Randall) from Camp Verde. 
A rizona and my father is Phil- 
lip G. Deloney from the Bad 
River Band of the Lake Su- 
perior Tribe of Chippewa in 
Odanah, Wisconsin. 

My mother's mom is Anne 
Datsi from Camp Verde and 
my mom's father is the late 
Mark Randall from San Car- 
los. 

I was born in Long Beach 
but never really lived there 
because my parents left before 
I was a year old. 

I have been in Arizona back 
and for all my life. I grad- 
uated from M ingus Jr. High 
in Clarkdale and went two 
years at M ingus Union High 
School. I graduated from In- 
termountain Inter-tribal High 
School in Brigham City, Utah 
in 1980. 

From there I went back to 
Chicago and attended Harry 
S. Truman City College earn- 
ing an Associate of Arts De- 
gree in Liberal Arts in 1985. 

I lived in Chicago most 
of my life but when I wasn't 
there, I lived in Arizona. 

I got married to J ulio C. 
Sanchez and had two sons: J u- 
lio C. Sanchez Jr. and Joshua 
M . Sanchez. 

I moved back to the Verde 
Valley to be closer to my 
mother. I returned in 2008 
and lived the first two years in 
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Camp Verde and Cottonwood 
until I moved to Clarkdale on 
the reservation. 

In 2010, I got a divorce 
from my husband in Chi- 
cago and have been here in 
Clarkdale ever since. 

I graduated from Yavapai 
College in M ay 2014 with a 
Certificate of Management 
(Applied Science in Manage- 
ment). 

I have worked with the 
Attorney General as a WIA 
(Workforce Investment Act) 
worker then was employed 
at Housing in Tunlii for the 
Nation (M iddle Verde) and at 
Cliff Castle Casino as facil- 
ities administrator, assistant 
warehouse coordinator and fi- 
nally, part-time uniform at- 
tendant. 

In the meantime, I was a 
foster parent and took care 
of my oldest son, who is dis- 
abled, which was hard. 

The last job I had after not 
doing foster care, (my son 
went to a group home) was 
Administrative Assistant for 
the food and beverage depart- 
ment at the Cliff Castle Ca- 
sino. 

I have a strong desire in 
getting elected for the Na- 
tion's council because I see 
that the usual ones or the 
family members run all the 
time. 

Even up in Chicago, I al- 
ways was aware of what is go- 
ing on down here on the res- 
ervation. 

I realize, that with new 
ideas and solutions, I can 
make a difference but I never 
had the chance because no 
one knew about me. 

Members on the council in 
the past promise that they will 
be there for the people not re- 
alizing that you are one per- 
son and your arguments need 
to be everyone's idea for it to 
work on the council. 

I have seen some council 
members stay true to what 
they stand for themselves and 
others just become part of the 
system. 

I am not promising any- 
thing that I don't think I can 
keep but staying true to my- 
self and stand up for the peo- 
ple where need be. 

The elders, seniors, disabled 
and the youth need a voice 
and I want to be that voice for 
them. 

The elders and seniors just 
need to be heard and to be 
useful in the community. 

The disabled have really 
nothing here on the reserva- 
tion for them and I want to 
change that if possible. 

Youth have a lot going for 
them here and I can be the 
voice of the ones that need 
more like the foster children 
and their parents. 

As far as for gaming, I will 
to do the best that I can. 

I am a very quick learner 
and can adapt to what needs 
to be addressed as well as all 
matters that comes before the 
council. 

If you think that the nation 
needs a voice for everyone 
and stay true to themselves 
and the community, I am that 
voice so vote for Maureen 
(Deloney) Sanchez. 

Thank you. 

Please come out to vote in 
September and vote for the 
ones that you think can make 
a difference in our lives, na- 
tion and the community. 

Rachel 
Hood 

Rachel 
Hood 
e p i t o - 
mizes in- 
tegrity, 
energy, 
and hard 
work. 

Since 
2009, Hood has been involved 
in Indian Country and has 
continually worked for posi- 
tive change for Native Amer- 
icans. 

Hood is Executive Director 
of the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
Distant Drums RV Resort and 
currently a Board Member of 
the Arizona Association of RV 
Parks & Campgrounds. 

Before joining Distant 
Drums RV Resort, Hood held 
a seat on the Business Board 
of Directors for the Yavapai- 


Apache Nation, overseeing 
three businesses in the Verde 
Valley. 

With approval from the 
Council, Hood resigned from 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
Business Board so that she 
could learn the RV Industry to 
better help the Nation. 

Hood transformed Distant 
Drums RV Resort's Business 
M odel to become one of the 
most successful RV Resorts in 
the industry. 

Hood is proud of her ac- 
complishments because she 
strongly believes that tribes 
need to exercise self-gover- 
nance systems and to strength 
their sovereign powers. 

Passionate about the tribe, 
the decision to run for Tribal 
Council was key. 

Her goal is to bring vision- 
ary change in a time of eco- 
nomic uncertainty through de- 
velopment of impact polices 
for the Yavapai-Apache Na- 
tion. 

Her professional experience 
and business acumen make 
her a strong candidate. 

Her tribal background and 
past work experience has en- 
abled her to assist Native 
American Businesses seeking 
federal, state, and local gov- 
ernment contracts as a Pro- 
curement Specialist. 

She helped coordinate and 
manage Reservation Eco- 
nomic Summit (RES) for the 
National Center for Ameri- 
can Indian Enterprise Devel- 
opment, a N ative A merican 
Business Conference, which 
has an attendance of Tribal 
Dignitaries, Native American 
Business Owners and Lead- 
ership. 

The strengths that Ra- 
chel Hood will bring to the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation in- 
clude: 

Profit Growth Strategies: 
development of an operational 
plan, which incorporates goals 
and objectives that work to- 
wards the strategic direction 
of the organization/govern- 
ment. 

Procurement assistances: 
provide critical opportunities 
to connect with agency buy- 
ing officers, prime contractors 
and other businesses that may 
offer collaboration or subcon- 
tracting opportunities. 

Leadership: responsible 
for successful leadership and 
management of the organiza- 
tion to the strategic direction 
set by Tribal policies. 

Hood is an individual with 
a passion for her community 
with a devotion to results. 

She fully understands the 
need for transparency within 
the community and her tribal 
background and focus on 
community collaboration will 
allow her the opportunity to 
attain this goal. 

This theme has always been 
relevant in her role as the Ex- 
ecutive Director at Distant 
Drums RV Resort. 

She desires to utilize her 
business acumen, commit- 
ment and her professional 
expertise in long-term eco- 
nomic growth for the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation. 

Her other positions have in- 
cluded Marketing Specialist 
for National Center for Amer- 
ican Indian Enterprise Devel- 
opment, Procurement Spe- 
cialist for the American In- 
dian Chamber of Commerce 
of California PTAC, and Ad- 
ministration Assistant of the 
Public Relations office at 
Yavapai-Apache Nation. 

She holds a Bachelor of 
Arts in Business Administra- 
tion from the University of 
Washington and a Bachelor of 
Arts in Visual Communication 
from Collins College. 

Now you have the power to 
change the political landscape 
of the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
community and change you 
can believe in — Vote Hood! 

Raymond 
Trujillo 

M y 
name is 
Raymond 
Trujillo. 

I a m 
Yavapai, 

A pache, 
and La- 
guna. 

I am 55 years old and a res- 
ident of Cottonwood, A rizona. 

I was born in Prescott, Ari- 
zona, to the parents of Patricia 
and Herbert Trujillo. 


M y grandmother is Daisy 
Quesada Russell and my 
grandfather is Henry Russell. 
I spent my early childhood 
living on the Clarkdale Res- 
ervation and my school years 
were spent in Prescott. 

I voluntarily joined the 
Marine Corp in 1977, where 
I served four years and was 
honorably discharged. 

I moved to West Texas 
where I worked in the oil field 
for eight years. 

I returned to the Verde Val- 
ley in 1990, where I resided 
on the M iddle Verde Reser- 
vation, until I moved off the 
reservation and purchased 
my own home in Cottonwood 
with my wife of 23 years. 

I have two daughters, one 
that has graduated from M in- 
gus Union High School and 
another that lives in New 
M exico. 

I am an active member of 
Emmanuel Fellowship church 
in Cottonwood. I also volun- 
teered at Verde Valley M ed- 
ical Center for two and half 
years in the emergency de- 
partment. 

I owned an excavation and 
paving S corporation for 13 
years until the great recession 
of this century. 

It was at this time in 2010 
that I returned to college at the 
age of 50. I graduated from 
Yavapai College with an As- 
sociate degree in 2013. 

I furthered my education at 
Northern Arizona University 
where I received my Bache- 
lor's degree in Applied Hu- 
man Behavior and a minor in 
Business Entrepreneurship at 
the end of June, 2015. 

In summary, my 55 years 
has given me great insight 
and knowledge, enabling me 
to become a positive minded 
tribal council member. 

Why Should You Vote for 
Raymond Trujillo? 

Here are several reasons 
why: 

First, I am a new candidate 
with a college degree in hu- 
man behavior and business 
entrepreneurship. 

I am well versed in business 
plan writing and I understand 
how and what it will take to 
move the Y avapai -A pache N a- 
tion forward into the next de- 
cade. 

Second, my human behav- 
ior education will help me to 
understand many of the so- 
cial issues that face our na- 
tion, and how these problems 
can be resolved. 

I believe that change is 
needed in the tribal council 
in order for the nation to see 
success. 

Third, some of my positive 
character traits are compas- 
sion, integrity, honesty, re- 
sponsibility, and resourceful- 
ness. 

Fourth, I will work together 
with fellow council members 
to make a better YAN. 

A strong council is needed 
in order to move the nation 
into new and different busi- 
ness venues. 

This way we all prosper. 

Fifth, while I was at NAU, I 
wrote an organizational anal- 
ysis on the YAN; this opened 
my eyes to our constitution 
and how it serves our nation. 

I believe that many of our 
people don't understand when 
and how the constitution was 
written. "With change, our na- 
tion can move in a positive 
forward direction." 

That is why it is important 
for you to cast your ballot and 
vote for R ay mond Truj i 1 1 o. 

Robert 
J ackson, 

Sr. 

D a h - 
goh-teh 

N d e 
geh goh 
hee "He- 
g I o h e h " 
holzhe 

E naah 
geh goh hee Robert Jackson, 
Sr. holzhe 

M y parents were Ben and 
Clara Jackson. Both were 
A paches. 

I was born in J erome, 
Arizona and grew up in 
Clarkdale. 

M y academic and profes- 
sional qualifications include 
the following: 

Graduated from M ingus 
Union High School. 

Attended Dyke Business 
College in Cleveland, Ohio 


J oined the M arine Corps 
during the Viet Nam era and 
was given an Honorable Dis- 
charge 

Received an Associates of 
Arts degree in Business from 
Haskell All Nations Univer- 
sity 

Received an Associates of 
Science degree in Accounting 
from Haskell All Nations Uni- 
versity 

Returned to the Phoenix 
area and began working for 
the U.S. Postal Service while 
taking additional classes at 
A rizona State U ni versity 

Eventually transferred to 
Prescott Valley and retired 
from the Postal Service after 
30 years 

Received a Bachelor’s De- 
gree in Business from North- 
ern Arizona University 

I served on the Cliff Cas- 
tle Casino Board of Directors 
for one year then ran for a seat 
on the Tribal Council and was 
elected. 

After serving two years 
on the council, I decided to 
run for Vice-Chairman. I was 
elected and served three years 
that ended in 2013. 

Now, after two years, I have 
decided to re-enter the polit- 
ical arena because I feel the 
tribal people are not being 
fairly represented. 

I believe the main purpose 
of having a tribal council, 
chairman, and vice-chairman 
is to make the whole Nation 
feel safe, secure, and well in- 
formed. 

To feel safe tribal people 
need to know that efforts are 
being made to develop a con- 
crete, long-term business plan/ 
infrastructure with periodic 
benchmarks. 

These concrete plans should 
be developed in a way that 
they can be passed from one 
administration to the next to 
ensure the consistency of the 
specific goals. 

Once in place, these plans 
should be made available to 
all tribal members in tribal 
meetings, the tribal newspa- 
per, or technologically over 
the I nternet. 

Over 400,000 visitors a year 
pass below our casino on their 
way to the M ontezuma Castle 
monument. 

That is where we should 
concentrate our business en- 
deavors. 

Once the plans are made 
the council as a whole or ap- 
pointed council members need 
to have the energy to push, 
encourage, and spearhead 
these plans. 

Also, water in the South- 
west is becoming a valued 
commodity and the local com- 
munities are positioning them- 
selves to take advantage of the 
Verde River. 

We have to bring the nego- 
tiations with Salt River Proj- 
ect to a close and secure our 
water rights for the future of 
the N ation's descendants 

To feel secure the tribal 
people need to know that 
the Tribal Council consists 
of people who have integ- 
rity, pride in representing the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation, and 
have a personal commitment 
to displaying exemplar char- 
acter both on and off our res- 
ervation. 

All the actions of the tribal 
council are reflected on the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation. 

We, as a nation, are proud, 
progressive, and strong, en- 
during people, who have ad- 
justed well to the two worlds 
we live in and the council rep- 
resentatives should magnify 
that pride. 

Lastly, while serving on 
the council I wrote and intro- 
duced a resolution that cut the 
tribal chairman's salary from 
$134,000 to $110,000 and the 
Vice-Chairman's salary from 
$122,000 to $95,000. 

The resolution passed and 
went into effect in 2009. 

Also, in 2010 I wrote and 
introduced the resolution 
eliminating all the severance/ 
appreciation payments be- 
ing made to council members 
once their terms ended; some 
of which amounted up to six 
months of their salaries. 

The resolution passed and 
was implemented in 2010. 

I also made a motion to cut 
the salaries of all the coun- 
cil members by $5,000 from 
$42,000 to $37,000 but my 
motion was never seconded so 
the motion died on the floor. 


The council's recent action 
giving themselves a 35-per- 
cent raise from $42,000 to 
$60,000 definitely does not 
make the Tribal members feel 
safe and secure. 

If elected, I will always be 
an outspoken voice on the is- 
sues that affect the tribal peo- 
ple and their way of life and 
also be fair in my decisions. 

I will champion the con- 
cept that all council members 
should bring progressive ideas 
and never shirk their duties 
plus be willing to challenge 
any issue that contradicts the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation's 
constitution or policies set by 
the Yavapai -A pache people. 

A person is not a leader if 
nobody is following him. 

I have always encouraged 
and will continue to encour- 
age the council that there 
should be nine opinions on 
every major issue and every 
council member should be 
well-informed and have sup- 
porting facts backing all of 
their votes. 

The Yavapai-Apache people 
deserve a strong, fair, well-in- 
formed person of character 
that will represent them well. 

I am asking for your con- 
fidence and your vote to be 
your representative and will 
live by the creed that each day 
I can be a blessing to someone 
and to 'just do the right thing’ 
when using the authority en- 
trusted to me. 

Ee-yeh-heh 

Robert Jackson, Sr. 

Roberta 
Quail 

I have 
lived here 
for 54 
years, the 
youngest 
of a ten 
membered 
family. 

M y par- 
ents were the late Harvey and 
Helen Quail. 

I attended Camp Verde El- 
ementary, CV Jr High, CV 
High School, and The Yavapai 
College here in the Verde Val- 
ley. Other, Educational Stud- 
ies; in Santa Fe, NM , The In- 
stitute of American Indian 
Arts, in Albuquerque, NM , 
the Southwestern Indian Poly- 
technic Institute. And at home 
online studies at The Univer- 
sity of Phoenix. 

As for work ethics, I’ve 
held financial positions most 
of my work years, within the 
Accounting Department and 
Cliff Castle Casino, served 
one term on the Tribal Coun- 
cil, and now tend to our kids 
and youth in the Education 
Department under the JOM 
Program. 

I wish everyone the best of 
luck in the upcoming election. 

Robin 
Hazelwood 

Robin 
Hazel- 
wood is 
a current 
C o u n - 
cil M em- 
ber for the 
Y avapai 
A pache 
Nation and has been approved 
as a candidate in the 2015 
September General Election. 

She has lived in the M id- 
dle Verde Community for 51 
years, has one daughter, one 
stepson, and four grandchil- 
dren and a companion of nine- 
teen and a half years. 

She is the daughter of An- 
gie (Hamaley) and the late 
Edward R. Hazelwood and 
the granddaughter of the late 
J ames Hamaley. She is of 
Yavapai and German decent. 

She has over twenty years 
of management in her back- 
ground, nine years at the Cliff 
Castle Lodge, 10 years with 
the Yavapai Apache Nation 
Tribal Housing, five years 
with the Yavapai Apache Na- 
tion Facilities Department 
and currently three years as 
a Yavapai Apache Council 
M ember. 

She has also served two 
five-year terms as a Commis- 
sioner for the Tribal Gaming 
Office for the Cliff Castle Ca- 
sino and two five-year terms 
as Chief J udge for the Elec- 
tion Board. 

She has experience in im- 
plementing policies and pro- 
cedures, she is also familiar 
with State, Federal Regula- 


tions in Gaming and Housing. 

Asa Council M ember 
she has worked alongside 
her constituents implement- 
ing the Tax Code which con- 
sists of the Hotel, Tobacco, 
and Transaction Privilege Tax, 
Domestic Violence and Juve- 
nile Codes, the construction 
of the M arket Place, the com- 
pletion of the Casino Corri- 
dor/l-17 Sewer Force Main, 
Nations Investment Portfo- 
lio, Revenue Allocation Plan, 
regular oversight of the Na- 
tions enterprises (Sand & 
Rock, Distant Drums, Mar- 
ket Place, Chevron, Farm & 
Ranch), recapture the financ- 
ing with Santa Ysabel and La 
Posta tribes, she has advo- 
cated before Arizona Depart- 
ment of Housing on behalf of 
all Tribes in the State of Ari- 
zona. 

If re-elected she will con- 
tinue to advocate for Hous- 
ing, Nations Water Rights, she 
will continue to support Eco- 
nomic Development, Elders, 
Culture, Tribal employment, 
Tribal programs & Assistance. 

Along with her constitu- 
ents she will continue to seek 
out other resources to in- 
crease revenue for the Y avapai 
Apache Nation. 

As an elected leader for 
the Yavapai Apache Nation, 
she will use her manage- 
ment skills, hard work, ded- 
ication, reliability, and hon- 
esty to serve the membership 
of the Y avapai A pache N ation 
to the best of her ability with 
an open mind and continue 
to consider all avenues before 
making decisions that will af- 
fect the welfare of the mem- 
bership. 

She also fills that she has 
fulfilled the Oath that she 
stated at the beginning of her 
current term. 

In closing she would like 
the membership to consider 
her as one of the elected of- 
ficials for the three vacated 
Tribal Council positions when 
casting their vote at the polls 
or by absentee ballot. 

Andrea 
Chavez 
(Valles) 

A ndrea 
Chavez 
(Val les) 
has re- 
sided in 
the Verde 
Valley, 
both Camp Verde and M iddle 
Verde Reservations, most of 
her 41 years. 

She is the daughter of Fran- 
cisco Valles and Janie (Dud- 
ley-Smith) Valles, and with 
three children of her own. She 
has a greater aspiration for the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation to 
thrive. 

Andrea graduated from 
Camp Verde High School, 
continuing her education at 
Yavapai College striving for a 
degree in Accounting. 

Notably, she gained em- 
ployment with Cliff Cas- 
tle Casino as a Day-One Em- 
ployee. 

Andrea has more than 18 
years of experience in the 
Gaming industry with exper- 
tise in Compliance, Finan- 
cial Analysis and Accounting, 
which can be utilized for the 
betterment of the N ation. 

This knowledge base cre- 
ated from employment with 
the Yavapai-Apache Gaming 
Commission and as well as 
involvement in several Cliff 
Castle Casino Hotel depart- 
ments including Information 
Technology, Slots and, most 
outstandingly, Finance. 

Andrea also spent over a 
year as the Secretary for the 
Community Development Fi- 
nancial Institution broadening 
her knowledge base of finan- 
cial documentation and busi- 
ness plans/development. 

A big believer in Tribal 
M ember R ights, A ndrea 
Chavez supports having all 
voices heard. 

Please feel free to con- 
tact me with any questions at 
(928) 301-0081 or by email at 
andivalles@gmail.com. 

Thank you for your time 
and consideration. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
Summer youth employees train on-the-job 



George Rocha of Cotton- 
wood is continuing his sec- 
ond summer employment 
training with WIA and hopes 
to enroll in college classes 
during his senior year next 
year. Rocha is the 16-year- 
old son of Buddy Rocha Sr. 
and Linda of Cottonwood. 
Photo by Don Decker 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

The WIA (Workforce In- 
vestment Act) is giving many 
of the Nation's youth an op- 
portunity of hands-on expe- 
riences in 'holding down a 
job'. It's about understanding 
proper work ethics such as be- 
ing on time, full-filling job re- 
quirements and learning to ac- 
cept supervision in complet- 
ing the various tasks assigned 
by their supervisors who are 
permanent employees of the 
Nation. Its adults mentoring 
youth for six weeks within the 
government sector of the N a- 
tion. 

Whether it's mending 
fences at the Agriculture Re- 
source Department or working 
in the Nation's fleet manage- 
ment office or organizing sto- 
ries in the public relations de- 
partment, WIA youth employ- 
ees are gaining valuable work 
experience. 

M ichael Loring is a 
17-year-old who is enter- 
ing his senior year at M ingus 
Union High School (MUHS) 
in Cottonwood. Loring, who 


is the son of Sherrie James 
Loring and Michael Loring of 
the Nation, is a recreation spe- 
cialist for the duration of his 
summer work experience. 

Loring, this day, is sitting 
down with some children ages 
6-8 year old at a table at the 
Nation's recreation center 
where the children are work- 
ing on a beading and stitching 
class. "I make sure these kids 
aren’t naughty-l help set up 
tables and help with the crafts. 
It's a big responsibility. If they 
(children in the recreation pro- 
gram) get hurt or something 
like bleeding, I take them 
to the office to get the older 
workers in case something 
happens," said Loring. 

Loring spent two years in 
the FAA (Future Farmers of 
America) at MVHS where 
he learned about animal hus- 
bandry. This coming No- 
vember, Loring will be turn- 
ing 18 and it's decision-mak- 
ing time about the future after 
high school. He is impressed 
with the M aricopa Skills 
Center in Phoenix on Buck- 
eye Road where he will enroll 
in the meat-cutting program. 


Any training or skills that he 
has acquired through the WIA 
program will be transferable 
skills that Loring will adapt to 
his meat-cutting training. 

Another WIA summer 
youth employee is Anthony 
Green who works with Loring 
at the recreational program for 
the Nation. 

Green's favorite subject in 
school is American History 
and he has high hopes to en- 
roll in the J ob Corp T rain- 
ing Program in Phoenix. 
"I checked with them,” said 
Green about Job Corp. 

For now, he enjoys advance 
P.E. where he works with light 
weights by getting in shape. 
Green was asked to assemble 
a workbench for a neighbor 
near his home in Cottonwood. 

"I could sure help get it 
done. I drilled holes in the 
bench. It's working with your 
hands,” he said about his ex- 
perience with woodworking. 

Green's leadership skills 
shines through this day as he 
helps align some beadwork 
for a 7-year-old in the recre- 
ation program. 

In another department at 


the Human Resource Depart- 
ment of the Nation, George 
Rocha is an office manage- 
ment trainee working with the 
WIA department - a depart- 
ment that sponsors his partic- 
ipation in the work experience 
program. 

Rocha has the vocabulary 
of a college student and he'll 
be an 11th grader this coming 
fall at the American Heritage 
Academy in Cottonwood. 

Rocha, 16-year-old son of 
Buddy Rocha Sr. and Linda of 
Cottonwood, is a Workforce 
Investment Act (WIA) sum- 
mer employee-trainee. 

"The job I have is more 
like an office job. I’ve learned 
many skills-learning to work 
in an office such as filling out 
papers, filing, and copying a 
lot of work," said Rocha. 

Rocha was on the WIA 
summer program last year 
where he worked in the IT (In- 
formation Technology) depart- 
ment at the Nation where he 
built a computer. 

"It was learning how to 
build a computer, operating it 
and basically to get it running. 

I really enjoyed it. So, that's 


the reason why I want to do it 
(working with computers)". 

Rocha credits the WIA pro- 
gram for giving him the op- 
portunity to be exposed to 
computer information systems 
(CIS). 

Rocha has big plans to get 
his feet wet even before grad- 
uating from high school as 
he plans to enroll in Yavapai 
College during his last year of 
high school in 2016. 

"I want to do a two-year 
program at Yavapai College 
so I can get my degree (As- 
sociate of Arts). I can build 
my own system or fix them 
and transfer to A.S.U. (Ari- 
zona State University) to get 
a Bachelor’s Degree (in com- 
puter science)." 

His hobbies are closely re- 
lated to his interest in com- 
puter technology. Rocha is 
very adept to the coding pro- 
cedures for video games. His 
other interests are listening to 
jazz and rock classic. 

Far into the future, Rocha 
sees himself somewhere in the 
state of Washington "to get 
away from it all," he said. 


WIA students 
study river bugs 



Dr. Frederic Amalsi leads and investigation of insect life on the Verde River as others looko on. WIA interns look on as 
Vivian Stevens (I) and Terry Geiselman look on. Photo by Don Decker 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Ever wondered what a Sow- 
bug is? How about a Caddis- 
fly larvae? 

Throw in Riffle beetle for 
good measure. That is what 
YAN summer youth WIA 
(Workforce Investment Act) 
employees studied with Dr. 
Frederic Amalfi, a scientist 
from Tempe and Terry Geisel- 
man, a water specialist who 
works closely with the Na- 
tion's EPA department on Juy 
22 on the Verde River next to 
M iddleVerde. 

"They are checking to see 
how healthy the river is,” said 
David Lewis, the Nation's 
EPA manager. It seems like an 
easy answer but studying wa- 
ter quality is much more than 
that according to Lewis. 

The YAN wants clean wa- 
ter for the environment and 
the EPA department is trusted 
with this responsibility by 
conducting an in-depth analy- 
sis of the water quality on its 
lands. 

Amalfi really gets into his 
work as he slushes into the 
river with his collection gear 
while trying to coax the sum- 
mer youth workers who re- 
main on the banks watching 
Amalfi. 

Each youth is given a 'M ac- 
roinvertebrate Identifica- 
tion Sheet' that has a picture 
of these creatures that would 
scare anyone. 

Read the sheet and it clearly 
states that an "insect is an in- 


vertebrate with no spine that 
has three pairs of legs and 
three body divisions". 

This is a teachable moment 
for the scientists. 

Geiselman is a water qual- 
ity specialist and says there is 
a direct correlation with the 
quality of the water and the 
neighborhood it keeps. In this 
case, insects with varied char- 
acteristics that only live in 
certain environments. 

Geiselman works closely 
with Lewis on the two main 
components of the Nation's 
clean water project known 
as "106" and "319" each of 
which are synonymous with 
specific activities. 

Soon, Amalfi directs Frank- 
lin Garner, a young boy who 
seems very interested in what 
is happening in the river, to 
turn over a good size rock. 

Amalfi directs Garner to be- 
gin scraping the surface of the 
rock which acts as host living 
environment for insects that 
live underneath rocks buried 
in the river. 

M ost of these insects are 
very small but visible to the 
eye. There are collection jars 
with lids and each are labeled 
for packing and easy identifi- 
cation. 

Amalfi will take these 
jars back to his laboratory in 
Tempe where he will get a 
closer look at the insects. He 
is looking for trends and pop- 
ulation of species that may be 
relevant to the study. 

Vivian Stevens, EPA em- 
ployee along with Lewis en- 


courages the summer students 
to get closer to the demonstra- 
tion by the river. 

The best part of this day is 
the opportunity to wade in the 
water for most of the youth. 
But more important, is that 
professionals I ike Amalsi and 
Geiselman get to mentor the 
young people. Maybe, create 
a spark of interest for the stu- 
dents. 


George Rocha is a 16 year 
old who is participating today 
although he would be more 
happier building a mother- 
board for a computer. 

He listens intently as 
Amalfi explains the proce- 
dures for collecting the spe- 
cies. 

WIA is exactly designed for 
people who want to explore 
various careers or maybe train 


for a specific job. It's also a 
program for displaced work- 
ers and retraining of people 
who want to do something 
else with their line of work. 

This river activity is al- 
ready working as young 
Garner begins asking sev- 
eral thought-provoking ques- 
tions-and they are good ques- 
tions. "How can an organism 
live under water that can't 


breath?” 

One youth is photographing 
the presentation while Rocah 
videotapes the investigation. 

This is a very valuable 
learning program and the WIA 
program director Kitty Rob- 
erts is adamant in changing 
the course of direction for 
many of these YAN youths 
who are just now beginning to 
think about careers. 


Nation’s members participate in Regulatory Training Academy for Yavapai-Apache Gaming 



Shawnee Spurgeon, Vonda Smith and Matthew Wright 
attended the Regulatory Training Academy to gain more 
knowledge of the rules and regulations governing Indian 
gaming. Photo by Don Decker 


By Andrew Wright 

Yavapai-Apache Nation Tribal 
Gaming Office 

Three Yavapai-Apache 
Gaming Office Compliance 
Agents recently attended the 
2015 Regulatory Training 
A cademy. 

The Regulatory Training 
Academy is a three day sem- 
inar put on by the Arizona 
Tribal Gaming Regulators Al- 
ii ance and the A ri zona D epart- 
ment of Gaming. 

The Academy covers a 
broad range of topics and 
classes designed to give new 
Regulatory Agents a solid 
foundation while still appeal- 
ing to experienced Regulatory 
Agents with the latest in game 
protection and fraud preven- 
tion information. 

The different classes are 
taught by subject matter ex- 
perts from different Tribal 
Regulatory Agencies and Ari- 
zona Department of Gaming. 

Compliance Agents Vonda 
Smith, Shawnee Spurgeon and 
M atthew Ransom attended the 
Regulatory Training Acad- 
emy hosted by the Blue Wa- 
ter Resort & Casino owned 


and operated by the Colorado 
River Indian Tribe (CRIT) 
in Parker, Arizona. Compli- 
ance Agent Vonda Smith has 
been employed with the Tribal 
Gaming Office for almost two 
years. Vonda Smith, tribal 
member, said, "The training 
was informative and gave me 
a better understanding of In- 
dian Gaming. It helped me to 
understand more about my 
work and responsibilities as 
a Compliance Agent through 


lecture and hands-on train- 
ing." 

Compliance Agent M atthew 
Ransom has been employed 
with the Tribal Gaming Office 
for over a little over a year. 
"Although I was familiar with 
most of the topics covered, the 
depth at which the academy 
covered those topics in just 
four days was an eye opener,” 
said Ransom. 

Another member of the 
Nation, Compliance Agent 


Shawnee Spurgeon has been 
employed with the T ribal 
Gaming Office for approxi- 
mately eight months. As one 
of our newer Compliance 
Agents, Agent Spurgeon en- 
joyed the Academy. Agent 
Spurgeon stated, "The courses 
were fully elaborated on and 
went into depth on how and 
what is expected in a Tribal 
Gaming Regulator. I gained 
a better understanding and I 
will use the knowledge that I 
have gained in these courses 
for the future as a Tri bal G am- 
ing Regulator." 

The Regulatory Training 
Academy is a great opportu- 
nity for Regulatory Agencies 
to develop their departments 
through training and develop- 
ment. 

The Regulatory Training 
Academy is free to attendees 
and hosted annually by dif- 
ferent Regulatory Agencies 
around the State. 



From left, Anthony Green, Michael Loring, Ashley 
Loring, Thomas Herrera, Kyla Sandoval, Darien Lor- 
ing. (Back) Denny Smith, Shushandalynn Lewis. 
Photo by Arianna Campos 

Body walk 

By Arianna Campos 

Summer Journalist Intern 

Wednesday, J uly 15, the Recreation Department held the 
Body Walk. Each Summer Youth Workers from the Recre- 
ation Department dressed in costumes and held a station; 
the children were informed about their how their digestive 
system works organs, heart, lungs, what cigarettes can do 
to your teeth, healthy eating, bones, and exercising. 

The summer youth workers made comments about the 
Body Walk saying, "It was pretty fun and this was really 
good for my communication skills." Another youth worker 
said it was "Educational and I learned stuff from it as well" 

If you would like to know more about each of the station, 
please visit the Y avapai-A pache N ation's Y ouT ube C hannel 
and or the F acebook page. 
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Mr. & Mrs. Brian Marquez humbly invite you to attend the 
Sunrise Ceremony for their daughter KD Lynn Marquez. 

Date: September 11 — 13, 2015 

Location: Middle Verde Ceremonial Grounds 

Medicine Man: Hart Preston Jr. 

Co — Sponsor: Mr. & Mrs. Milfred Tewawina 


YAN's Day Care Center 
children celebrate 
Fourth of July 

On July 2, the Yavapai-Apache Nation Day- 
care Center had their annual Red, White 
and Blue parade in the Middle Verde com- 
munity. The children decorated their bicy- 
cles and wagons and each child also had 
their face painted with these colors. The 
YAPD officer Lori Ortega led the children 
down Smith Street on to Shaw Street as 
the teachers helped the children pass out 
candy along the route. This annual event 
brings parents, families and the commu- 
nity out to see the children with all the 
colorful decorations. Child Care Manager 
Ophelia Tewawina, above right, stays close 
to the children as they walk and greet all 
the well-wishers along the way.” Photos by 
Margie Campos 


• Beans 

• Coffee 

• Cooking oil or shortening 

• Plastics - big/small bowls, cups, laundry 
baskets, etc.. 

• Kitchen Stuff - wash clothes, oven mit- 
tens, kitchen towels, cooking ware 

• Bathroom stuff- bath/hand towels, wash 
clothes 

• ( Anything that will go good in the bath- 
room, kitchen, living room, etc..) 


Gift and Food Exchange items: 


25 lb. flour 
10 lb Potatoes 
5 lb Sugar 
12 pack soda 
Baking powder 
Salt 

Tomato sauce 
Macaroni 


Nation’s Wild Land 
fire crew fights 
California fire 

In late June, a massive fire began near the 
town of Markleeville, California and the 
Nation’s fire crew spent 10 days fighting 
that fire in July. Known as the Washing- 
ton Fire with over 1400 firefighters on the 
line at one time, the Wild Land fire crew 
had the opportunity to use their skills in 
squelching the fire that still had embers on 
July 31 . Brian Marquez, trainer and direc- 
tor of the fire suppression program says 
that department is always looking for new 
recruits. The age requirement is 18 years 
or older and the type of crew is known as 
a Type II hand crew. November starts the 
open enrollment for new trainees. Courtesy 
photo 


We graciously accept any 
of the following items: 


WIC Until Five . 

WIC /s/i ’t Just for Babies! 


Kids can stay 
on WIC until 
the age of FIVE! 

FAMILIES LOVE COMING 
TO WIC FOR THE HEALTHY 
FOODS AND NUTRITION TIPS, 

Help your kids grow strong with 
WIC foods like their favorite fruit 
and veggies, cereal, bread, beans, 
peanut butter and milk! 

YOU WILL GET ABOUT $50 OF 
HEALTHY FOOD - THAT’S OVER 
$600 PER YEAR TO HELP YOU 
STRETCH YOUR FOOD BUDGET. 




YflVflPRI flPflCHE 
NATION WIC 

928.649.7120 


Food Bank Building 


Camp Verde, AZ 86322 


<s>U)(C 


WIC also provides nutrition tips and 
recipes to help you have happy and 
healthy mealtimes at home. 


INTER TRIBAL COUNCIL OF ARIZONA, INC 


ttcaonhne.com/WIC 


mC is an equal opportunity provider and employer; 


YAVAPAI-APACHE SAND & ROCK 


— < — — Concrete Rock - Mortar Sand 

Leach Rock - ABC 3/8 Chips - Clean Fill Dirt 
Arena Sand - Bedding Sand Fill Dirt - Concrete Sand 


Rip Rap Rocks - 1/2 Rock Redi-mix Concrete 




3750 W. Old Hwy 279 
Camp Verde, AZ 86322 
928 -567-3109] 928 - 567 - 401 1 FAX 


Sales: 

928-301 -1027 
www.yasr.co 
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Filling prescriptions 

Pharmacist: a good person to 
know. And doctors depend 
on them to make those 
prescriptions work for you 

By Don Decker 

YAN News 

M eet Gabriel le Jackson of Middle Verde 
who has just completed all of her quali- 
fications to stand behind those medicine 
counters at places like Walgreen's and CVS 
stores to fill out your prescriptions. 

Jackson, who is the daughter of Gabriel 
and Anna Jackson of M iddle Verde just 
completed her training at Arizona College 
in Phoenix this past April. "I also had two 
weeks of OJT in Phoenix and two weeks at 
Walgreen's in Camp Verde," Jackson said. 
"I still need to take the state exam soon 
as possible," she added. 

M ind you, that she drove 
all the way down to "43rd 
and Dunlap" in north 
Phoenix a distance of over 
90 miles each day battling 
the morning freeway traf- 
fic just to sit in a class- 
room and learn the busi- 
ness of becoming a phar- 
macist technician for eight 
months. 

Asked if there is another 
trained pharmacist on her Nation- she re- 
plied, "Not that I know of." 

Bad luck came once when the school, 
Anthem College, went under with a bank- 
ruptcy. That didn't faze her one bit and be- 
sides, it was only temporary and all of her 
credits transferred to the new college from 
the defunct school. It's not easy getting out 
of bed in the wee hours of the morning on 
the rez and driving down to the college five 
days a week sitting there for eight hours a 
day but Jackson did it. Now, all she needs 
to do is pass her state board exam. Already, 
she has trained at the Walgreen's store in 
Camp Verde. "You have to learn everything. 
Counting, the brand, including the generic 
ones,” she said. They threw the books at her 
in school: anatomy (the study of bones and 
muscle), medical terminology (spell 'colitis’ 
on the spell checker to see if it's correct), 
and other subjects related to her work. 

Change is important 
The last employment she had was work- 
ing as a receptionist for the Nation's casino 
hotel in M iddle Verde for a year and that 
gave her more technical skills in operating 
the computer which is necessary for her line 
of work. Most prescriptions are now sent 
via the computer to the pharmacy says J ack- 
son. Still, she has to know how to read all 
those squiggly lines that doctors write on 
"scripts" since some are hand-carried to the 
pharmacy. Currently there aren't any jobs in 
Verde Valley but she went to take a test for 
Walgreen's. "It was on-line. They ask you 
all kinds of questions and it was about quest 
services like 'hostile work environment',” 
she said. The test had more to with dealing 
with customers and not about her exper- 
tise in pharmacy work. For now, it's a wait- 
ing game for Jackson. Asked if she is anx- 
ious to get to work: "I am hoping — soon," 
Jackson said. 

The pay is great too-$15-$20 an hour! 



Jackson 


Title VII Indian Education office moved to Camp Verde 

By Don Decker 

YAN News 


Laurie Kaaekuahiwi, YAN 
tribal member, director of the Title 
VII program for the Camp Verde 
School District has relocated to the 
elementary school for the coming 
school. Formerly, her office was 
located at the South Verde High 
School. 

Kaaekuahiwi overseas the fed- 
eral funded program which ser- 
vices all Indian students attending 
the school district. 

The Title VII funds are used ex- 
clusively to address the various is- 
sues affecting the education of In- 
dian children. 

These activities include moni- 
toring of achievement test scores, 


disciplinary conflict resolution for 
students, establishing in-service 
workshops for teachers and staff 
members of the school district and 
coordination of services between 
the Nation's educational programs 
such the Johnson O'Malley tutor- 
ing program and the school district 
on-going school program. 

Kaaekuahiwi says that the staff 
members and teachers need to 
have a better understanding of the 
social problems of Indian students. 
"There are single parents and some 
(students) raised by their grand- 
parents. These students have gone 
through all sorts of things," she 
said in reference to establishing a 
program that creates awareness of 
the special problems some Indian 
children experience and that this 


has a bearing on how they perform 
academically. 

Kaaekuahiwi said that there 
are 186 K - 12 Indian students in 
the Camp Verde School district. 
Of these, 77 are in the elementary 
grades. Hence, to better address 
these concerns, the Title VII of- 
fice was relocated to the elemen- 
tary school. 

Other goals and objectives for 
the Title V 1 1 program is to increase 
activities for the Native American 
Club at the high school according 
to Kaaekuahiwi. Along with this, 
a language club that is coordinated 
with the Nation's culture depart- 
ments for the 2nd and 3rd grades. 

Kaaekuahiwi will continue to 
work with the South Verde High 
School two times a week. 



Laurie Kaaehuahiwi wants 
to be easily accessible to 
elementary school stu- 
dents. Photo by Don Deck- 
er, YAN News 


Yavapai- 

Apache 

Youth 

Camp 

LeChey Honwytewa, right, culture 
instructor for the Nation teaches 
the young ladies the Bird Dance. 
Photos by Arianna Campos 



By Arianna Campos 

Summer Journalism Intern 

The Yavapai-Apache Youth Camp is 
a great experience for youth ages 8-14. 

The youth participated in arts and 
crafts such as pine needle basket mak- 
ing with Reba Franco, flute making 
with Don Decker, yarn picture frames 
with Priscilla Lewis, the youth also did 
clay sculpting. 

M r. Vincent Randall from Yavapai 
Apache Culture Department taught 
History on the nation and the youth's 
family tree. 

Not only did Reba Franco do pine 
needle baskets, she also did Yavapai 
introductions and taught songs in 
Yavapai. 

There were also speakers such as 
Yavapai-Apache Police Department, 
Coralei M arquez and A rlin Carlton. 

T uesday afternoon the youth did a tal- 
ent show for the staff, they danced and 
sang songs. 

Lily was quite the star of the show 
she did multiply performances singing 


and play her flute she made earlier that 
day. 

After dinner Tuesday evening, the 
youth roasted marshmallows and told 
scary stories eventually they scared 
themselves back into their tents. 

Then next morning, Reba then 
banged on a pot to wake the kids. They 
started their day with breakfast. 

Then Reba got them started with their 
first class of the day, on some kind of 
fake animal skin they painted a story. 

After they had Mr. Randall’s class 
and then came Coralei and A rlin with 
their presentation on what's in ciga- 
rettes and the harm they could do to 
your body. 

After the cigarette presentation was 
Priscilla's class, the youth ate lunch and 
after lunch was free time as they con- 
tinued on their pine needle baskets and 
practiced their flutes. 

Overall, the youth camp was a fun 
and loud environment. 

This camp is highly recommended to 
any youth in the community. 



Making clay pottery to be fired, from left, Nasia 
Cordona, Trina Honwytewa, Priscilla Lewis-Apache 
Edler. Photo by Don Decker 


Conference 

From Page 1 

close-up photograph of 
Obama as she shook hands 
with the Indian youth. 

Obama concluded her re- 
marks by saying," I am so 
proud of you all. I’m proud of 
this gathering. I know you all 
can do this. I believe in you, 
and I can’t wait to see every- 
thing you all will achieve for 
your generation and genera- 
tions to come.” 

Louis Farrakan, a Black 
minister who supports the 
struggles of minority people, 
was the keynote speaker and 
he told the youth," You can 
see beyond eyes and you can 
hear beyond ears when you 
are wide awake "spiritually.” 
That's what your ancestors 
had, and that is what you and 
I must attain again," (from 
Titla’snews release). 

Leroy Not-Afraid (Crow 
Nation) who is a tribal judge, 
talked about teen suicide ep- 
idemic, reflecting on his own 
family's tragedy when his 11- 
year old daughter took her 
own life in the fall of 2014 
due to alleged bullying at 
school. 

Drake Smith, son of Delbert 
and Ernestine Smith of Mid- 
dle Verde who is going into 
the 11th grade at Camp Verde 
High School, was impressed 
with Farrakhan. "I researched 
him for a while. His is like 
one of the greatest speakers 
next to M alcom X . He was 
very inspirational. He talked 
about God and he said, 'I look 
at you and I see God'," said 
young Smith about Farrakhan. 

Smith said this was his sec- 
ond year at the conference and 


said "... it was more fun if you 
participate in workshops". 
Last year, Smith attended the 
Portland, Oregon conference. 

Smith has been contemplat- 
ing his future, his career and 
where he will live in the fu- 
ture. "I’m considering going 
into the city, work in a big de- 
partment like an accountant or 
a broker," said Smith. 

Smith is an impressionable 
youth and he is perceptive to 
the opportunities opening up 
to him. "UNITY by itself is a 
family. 

It combines all tribal youth 
and shows you about leader- 
ship, teaches you to become 
future leaders in the coming 


years," added Smith. 

Smith's mother, Ernestine 
who chaperoned the Washing- 
ton trip said that the UNITY 
conference is about mentor- 
ing and modeling Indian youth 
and planting seeds in the 
minds of youth as they pre- 
pare for the future. "It’s get- 
ting them ready if they run 
tribes. 

The youth council is the 
second level of the tribal 
council," she said. M other 
Smith has involved both of 
her sons, Drake and Dayton in 
the home group of the youth 
council in Middle Verde since 
they were in the 7th and 8th 
grade. 


Both parents of Dayton and 
Drake work closely to make 
academic progress at school 
"The grade requirement for 
participation in youth coun- 
cil is a 2.0 point grade aver- 
age and we have rules, regu- 
lations for them. I think be- 
ing a part of the youth council 
(in M iddle Verde) is a positive 
catch for kids," added Smith. 
"I think this makes them work 
harder 

(participating in the youth 
council). You have to work 
hard at school at getti ng a 2.00 
point,” she added. Smith talks 
about nights when her and her 
husband sit down with their 
boys and do homework to- 


gether. Younger son, Dayton is 
a 9 th grader. 

Father Delbert is just in- 
volved with the youth council 
through their sons. 

That is why they volun- 
teered to serve as chaperons 
for the Washington confer- 
ence. 

Participants also had a 
chance to visit with well- 
known Indian movie actor 
Adam Beach and other native 
people of notoriety. 

Some of the highest rank- 
ing members of the Barack 
Obama's administration par- 
ticipated in the White House 
Indian Youth Conference such 
as Interior Secretary Sally 
Jewell and North Dakota Sen- 
ator Heidi Heitkamp who 
spoke to the youths. 

Chairman Thomas Beauty 
from the Nation also spoke 
during the Tribal Leadership 
Round Table. "I speak from 
the heart," he said as he spoke 
of the theme of the confer- 
ence. 

H ighlights of the conference 
included a varied selection of 
topics relevant to teenagers: 
Social. Spiritual, Physical and 
M ental development. 

Another chaperone from 
the Nation, Roberta Quail said 
these daily activities kept the 
attendees occupied and there 
was no idle time. 

"Each day was opened with 
a blessing and welcome from 
the different tribal peoples 
across the country. 

The Parade of Nations, as 
the Grand Entry to the con- 
ference, had youth from the 
10 different regions presented 
themselves with tribal flags 
(during the marching in of 
participants)." said Quail. 

Quail said the Spirit of Na- 


tive Culture, a cultural ex- 
change from different parts of 
the country was most memo- 
rable because it gave each re- 
gion a chance "to show some 
spirit". 

"I wish I had this experi- 
ence during my time as I 
was growing up. I wish I had 
learned all of that because this 
is a good learning experience 
for all of our kids," said Quail. 
Quail is a school counselor/tu- 
tor for the J ohnson O'M alley 
Program at the Camp Verde 
Elementary School. 

At the conference, a camp- 
fire was lit at the beginning of 
the conference and Yavapai- 
Apache Nation youth coun- 
cil took their turn to watch the 
fire and to make sure it didn’t 
extinguish itself during the du- 
ration of the conference. On 
the last day, a special cere- 
mony was held to put out the 
ceremonial fire that had been 
lit for four days. 

The UNITY conference 
concluded with a formal ban- 
quet and the honored guest 
was Adam Beach, Native 
American movie actor who 
has starred in many memora- 
ble roles. 

The YAN youth group and 
their advisors toured parts of 
the capitol area including the 
Arlington National Cemetery 
where they had an opportu- 
nity to see the changing of the 
guards at the Tomb of the U n- 
known Soldier. 

Next year, the UNITY con- 
ference will be held in Okla- 
homa City. 

Other adult chaperons were 
Darlene Manuel, Chairman 
Thomas Beauty and First 
Lady Nadine Beauty, Darlene 
Rubio -Vice Chairwoman and 
Leona Wathogoma. 



Washington, D.C. -Members of the Yavapai-Apache Nation attend the White House 
Youth Conference with Michelle Obama hosting the event. Courtesy photo 
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Celebrating the grand opening of the Market Place 





By Margie Campos 

YAN News 

Saturday, J uly 18 was a 
very exciting day for the 
Nation as the new M arket 
Place convenience store 
held its Grand Opening. 

The day began at 6 a.m. 
with a blessing from medi- 
cine man Harold Kenton of 
San Carlos. Kenton sang 4 
songs that he called Camp 
Verde songs and said that 
when our ancestors, the 
Yavapai and Apaches were 
forced marched to San Car- 
los in 1875, these songs 
were sung by our people. 

The songs were beautiful 
to hear as blessings for the 
new M arket Place. 

As the morning prepara- 
tion began after the bless- 
ing, the canopies were set 
up for shade for the people 
to sit under. The Wildland 
fire crew from the Nation 
began to set up the grill and 
table so they could begin to 
grill the food that was going 
to be served that day. 

As people began to ar- 
rive, everyone was antici- 
pating the 10 a.m. hour for 
the ribbon cutting ceremony 
to begin and the rest of 


the day's activities to take 
place. 

Buddy Rocha J r„ direc- 
tor of the Economic Devel- 
opment Authority for the 
Nation, spoke about the 
new M arket Place and gave 
thanks to those who helped 
with the development of 
this new venture. 

Throughout the day there 
were raffles held with items 
such as bowling at Shake 
R attle-N -B owl , dinner 
at the buffet at Mountain 
Springs and dinner for two 
at the Cliff Castle Casino 
Storytellers and 15 gallons 
of gas. The G rand Prize was 
two tickets to a Diamond 
Backs game with seats close 
to the playing field. 

Everyone enjoyed A pache 
Spirit, a band from the 
White Mountain Reserva- 
tion who were slated to play 
at the casino that night. 

The band played a vari- 
ety of music from country 
to rock with the Grand Fi- 
nale "NDN Kar,” a song by 
Native American recording 
artist from M innesota, Keith 
Secola that got everyone out 
of their seats to dance. 




WIA Summer Youth Experience is met with success 


By Kitty Roberts 

Director of WIA 

The Summer Youth Program in- 
volved 73 youth who were divided 
into two sessions. Session one 
worked the month of J une and Ses- 
sion two worked for the month of 
July. 

Teen Stress Management was the 
highlight of some of the workshops. 

Our End of Summer Youth Day 
consisted of a College Fair, Award 
Ceremony, Summer Youth Olym- 
pics and ended with a cook out at the 
Heritage Park at the end of the sum- 
mer work experience activity. 

Schools who attended the College 
Fair wereASU, U of A, NAU, NAU 
Yavapai, Yavapai College, Arizona 
College, Arizona Massage Therapy 
School, Pima Art Institute and Aven- 
tis College. 

Summer Youth Olympics con- 
sisted of Archery, Bean Bag Toss 
and Put- Put Golf for individual 
scores. First Place Winner received 
a Gold Medal, second Place- Sil- 
ver, and third- Bronze. The next four 
games were team competition. 

First a tug of War with two out of 


three rounds winning the contest. 
Second, we had 'Egg on a Spoon' 
race and finally an Egg Toss. 

M ontezuma-Rimrock Fire De- 
partment facilitated our Bucket on A 
Rope competition. 

Two teams competed, best out 
of three games, consisted of three 
rounds each game. 

We saved this one for the end be- 
cause the Youth got soaked, but has 
an awesome time doing it. Team 
two were the victors, who received a 
MVP Trophy Cup. 

One of our most successful partic- 
ipants is Jacob Lewis. 

He came in as a Youth and was 
placed in a Work Experience at the 
Recreation Department, and was 
hired on as a permanent staff mem- 
ber. 

He also attained his GED while 
in the program and is now in fol- 
low-up program. Participants receive 
12 months of follow up services af- 
ter completing the program success- 
fully during which they are still are 
eligible for Support Services. 

The WIA program participant Ja- 
cob Lewis was nominated as Youth 
Worker of the Year. 



WIA students under the direction of Nina Sanchez, assistant coordinator for WIA, who monitors a group 
charade game during the first session of WIA in June. A charade game with the summer youth participants 
serves as an ice breaker at the beginning of one of the summer work weeks. Photo by Don Decker 



Nation’s children line up inside of the council chambers 
to give their ‘thank yous’ to council members. From left, 
Miles Tapaija, Rakeem Honwytewa, Dana Hernandez and 
Frank Hernandez. Photo by Don Decker 


Recreation department thanks Nation’s council 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

What a summer for the Nation's youth! 
With a 4-day schedule from Monday 
through Thursday, there wasn't one bor- 
ing day. There were many outings and ac- 
tivities and on Thursdays with the group 
of close to 120 children who went on 
field trips away from the Nation. One 
of these trips was to the community of 
White Mountain Apache Nation to visit 
points of interest. 

A nother day, it was at the B eaver C reek 
swimming hole off of 1-17 and the Se- 
dona turnoff. This popular place has syc- 
amore trees and a cool stream to cool off 
from the hot summer days. And then 
bowling on M ondays at the casino's lanes 
as the music blasting away techno music 
with the dark day-glo colors radiating off 
the walls of the alleys. 

Each Wednesday was swimming some 


where according to M anu Hailame, recre- 
ation specialist. This included places like 
Grasshopper Point and the Camp Verde 
swimming pool. 

"You know, kids spend all year here 
(on the Nation's land). On Thursdays (last 
day of the week for activities) we took 
them away from the Nation," he said. 
These trips were to places like 'Jump 
Street' in Phoenix where the kids had an 
opportunity to jump on giant trampolines 
and the Lazer Tag place where the chil- 
dren zapped each other with light beams. 

The grand finale trip was to the Wet-N- 
Wild water park in Phoenix. Interestingly, 
some of the adults going along weren't 
too sure about riding into a dark tunnel on 
a raft as it spun round and round into the 
darkness below. 

Building up the confidence level of the 
participants is important so the partici- 
pants were taken to the Nation's Chal- 
lenge Ropes Course near the tribal ranch 


across the river from M iddle Verde where 
they got on a zip line and rode suspended 
on a rolling pulley to a point some 75 
yards away. 

Darin Smith, director of the recre- 
ation program year around said that they 
wanted to express their appreciation to 
the Nation's council for supporting the 
summer program. Smith and his children 
marched into the tribal chambers with a 
paper banner offering their thanks to the 
council. 

Hailame also said that this special 
'thank you' was to show the council that 
it's not a matter of just dealing with em- 
ployees of the Nation but to show the 
council that they are funding a worthy 
cause for children. "We wanted the coun- 
cil to see first-hand that the money was 
well-spent and to see the faces of the pro- 
gram,” he said. 

"Keep funding us for the future!" Hail- 
ame added. 
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Yavapai-Apache Nation housing construction in full swing 



This map shows both current housing construction and 
future development. The darker buildings indicate the 
housing in progress. 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

The YAN has received an 
award of Tax Credits from 
the Arizona Department of 
Housing and this award will 
allow for the funding of "Tax 
Credit #5." 

This project will include 
38 new units, comprised of 
a mixture of triplex, duplex, 
and single-family homes. A 
community center will also 
be included that will be lo- 
cated about 50 yards north of 
the housing office in Tunlii. 

The building pads from 
the homes are currently be- 
ing prepared, along with 


storm water prevention, 
underground utilities, and 
roads. The infrastructure is 
expected to be completed 
by the middle of November, 
with concrete slabs begin- 
ning to be poured by the be- 
ginning of December. 

Vertical construction 
should begin in January of 
2016, with the first homes 
ready for occupancy in June 
of next year. 

All 38 units should be 
occupied by December of 
2016. The land can accom- 
modate a total of 78 homes, 
all of which will be funded 
through the Low Income 
Housing Tax Credit pro- 


gram. YANTH will be pre- 
paring an application for 
"Tax Credit #6”, which will 
fund the remaining units. 

Those units are scheduled 
to be completed by the end 
of 2018. 

A pre-construction meet- 
ing was held on August 21 
for potential contractors who 
will be bidding on the var- 
ious segments of the con- 
struction project. 

Sharie Bensen, hous- 
ing director and Dave Sch- 
reiner, Project Manager for 
the Housing project both 
spoke to the construction 
companies in attendance at 
the council chambers giv- 


ing them approximate dates 
of the various phases of the 
project upstart. 

Schreiner said that all of 
the designated areas for the 
homes will have roads lead- 
ing to the individual plots 
that will allow for easy access 
for the contractors. 

Bensen informed the 
contractors, some of whom 
have done business with 
the housing office of the Na- 
tion in the past, that the con- 
struction of the new homes 
such as the pads, laying of 
the pipelines, electric, fram- 
ing and interior construc- 


SEE HOUSING PAGE 3 


Nation's flag dedicated 
to Verde Valley School 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

On August 1 1, Verde Val- 
ley School officials greeted 
Chairman Beauty and the 
Nation's color guard at the 
school grounds when the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation's 
flag was presented to the 
school. 

The parents of Jennie 
Harlan who is a senior at 
the school, made arrange- 
ments to mark this occa- 
sion as a special honor day 
to have the Nation's flag 
placed next to the United 
States flag on the school 
grounds. 

"Last year, Jennie, took 
it upon herself and set up a 
meeting with the Chairman 
with dad Harlan present (to 
discuss dedicating the Na- 
tion's flag to the school). 
Due to the busy schedule of 
the Chairman, the flag cer- 
emony wasn't completed 
until this year," said Gene- 
vieve Datsi, mother of Jen- 
nie. 

Jennie's parents also said 
that sharing the Nation's 


flag with the school would 
be renewing friendship 
with the school and the Na- 
tion. 

"Students from other 
countries (who attend the 
school) are requested flags 
from their homeland to be 
flown at the school. Why 
not the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation flag?" said Datsi. 

The Navajo Nation flag 
was the first tribal flag 
flown at the school years 
ago. 

Honor guards, Mas- 
ter Sgt. Larry Jackson (re- 
tired) and son, Army Spe- 
cialist Lawrence Jackson 
who served in Irag and are 
both members of the Na- 
tion, brought in the flag 
from across the tennis 
court as Chairman Beauty 
and Paul Amadio, Head of 
School stood to receive the 
folded flag. After the flag 
was raised to the top of the 
staff, honor guards saluted 
the flag. 

Chairman Beauty told 
the small group of visitors 


SEE FLAG PAGE 3 



Master Sgt. Larry Jackson, U.S. Army, hands the 
Nation's flag to Chairman Thomas Beauty for place- 
ment on the flag pole by U.S. Army Specialist Lawrence 
Jackson. Head of School, Paul Amadio and Donita 
Coburn-Amdio who is head of Advancement received the 
flag from Beauty. Photo by Don Decker 


Nation to build new hotel 



Architectural photograph rendering of the proposed hotel. The Cunningham Group of Minneapolis, who is the 
architectural firm for the new hotel at Cliff Castle Casino designed and built a 19 story Potawatomi Casino and 
Hotel in Milwaukee, Wisconsin in 2014. Courtesy photo 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

The Nation announced on August 
19, 2015 that it will build a new luxury 
hotel as part of its Cliff Castle Casino. 
The project is in the design phase 
now and construction is expected to 
start in January 2016. 

The new hotel will include 122 
rooms with a mix of suites, king and 
queen guestrooms, a multi-level 
300-space parking garage, additional 
retail space, a 5,000 square-foot ad- 
joining multi-purpose meeting center 
on the west side of the casino and a 
covered pool. 

The six-story hotel will be an ad- 
dition to the southwest side of the 
existing casino. The projected cost 
of the new facilities is $27 million, 
with financing for the project being 
arranged with the Bank of Arizona. 

The old hotel has outlived its time 
and is not situated very well for the 
convenience of the casino guests as 
the hotel is separate from the casino 
and too far to walk. Most Indian ca- 
sinos have adjoining hotels and the 
new hotel is a matter of improving 
customer appeal and the casino's op- 
erations, or risk having the casino be- 
come outdated and out of step with 
current gaming industry standards. 


The Tribal Council selected 
DreamCatcher Hotels (DCH) of 
Memphis, Tennessee to work with 
the Nation in developing the Ho- 
tel and the luxury quality standards 
that will be part of the Hotel's oper- 
ations. Under a licensing agreement 
with the Nation, DCH will provide 
all of the furnishings and fixtures for 
the hotel; including DCH luxury mat- 
tresses and bedding, spa-like show- 
ers in all rooms, and the latest media 
technology with 43-inch flat-screen 
high- definition televisions. 

The new Cliff Castle Hotel will also 
feature a coffee shop, a retail shop 
and a business center for guests. In- 
cluded with this is a swimming pool, 
an eight-person whirlpool, a 1,430 
square-foot courtyard, and a 1,600 
square-foot outdoor seating area. 

DCH developed the Seven Clans 
Hotel of the Coushatta Casino Resort 
with 401 rooms in Coushatta, Lou- 
isiana that opened its doors in July, 
2012 . 

DCH has also worked closely with 
the Graceland Mansion at the Elvis 
Presley estate and the Holiday Inn 
corporate office in Memphis to de- 
velop an Elvis themed hotel adjacent 
to Graceland. 

The Tribal Council also selected 
Cunningham Group Architecture, 


Inc., based in Minneapolis, Minne- 
sota, to provide architectural design 
services in connection with the de- 
sign and construction of the Nation's 
new hotel. 

Presently, Cunningham is prepar- 
ing the design, plans and drawings 
for the project and this work will be 
completed sometime in late fall of 
2015. 

DCH will work closely with the 
Cunningham Architects in seeing 
the Cliff Castle Casino Hotel through 
construction to its opening. 

The Cunningham Group were in- 
strumental in designing and building 
the $150 million Potawatomi Casino 
and Hotel in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
This 19-story hotel completed in Au- 
gust of 2014, reaches into the Mil- 
waukee skyline and is the main draw- 
ing card for nearby Chicago, Illinois 
90 miles south, which has no casinos 
except on river boats on the Illinois 
River downstate toward St. Louis. 
The Potawatomi Casino and Hotel 
is 19 stories high with 381 rooms. At 
the top of the hotel is a modern glass 
flame that references the Potawatomi 
Tribe as "Keepers of the Flame" 

According to associate principal of 
the Cunningham Group, Brett Ewing, 


SEE HOTEL PAGE 3 
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The candidates forum 

With a nice round 
of applause for the 
candidates from 
the audience at the 
community forum 
on Aug. 15, candi- 
dates gained confi- 
dence as the morning continued with questions and 
answers. 

The moderator, Mary Kim Titla, former news re- 
porter of KPNX- Channel 12/NBC in Phoenix, kept the 
pace going for two hours as the candidates answered 
questions written by the audience which were drawn 
from a box by a representative from the League of 
Women Voters and handed to Titla. 

Everything from questions about the council's sal- 
ary to how to best run the government were some of 
the questions asked by the audience. 

From this vantage point, all the candidates get a 10- 
plus for responding to some tough questions on many 
issues that concerned the audience. The turnout was 
skimpy with less than 50 people in the audience but 
their questions were thought provoking and challeng- 
ing to the candidates. 

All 13 candidates were energetic and straight for- 
ward with their answers. Two candidates got stumped 
on a question and freely admitted that they didn't 
have an answer for the question. 

Some candidates even agreed with other candi- 
dates by saying, “I agree with so and so" which is 
sometimes seen as not having an answer for a ques- 
tion. One candidate openly pointed out that another 
candidate's answer was wrong. This forum was truly 
an example of democracy in action. 

And now the time has arrived for another election 
on Sept. 19 and of the 13 candidates, only three candi- 
dates with the highest number of votes will be placed 
on the council. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for you, the voter, 
to step forward and cast your ballot(s) for the per- 
son^) that best represents the ideals and beliefs that 
you have about the Nation's government. 

Only a small segment of the Nation's eligible voters 
vote in elections (less than 30 percent in the past elec- 
tions) that leads me to believe that potential voters 
don't care, perhaps the voters don't have transporta- 
tion to get to the polls or they forgot. 

Not a one of these is an excuse not to vote. The 
right to vote is guaranteed by the Constitution of both 
the Nation and the United States. 

If you're qualified to vote but you don't vote ... is it 
proper for one to complain about the tribal govern- 
ment? Your contribution through voting also supports 
the Nation's Constitution and the tribal council and 
all matters relating to the general welfare of the Na- 
tion. 

Please vote in the upcoming election. 



Don 

Decker 

From the Editor 


Letters to the Editor 


Information Please 

Editor: 

I would like the readers 
of this Tribal Newspaper to 
telephone for a copy of the 
Tribal Council Minutes of 
Thursday, August 6, 2015. 

All YAN members should 
read that day's discussion 
(P.6, line item #18) between 
two of its members and the 
Council, regarding: 

(1) the rez people need to 
have the Public Health Nurse 
position filled, which has not 
been filled after Nurse 

Lynn Dapsis retired; 

(2) the conduct of the 
Tribal Council Members; 
unethical conduct incidents. 

Phone (928) 567-3649, re- 
ceptionist, or, tribal secre- 
tary, Karla Reimer, at (928) 
567-1003. 

Thank you, 

Genevieve Stacey- Wright 
YAN Elder 


He was always there 

Editor: 

I would just want people 
to know that, when we try to 
live right, that there will al- 
ways be hardships; they are 
tests that we all must face. 

With the belief that we are 
guided by the Creator, we 
can successfully overcome 
them. 

Regardless, if I live long or 
not, I am at peace. 

The Creator has allowed 
me to know that he was al- 
ways there. 

Let us all try and be more 
respectful, even when we 
have a bad day. 

No one is a perfect per- 
son. 

Maa! (finished, done, etc.) 

Ron Juan 
Middle Verde 


Happy Birthday 


Happy Birthday to my 
Precious daughter Nicole 
Loyd, and to my beloved bro 
Randy Wathogoma. 

Both always Loving, Giv- 
ing and Supportive no mat- 
ter what. Randy you are 
loved by family and many 
friends. 

Nicole, we love you very 
much. "Wishing you both a 
Happy Birthday" and many 
more. God Bless you both. 

Love from your mom. 



Announcements 

Health Providers wanted 

YAN DSS is in search for Emergency Respite and Long 
Term Foster Care Providers! If you are interested in be- 
coming a Licensed Foster Parent, or short term emergency 
placement/respite provider for the YAN children in need of 
a safe and stable environment, please contact Rachel Wal- 
ters-Leach at 928.649.7105 or via email rwalters@yan-tribe. 
org to schedule an appointment for more in depth informa- 
tion. We look forward to hearing from you! 


Election roundup for voters 

Last minute campaigning for 13 YAN candidates 


Lorna 
Hazelwood 

It has been an 
honor to serve 
as a Council leg- 
islature for the 
past 3 years and 
I will be grateful 
if given a second 
term opportu- 
nity. 

Though chal- 
lenging I feel I 
have worked effectively and responsi- 
bly in representing the people of the 
Nation. 

I support pursuing new economic 
drivers and improvements for our so- 
cial programs and so much more. 

We can successfully move our Na- 
tion forward if we all work together 
with the guidance of the Creator noth- 
ing is impossible. 

I believe in our future because we 
are a strong and resilient people. 

Good luck candidates! 

Lorna Hazelwood 



Andrea Chavez 

Andrea 
Chavez, 41, is 
the daughter of 
Frank and Janie 
(Dudley-Smith) 

Valles, with 
three children 
of her own she 
has a greater as- 
piration for the 
Yavapai-Apache 
Nation to thrive. 

Andrea notably gained employment 
with Cliff Castle Casino Hotel as a Day- 
One Employee. 

Andrea has 18+ years' experience in 
Gaming, Compliance, Financial Anal- 
ysis and Accounting. Serving as Secre- 
tary for the Community Development 
Financial Institution Board studied 
business plans and development. 

Believing in Tribal Member's Rights, 
Andrea Chavez supports having your 
voice heard. 

Please feel free to contact me at 
(928) 301-0081. 




Jaime Valles 

I did my best 
to answer the 
questions at the 
forum that were 
asked. Like I said 
before, how can 
I know this stuff 
if I am not given 
the chance to 
learn it? 

If I do get the 
chance to be 

on council and learn how everything 
works, then I can have better answers 
in the future. 

We need the younger generation to 
step up and try to make a difference for 
our people. I am here to be a leader for 
our youth, because they are our future. 

I want to show them they can make a 
difference in their lives and don't need 
to go down the wrong path. If I can do 
it, then anyone can. 

So everyone get out there and vote! 
Vote for me, Jaime Valles. 



Libby Johnson 

"Tomorrow's 
LEADERS don't 
have to wait, we 
can start shaping 
our community 
TODAY" 

My name is 
Libby Johnson, 
and I am seek- 
ing a position 
on YAN Tribal 
Council because 

I am a passionate, honest & caring 
tribal member who is driven to make a 
difference within our Community. 

I have the education & experience to 
be the one to make that difference and I 
promise to do my best and try to exceed 
your expectations. 

Therefore, I would like to encour- 
age ALL to vote, and make your voice 
heard. REMEMBER: "If you DON'T 
Vote, DON'T Complain" 

VOTE "LIBBY JOHNSON" TRIBAL 
COUNCIL!!!! 



Lillian 
Raven Ross 

Lillian (Ra- 
ven) Ross, 
daughter to the 
late Rebelcah 
Smith and Rob- 
ert Lee Pavatea. 

Grandmother, 

Lily Wingfield 
(Yago hi gain), 
grandfather Tom 
Smith (Das zine 
das dain). 

Brings lifetime of professional/edu- 
cational experience to 'first' campaign 


for tribal representative. YAN's former 
TGO Executive Director, Tribal Court 
Advocate, & Tribal Judge. 

Purpose: Protect best interests' 
health, safety, welfare, & preservation 
of YAN/Tribal Membership. 

Beliefs: Transparent government, 
reduction-council salaries, reduc- 
tion-tribal council (5)... 

Amend Constitution/Membership 
Vote: Big business spending, tribal 
council salaries... 

Vow of service to Nation: Pure heart, 
honesty, integrity, high morals/princi- 
ples. 

Humbly, seek your VOTE on 
9/19/2015. Thank You. 

Lucinda (Cindy) 

Nahee 

The decision 
to run for the 
Yavapai-Apache 
Nation Tribal 
Council is be- 
cause like many 
of you, I see the 
need for new 
representation. 

Representa- 
tion that will be 
fair and equal in all aspects is not much 
to ask for. 

I will make every effort to thoroughly 
examine and honor our Constitutional 
obligations in order to make decisions 
that are unbiased and most important 
of all, beneficial for the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation. 

The future is to empower our peo- 
ple, not overpower our people! 

This is the time to exert our sover- 
eignty for positive change that includes 
the voices of the Yavapai-Apache Aba- 
jas/Inne! 

Maureen 
Sanchez 

It would be 
honor to be 
elected into the 
Yavapai-Apache 
Nation Tribal 
Council. 

First I would 
then propose 
my ideas and 
solutions I have 
worked out 
on paper for the other Tribal Council 
Members to look at then learn what is 
on the agenda that the council is work- 
ing. 

I know I am not the only Council 
Member and I have to work as team for 
Tribal Council and what is good for the 
Community, Tribal Members and The 
Nation as a whole. 

Always stay true to myself. 

Thank you and please come out and 
Vote 

Your vote counts! 

Maureen Sanchez 

Nancy Guzman 

My name is 
Nancy Guzman, 
of the Walnut 
Clan, Northern 
Tonto Apache, 
enrolled member 
of the Yavapai- 
Apache Na- 
tion from Camp 
Verde, Arizona; 
a candidate for 
Tribal Council... 

Integrity - make honest and truthful 
decisions and work to do what is right 
for the People. 

Work toward retainable goals for the 
Nation and have the interest of the Peo- 
ple at heart. 

Transparent: be a voice for your 
needs and concern for a better tomor- 
row. 

Seek to acquire additional land for 
housing, and commercial develop- 
ment, generate revenue and provide 
employment for tribal members. Expe- 
rience counts. 

I humbly seek your vote this upcom- 
ing Election ... 

Rachel Hood 

As you may 
know, I, Rachel 
Hood, am run- 
ning for Tribal 
Council of the 
Yavapai-Apache 
Nation (YAN). 

There are several 
primary reasons 
I have decided 
to run for office. 

First, I have cho- 
sen to run because I believe the gov- 
ernment has gotten away from being a 
government of the Yavapai and Apache 
people. The other reasons are the fol- 
lowing: 

Advocating for elders and youth 

Preserve our culture 

Economic Development: Self-suffi- 
ciency, productive use of property, and 


Job development 

Water and Land Issues 

I will work as hard as I possibly can 
to represent YAN and its people with 
integrity, energy, and hard work— Vote 
Hood! 

Raymond 
Trujillo 

My focus is on 
the needs and fu- 
ture of the peo- 
ple. There needs 
to be a strong 
council that is 
willing to live 
within the bud- 
get set by the 
council. 

There needs to be a strong under- 
standing of the constitution by the 
council which was written by our fore- 
fathers. 

I can offer educated options to all is- 
sues which can affect all of the nation 
in a positive manner. The first thing is 
reforming and reducing council mem- 
bers' salaries, comparable to the cur- 
rent economic welfare of the nation. 

Second is economic growth in var- 
ious business ventures, and third 
the health and welfare of the nation: 
"CHANGE FOR OUR FUTURE". 

Raymond Trujillo 

Robert 
Jackson, Sr. 

As Yavapai- 
Apaches we can 
become a great 
nation if we have 
a strong cohe- 
sive, well-in- 
formed coun- 
cil that puts the 
interest and 
well-being of our 
tribal members first. 

If elected I will work to make our 
tribal members feel safe, secure, and 
informed of all the major decisions. 

I will work to reduce the high sala- 
ries of the council and other overpaid 
employees, expand our economic base 
with a business plan which includes 
expanding the development of tour- 
ist amenities below our casino, make 
much needed amendments to our con- 
stitution and always conduct myself as 
a tribal representative with pride and 
integrity. 

Roberta Quail 

As many of 
you know, I 
have served The 
Yavapai Apache 
Nation in previ- 
ous years, one 
term to be exact. 

And found 
it to be very re- 
warding, my in- 
terest at that time 
was to learn opportunities about du- 
ties and responsibilities that should be 
upheld by our Constitution, I did that 
during my first term. 

Today, Education and Communica- 
tion is the key to a better working envi- 
ronment. 

I believe that making good policy 
decisions to benefit all Tribal Members, 
is the best reason to serve this great 
Nation, in doing so, I would like to be 
considered for serving on the Yavapai 
Apache Tribal Council, "Again." 

Roberta Quail 


Robin 
Hazelwood 

Robin Hazel- 
wood is seeking 
re-election as a 
candidate in the 
September Gen- 
eral Election. 

Why, equality 
for all members 
of the Yavapai 
Apache Nation, 
support for those in need, improve 
tribal services, continue to seek out re- 
sources for Economic Development. 

I'm honest, trustworthy, reliable, de- 
pendable, dedicated and respectful to 
the membership and last but most im- 
portant, because I care. I ask for your 
continued support when casting your 
ballot at the General Election, my only 
promise to the voters, is to continue do- 
ing what is best for the Yavapai Apache 
Nation membership. 

Many Blessings! 
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FEATURE 


Lazarus rises on Yavapai-Apache Nation Howtotreataratuesnakeute 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

It's a story about being 
one step away from pass- 
ing into the spirit world and 
overcoming the most se- 
vere medical condition and 
to finally return to the nor- 
mal world. Ron Juan of Mid- 
dle Verde, who is the hus- 
band of Lorna Hazelwood 
of Middle Verde, a Yavapai, 
tells about being led into dif- 
ferent time dimensions and 
visiting points of interest in 
the world as he laid on his 
hospital bed. 

Diagnosed with 'pulmo- 
nary fibrosis,' Ron was on life 
support and his lungs were 
no longer responding as he 
lay there with several tubes 
running into his mouth 
and nose at the Verde Val- 
ley Medical Center the first 
week of January of 2015. 

His wife, Lorna, sat next to 
him in tears, devastated and 


HOTEL 

From page 1 


"two of the most memorable 
projects we have designed 
was the award winning $650 
million expansion and reno- 
vation of Harrah's Cherokee 
Casino and Resort in Chero- 
kee, N.C. and the $97 million 
Isleta Casino and Resort and 
Hotel/Convention Center in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico" 
Take a walk in the Isleta 
complex which was com- 
pleted in 2008, and the ho- 
tel is configured with an 
open lobby and a transpar- 
ent glassed-in elevator that 


FLAG 

From page 1 


griping with the scene that 
was unfolding before her. 
It was early January 7 or 8, 
2015 when this writer went 
to the hospital to visit with 
Ron and his wife. Using the 
sacred pollen and the ea- 
gle feather, Apache prayers 
were asked for divine inter- 
vention. There were many 
others who supported Ron 
and his wife with prayers 
throughout the community 
and in Ron's home village in 
Quechan-Yuma. 

Ron's life was hanging by 
a thread with very little hope 
of survival and the medical 
doctor gave Lorna the option 
of "pulling the plug''- Lorna 
never gave up. 

It was during this time that 
Ron experienced his out of 
body travels where he saw 
heaven from afar. 

Ron went on extensive out 



and school personnel that 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
are 2 distinct groups with 


SEE LAZARUS PAGE 4 


shuttles guests up to several 
floors above. 

In the lobby area and into 
the convention center are 
small portals and cubicles 
that houses the Indian tribe's 
art made by local artisans. 
Ewing stated that "...now 
that Indian gaming has ma- 
tured, we come to a property 
that may have been in exis- 
tence for ten or fifteen years 
and they have new competi- 
tion, so we look at the whole 
property. We help redefine it 
and create some new, com- 
petitive edges against their 
market to attract more cus- 
tomers over time and make 
their circle of influence a lit- 


2 distinct languages and 
culture, however, that they 
were one and the same as 
a Nation. 

Beauty also elaborated 
on the special meaning of 
the colors on the Nation's 
flag. 


Fully recovered from a double-lung transplant, Ron Juan 
sits in front of his wood carvings in the family’s home in 
Middle Verde. Each of the pieces are made from vari- 
ous types of natural wood found in the area close to the 
home. Photo by Don Decker. 


tie bigger." 

Chairman Thomas 
Beauty of the Nation said, 
"In our 20 years of operation, 
the Cliff Castle Casino and 
its benefits to the Nation and 
the local community has 
grown tremendously and is 
continuing to do so, improv- 
ing infrastructure, employ- 
ment, housing, education, 
medical access and public 
safety for all our tribal mem- 
bers in the area. ..our com- 
munity will benefit greatly 
from this expansion. 

The Nation's council is 
to be commended for their 
support of the new hotel." 

Construction on the proj- 


Student, Jennie Harlan, 
returned from a 3 V 2 week 
field trip to Malawi, Africa 
this summer. 

Harlan intends to seek 
enrollment in one of the 
universities next year af- 
ter graduation from high 


ect will begin in January 
2016 and will be completed 
for a grand opening in De- 
cember 2016. 

"We are thrilled to an- 
nounce the new hotel be- 
cause we know it will be a 
one-of-a-kind destination 
for our guests," said Cliff 
Castle Casino General Man- 
ager Mary Ketterling. "Add- 
ing affordable luxury hotel 
to Cliff Castle Casino gives a 
new level of entertainment 
experience to our guests and 
it will help our casino con- 
tinue to be a place that cre- 
ates local jobs and attracts 
visitors to our beautiful 
Verde Valley community." 


school. 

Young Harlan is the first 
tribal member from YAN 
to attend the Verde Valley 
School. 

Parents, Geneieve Datsi 
and Darryl Harlan are both 
employees of the Nation. 


ByJudyHedding 

Phoenix Expert 

Most people who live in Arizona never see a snake 
their entire lives, except maybe at the zoo. But if you 
are unfortunate enough to be bitten by a snake, it is 
rarely fatal. Especially if you follow these tips. 

Here's How: 

Don't know what kind of snake bit you? There are 
many varieties of snakes in the Phoenix area, some 
of which are venomous and some which are not. The 
most venomous snakes that are the most dangerous to 
your health in this area are the Western Diamondbaclc 
Rattlesnake and the Arizona Coral Snake (also known 
as the Sonoran Coralsnake). 

Look for symptoms. If the area of the bite begins to 
swell and change color, the snake was probably poi- 
sonous. 

Keep the bitten area still. You can immobilize the 
area with an improvised splint made from a board, 
magazines, or other stiff material tied to the limb. 
Don't tie it too tight-— you don't want to reduce blood 
flow. 

Remove any jewelry or constricting items near the 
affected area in case of swelling. 

Keep the area of the snake bite lower than the heart. 

Go to a hospital immediately. If you cannot get to a 
hospital, call the Arizona Poison Control and Drug In- 
formation Center at 1-800-362-0101 immediately. 

Tips: 

DO NOT use ice to cool the bite. 

DO NOT cut open the wound and try to suck out the 
venom. 

DO NOT use a tourniquet. This will cut off blood 
flow and the limb may be lost. 

Avoid rattlesnakes altogether. If you see one, don't 
try to get closer to it or catch it. 

Keep your hands and feet away from areas where 
you cannot see, like between rocks or in tall grass 
where rattlesnakes like to rest. 


HOUSING 
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tion will occur in various 
phases and that the compa- 
nies need to be aware of the 
time frames. 

Larry Jackson, TERO 
(Tribal Employment Rights 
Ordinance) director for the 
Nation visited with the con- 
tractors and advised them 
about TERO's responsibility 
in monitoring employment 
activities on the Nation's 
lands. 

TERO apprises and moni- 
tors work activities on Indian 
lands where construction is 
taking place and assures em- 
ployment and training op- 
portunities for American In- 


dians who are employable 
on the job site Jackson. Fur- 
thermore, that TERO pro- 
tects employment rights. 

Jackson said contrac- 
tors need to hand in de- 
tailed work plans denoting 
the composition of employ- 
ees, their rate of pay and 
how many of them who are 
American Indians. 

The housing department 
also has an on-going remod- 
eling program on the Nation. 
Some of these homes re- 
quire a complete makeover 
with extension of floor plans, 
retrofitting of electrical and 
plumbing and new roofing 
materials. 
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YAVAPAI-APACHE SAND & ROCK 



Concrete Rock - Mortar Sand 
Leach Rock - ABC 3/8 Chips - Clean Fill Dirt 
Arena Sand - Bedding Sand Fill Dirt - Concrete Sand 
Rip Rap Rocks - 1/2 Rock Redi-mix Concrete 


3750 W. Old Hwy 279 
Camp Verde, AZ 86322 
928 - 567 - 31 09 | 928 - 567 - 401 1 FAX 



Sales: 

928-301 -1027 
www.yasr.co 
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Changes to the Low Rent Policy Manual 

have been made 

Tribal Housing will be having mandatory meetings lor our Tax 
Credit & Low Rent Tenants to go over the important changes in 
our Policy. Please contact Housing to select a date & time that 

best tits your schedule! The dates & times are as iollows: 


WIC Until Five. 

WIC Isn ’t Just for Babies! 


Kids can stay 
on Ia/IC until 
the age of FIVE! 

FAMILIES LOVE COMING 

TO WIC FOR THE HEALTHY 
FOODS AND NUTRITION TIPS. 

Help your kids grow strong with 
WIC foods like their favorite fruit 
and veggies, cereal, bread, beans, 
peanut butter and milk! 

YOU WILL GET ABOUT $50 OF 
HEALTHY FOOD —THAT’S OVER 
$600 PER YEAR TO HELP YOU 
STRETCH YOUR FOOD BUDGET. 
WIC also provides nutrition tips and 
recipes to help you have happy and 
healthy mealtimes at home. 


WIC is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 


mM 


YAVAPAI APACHE 
NATION WIC 
928.649.7120 

Food Bank Building 
Camp Verde, AZ 86322 

<t»U)IC 

INTER TRIBAL COUNCIL OF ARIZONA, INC. 


itcaonline. com/ WIC 


Monday, September 14: 
@10 AM 
@2 PM 
@6 PM 


Thursday, September 17: 
@10 AM 
@2 PM 
@ 6 PM 


Friday, September 18: 
@2PM 


Head oi Household MV$T attend one oi these meetings, 
light retreshments will be served. 


Attention current & potential waiting list applicant 

ha 


v veterans 


v Disabled 




v Non-Tribal parents 
oi Tribal Children 

it you qualify tor any ot these changes please come in or contact 

Housing ASAP! 

II you have any questions please call Housing at 567-4191 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

Sand and Rock: A concrete idea 



FANN company, which repairing and re-surfacing all of 
the 1-17 road surfaces in the Verde Valley has set up its 
operation within the perimeter of the Sand and Rock prop- 
erty to have easy access to the materials and transporting 
to the interstate highway 5 miles away. Photo by Don 
Decker 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

The Nation's sand and 
rock business is playing a 
critical role within the Na- 
tion: it is providing all of 
the necessary concrete/ce- 
ment for the building pads 
and driveways of the new 
developing housing area at 
the Tunlii subdivision on the 
Nation. 

Jerry Piper, manager of 
the sand and rock company 
for the Nation said that other 
jobs on the Nation have in- 
cluded providing concrete 
for the new Market Place 
that was just completed this 
summer. "The Nation gets 
special pricing for these 
projects," said Piper. 

All the excitement is now 
pointing toward the be- 
ginning of the new 38 unit 
homes and apartments that 
are under way by the hous- 
ing department of the Na- 
tion. 


Piper said these joint 
ventures in providing con- 
crete for the Nation's proj- 
ects saves money as well as 
provide secondary benefits 
for the Nation's members: 
it provides continuous em- 
ployment for the Nation's 
members. 

Piper said there are 17 
workers with a 58% Indi- 
an-tribal representation 
in the employment sector. 
"Damien Marquez (tribal 
member) directs the ready- 
mix operations while Scotty 
Smith (another member) is 
a safety officer-production 
supervisor for aggregate and 
crushing operations," said 
Piper referring to supervi- 
sory roles of tribal members. 

Piper ticks off a list that 
sounds foreign to the aver- 
age person who knows noth- 
ing about construction: 
"We've got concrete rock, 
3/8',' and AB" 

Other perks of the sand 
and rock operation is the on- 


site operation of the FANN 
pavement company that is 
preparing all of the road ma- 
terials for pavement on 1-17 
in the Camp Verde area. This 
company depends on all 


grades of material that goes 
into making a safe and qual- 
ity highway for travel. 

Piper's company also has 
joint ventures with other ce- 
ment companies locally and 


in the region by providing 
sand and other materials for 
them. 

Piper is a natural for the 
job at Sand and Rock and he 
knows the business well. He 
has been with the company 
for years and did a long stint 
from 1999 to 2010 and left 
very briefly in 2010 and re- 
turned in 2012. 

"The slow-down in the 
economy hurt the business 
in 2008," said Piper referring 
to the stock market crash 
which sent the country into 
a tail spin. "When I came 
back, it was really messed 
up. We had lost customers 
but we got them back," he 
said proudly. The company 
trucks deliver concrete as far 
away as Flagstaff, New River 
and off the beaten path to 
Chino Valley 50 miles to the 
west. Nothing is out of their 
reach according to Piper. 
Next door to the operations 
are 2 other cement busi- 
nesses that provide compe- 


tition for Piper's operations 
but he isn't concerned be- 
cause the Nation's sand and 
rock company stays on par 
with competition. Another 
spin-off to the operation of 
the sand and rock opera- 
tion is the reclamation of the 
mined area where the ma- 
terials were displaced. Each 
day, if one looks across the 
river from Middle Verde to 
the south, one can see large 
earthmovers scraping and 
reshaping the contour of 
the mined areas. "Already, 
we have reclaimed 30 acres," 
said Piper. These areas will 
serve for other purposes in 
the future for the Nation. 

So, if you travel the high- 
ways in northern Arizona 
and you see white trucks 
with a green and gold basket 
design on it spinning round 
and round, give a toot! It's 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
Sand and Rock company 
delivering concrete to a job 
site! 


‘We've always been here 1 



Vincent Randall, Apache Culture Director for the Yavapai-Apache Nation is the historian and story keeper of the 
traditional Apache of Verde Valley. Courtesy photo by Vyto StarinskasA/erde Valley Newspapers 

Apache Elder Vincent Randall shares his peoples’ journey, family stories over the centuries 


ByTom Tracey 

Courtesy of Verde Valley Newspapers 

"We've always been here.” 

So said Apache Elder Vincent Ran- 
dall as he presented "History of the 
Apache" to a packed audience at 
the Clarkdale Memorial Clubhouse 
on August 15, sponsored by the 
Clarkdale Historical Society and Mu- 
seum. 

A lifelong Clarkdale resident, Ran- 
dall graduated from Arizona State 
Teachers' College (now Northern 
Arizona University) and taught in 
Clarkdale schools from 1963 to 1992. 

He coached his boys' basketball 
teams to five state wins and a girls' 
basketball team to a Division 2 Final 
Four. 

In addition to a distinguished ca- 
reer as an educator and coach, Ran- 
dall also served as Tribal Chair- 
man and Cultural Historian for the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation. 

Now 75-years of age, Randall is still 
working. He currently is Cultural Di- 
rector at the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
Cultural Center. 

"Da'gotee" 

Randall opened his presentation 
in his Native "Dil'zhe'e" language, 
beginning with "Da'gote," meaning 
"Hello." 

Randall shared he is a member of 
the Sun Branch and Hunter Clan. 

"I loved to go hunt and supply food 
for my family," said Randall. 

"We were pretty well entrenched." 

Anchoring his presentation was a 
vintage map of the "Camp Verde In- 
dian Reserve" circa 1871. 

Yavapai tended to be north and 
west of the Verde River, while Apache 
were mostly east. Although culturally 
distinct, they eventually shared the 
same reservation out of government 
expediency. 

"From Ash Fork to Show Low 
down to Aravaipa Canyon was our 
aboriginal territory," Randall said. 

"In southwest New Mexico were 
Cochise and Geronimo. These were 


the 'Looking After Horse People' or 
'horse rustlers,"' Randall said. "Jicar- 
illa Apache are in northern New Mex- 
ico by the Colorado border." 

"East to Rio Grande, the Mescalero 
still live there — meaning, 'People for 
Where the Sun Comes Up,"' said Ran- 
dall. "In the plains of Texas are the 
Lipan Apache, or 'The Dusty Ones. 
There's still some Kiowa Apache in 
Oklahoma." 

"My great grandmother was in on 
that march" 

With gold-seelcers, farmers, ranch- 
ers and trappers advancing west- 
ward, the Apache found themselves 
increasingly squeezed- out from their 
ancestral homelands. 

By 1868, General Crook had arrived 
to subdue the remaining Apache. 

"He said, 'It took an Indian to catch 
an Indian' so he recruited our en- 
emies as scouts," said Randall. "He 
started an extensive campaign of 
search- and- destroy." 

"You read army journals today, 'We 
shot eight today, we went to Ranche- 
ria and shot 15,'" Randall said. 

Life got even worse for the Apache 
in 1875 when President Ulysses Grant 
ordered the U.S. Calvary to incar- 
cerate the remaining local Apache 
and Yavapai to a reserve 175 miles 
south — on foot. 

"When an Army commissioner 
named Dudley was to take the Rio 
Verde Indians to San Carlos, many 
soldiers told him to take them down 
the mountain the easy way. 

His response was, 'They are Indi- 
ans, let the beggars walk,"' said Ran- 
dall. 

It was February. Some 1,000 
women, children, infants and el- 
ders struggled across boulder- strewn 
badlands, scaled snow-floclced pine 
mountains and sloshed through 
near- freezing creeks. 

Meanwhile, their U.S. Government 
captors rode atop horses and wagons. 

They arrived in San Carlos some 
two weeks later. 

"By time we reached Clear Creek 


we were starving. We lost about 200 
people," Randall said. "My great 
grandmother was in on that march." 

To this day, a sculpture commem- 
orating an elder carrying his frail wife 
on his back serves as a reminder to 
visitors at the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
Cultural Center. 

"We got back and there was already 
someone living there" 

"We were already homesick," Ran- 
dall said. "We used to leave at night 
and sneak back to the country and 
pick Emory oak nuts — we call them 
Apache Gold." 

"The army let us loose in the 1890s 
because Globe was thriving," Randall 
said. 

"So the Apache were given a piece 
of paper saying they 'This is a friendly 
Indian' and were allowed to go to 
Globe and sell hay and wood." 

"I call it the first green card," said 
Randall. 

Eventually, the Apache were al- 
lowed to return to their Verde Valley 
homeland. 

"We got back and there was already 
someone living there," Randall said. 

Clubhouse memories 

As Randall looked about the venue, 
he reminisced about his own expe- 
riences in the Clarkdale Memorial 
Clubhouse, which opened in 1927. 

"When I was a junior, we had job of 
putting on a prom. 

"It was the greatest time of laugh- 
ter and stories — doctors, wives, Mex- 
icans, my grandmother — all together 
having a great time," Randall said. 

Despite his fond memories of the 
Clubhouse, Randall shared that he 
and his friends were not allowed to 
swim in the Clubhouse pool. 

"We would swim in the Verde River 
by the laundry," said Randall. 

Randall shared that learning was 
done through oral tradition. 

"I learned a lot from my grandma. 
My mother learned a lot from her 
grandmother so there's a rich history 
by spending time with grandparents," 
Randall said. 



Tess Potter and daughter, Ashely set up a frybread 
stand to lasso passerbys on Highway 260 in Tunlii, across 
from Middle Verde. With temperature over 105, prospects 
for business begin to dim. Photo by Don Decker 

Frybread power! 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

With temperatures reach- 
ing over 107 degrees on a 
hot Saturday afternoon, 
mother, Tess Potter and 
daughter, Ashely are making 
frybread under a tent across 
the road from the new Mar- 
ket Place in Tunlii on the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation. 

Today's profits: $18. Not a 
good sign as the clock creeps 
toward 2 p.m. this afternoon 
and closing time is an hour 
away and the temps keep 
rising. 

Potter remains deter- 
mined as she cooks up a hot- 
tasty frybread. The menu is 
very basic: 'Plain-$2, bean 
and cheese-$4 and a grand 
taco is $5 that is packed with 
onions (optional), cheese, 
tomatoes, lettuce, sauce 
(optional), meat and beans. 
Other options are honey and 
powdered sugar for special 
toppings. 

"I use all original Blue 
Bird flour, self-rising, freshly 
made dough like I was 
taught," says Potter proudly. 
She credits Elizabeth Ro- 
cha, Apache elder of Camp 
Verde and Potter's grandma, 
the late Priscilla Joshua for 
showing her the proper way 
to make frybread. It's an art 
and many of the recipes are 
highly prized secrets held 
only by the frybread makers 
across Indian country. Eu- 
ropeans go crazy over fry- 
bread. "I've had people go- 
ing by the highway (High- 
way 260 nearby) turn around 
down the road because they 
said they saw the sign from 
the road," she says. 

Daughter, Ashely, sitting 


by her mother, is a senior at 
Red Rock Academy, a pri- 
vate school in Sedona that 
has gone through some tu- 
multuous times. Ashely is 
home-schooled by her mom 
through the on-line Sedona 
school and once a week, 
mother and daughter make 
a trek to the Sedona campus 
to meet with school officials 
for a check-in. 

Ashely has high hopes en- 
rolling in the Los Angeles 
Recording School when she 
graduates next spring. 

It's hard making ends 
meet for Potter as a single 
parent. She attended the 
Zalci Gordon Film Institute 
at Yavapai College at the Se- 
dona campus for 2 years and 
has an Associate of Arts de- 
gree in film-making from 
there. Potter was formerly 
employed by the Preserva- 
tion and Technology depart- 
ment of the Nation. 

But times are harder now 
with job prospects and mak- 
ing frybread is a 'means to 
an end" says Potter. "I'm try- 
ing to make a car payment 
and trying to make a living," 
she adds. 

It's blistering hot under 
the tent now as the temp 
makes another tick on the 
gauge within the past few 
minutes. 

One car arrives suddenly 
out of nowhere but it's a 
false alarm as it sweeps a 
U-turn in front of the fry- 
bread stand and speeds 
away to the stoplight nearby. 

"We'll be back tomorrow," 
says Potter who schedules 
her sales on Fridays, Satur- 
days and Sundays from 1 1 to 
3 p.m. 


LAZARUS 

From page 3 


of body trips to places such 
as Thailand, India and the 
North Pole being led by a 
Chinese and an India-Indian 
doctor. Ron said the Chinese 
doctor kept reappearing in 
the dreams. 

By this time, he had over 
50 dreams possibly even into 
his recovery stage after his 
operation lying in his bed. 


"I knew I was still in another 
world," he recalled. 

He also heard his wife, 
Lorna telling him, "You're 
not going yet" 

Ron recalls being secured 
in a ball, a "sphere" where 
many other soft spheres 
were arranged and a "warm 
blackness" that surrounded 
him and Ron believes it was 
God who was taking care of 
him and protecting him. 


SEE LAZARUS PAGE 5 
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Squash and Zucchini mania: Success in the fields 


Zucchini Boats 
By Trina Bentley 
Legal Secretary 

Ingredients: 

4 large zucchini 

salt and pepper 

olive oil 

1 clove of chopped garlic 

2 pounds of ground pork 

1 tomato 

1 onion 

parmesan or mozzarella cheese 

Directions: 

Preheat the oven to 425 degrees. Cut off the ends 
of the zucchini, then cut length wise. Scoop out the 
flesh from the interior of the zucchini (so they look like 
boats). 

In a saute pan, heat olive oil. Then add ground 
pork (you can also use Italian sausage, beef, or what- 
ever meat you wish), garlic, onion, tomatoes, salt, and 
pepper. You can also add sweet peppers, or any other 
fun vegies to your mix - or add breadcrumbs for vol- 
ume. Cook until meat is no longer red. 

Use a spoon to scoop the sausage mixture into each 
boat. Place in the oven until zucchini is cooked, about 
20 minutes. 

The last five minutes add parmesan or mozza- 
rella on the top and cook until golden brown. 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

The Agriculture Resource 
department continues their 
wide-scale marketing in sell- 
ing their produce. With an 
abundance of water from 
the Verde River, the farm has 
grown various assorted veg- 
etables that would please 
many of the best fine- dining 
cooks in the area including 
'do it yourselfers' at home. 

Check out their vegetable 
stand at the new Market Place 
in Tunlii and sometimes, at 
the administration building in 
Middle Verde during the reg- 
ular business hours. 

It's all organic too, which 
means without the use of bug 
killing sprays that are consid- 
ered harmful for human con- 
sumption. 

Amanda Honwytewa, assis- 
tant at the farm, can usually 
be seen underneath the tent 
with baskets of zucchini and 
squash, chillis, egg plants and 
fresh corn. How about $2 per 
pound for the veggies? Bet- 
ter than Safeway or Basha's 
prices. One of the farm's big- 


gest customers are the Hopis 
who gather the corn for cere- 
monies on the mesas includ- 
ing the stalks. On occasion, 
Navajo customers come from 
the southern portion of their 
reservation. 

Director Yolanda Trujillo 
said that the farm also has 
an excellent selection of hay: 
Alfafa, multi-grain, and cow 
hay. Along with this, a grain 
mix with a combo of wheat 
and oats and field corn used 
exclusively to feed farm ani- 
mals. 

Since the sweet corn season 
is coming to a close, the last 
batch for sale will be during 
the last week of August said 
Trujillo. 

Due to a large abundance 
of produce, some donations 
have been made to the Na- 
tion's food bank, the senior 
program, a camp meeting 
and churches on the Nation's 
lands according to Trujillo. 

The Agriculture Depart- 
ment can be contacted at 928- 
592-7158 or cell number 928- 
202 - 0000 . 



The Nation’s Agriculture Resource Department conduct- 
ed their first outdoor sale at the Nation’s office complex. 
This was the first batch of the vegetables grown on the 
Nation’s land at the Clover Leaf Ranch. Yolanda Trujillo, 
director, said that the corn is excellent. People from the 
Hopi Reservation drive long distances to buy corn for their 
ceremonial activities according to Trujillo. There are sev- 
eral types of hay that is being sold at the ranch as well. 
Clover Leaf Ranch is locate across the river from Middle 
Verde. To get to the ranch, follow State Route 260 west of 
the 1-17 interchange and go west about three miles to the 
Cherry Creek turnoff, turn right and follow the signs to the 
ranch from there. Photo by Don Decker 


Our summer tour of Italy 


Submitted by Darlene Manuel 

YAN member 

W ’e arrived in Rome (Roma) 
close to midnight from 
the United States after 
a stop in New York from 
Phoenix. Four of us went on this mem- 
orable trip: Gary, my son, Rose Leon 
and Patricia Gowan. 

Flying over the land was like a pas- 
ture-very green. 

The next day, we were very tired 
from the flight but we all walked to the 
Colosseum and the ruins nearby. 

This was an emotional experience 
for most of us knowing what took 
place there so many years ago. 

On our second day, we took a 
hop-on/hop-off tour of the different 
sights throughout Rome. 

We explored the Vatican and even 
climbed up the Vatican dome (there 
were so many steps!) and the view was 
incredible. 

It was here when we got separated 
from each other for the very first time. 
One got left out, two went to the Vati- 
can Museum and one waited. 

Our next stop was at the Spanish 
Steps where large tour groups congre- 
gated to rest on the steps (these series 
of steps and ramps were built in the 
18th century which was designed by 
Francesco De Santis and at the bottom 
of the steps, is a water fountain that at- 
tracts the tourists). 

The stairs weren't as bad as the Vati- 
can Dome steps. 

The next day, we caught the train 
to Florence north of Rome, a distance 
of 180 miles, and got separated again! 
There were many museums, fountains 
and statues there. 

It was beautiful, the cobblestone 
streets and the building were so 
unique and close together. Towards 
the evening, there were musicians per- 


forming near the Arno River which 
flows through central Florence and the 
music sounded really good. 

Florence gave me the impression 
that this place is for couples with its 
romantic setting. 

The next day, 3 of us traveled by 
train to Venice from Florence on a 
high speed train which took 2 V 2 hours 
(train speeds reaching up to 155 miles 
per hour sometimes). 

Pat stayed in Florence as we did 
some sightseeing in Venice. 

The train station was right along the 
river and what a sight it was when we 
stepped out of the train station build- 
ing! 

Gary (my son) and I walked around 
Venice while Rose took a water taxi to 
see some other sites. 

By the time we were ready to leave, 
not all of us caught the train back to 
Florence. 

Venice was a nice place to visit and 
I wish we had more time to see every- 
thing. 

When we returned to Florence, we 
tried the Italian food and it was so 
good! 

We had Gelatos (an Italian ice 
cream) every night while we were 
there. 

The next day, we took the train back 
to Rome and spent the day walking 
around trying to get rid of our Euros (a 
universal money for most of Europe). 
We made one last walk to the Colos- 
seum. 

The train rides are great and you get 
to see the Italian countryside. 

Italy is a very rich and beautiful 
land. 

The people are outspoken and their 
language is something else. 

We spent a week there but it is an 
experience I will never forget! I am so 
grateful I had the chance to go. 




Above, a per- 
sonal view from 
the Vatican Dome 
onto the office 
complex of the 
Vatican. At left, 
tourists line up for 
entrance into the 
Colosseum. Cour- 
tesy photos 
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Everything seemed dim 
for the medical personnel 
though at the hospital. 

Family members were 
summoned to Ron's bed- 
side for farewells at the Cot- 
tonwood hospital. "I never 
thought I was going to die," 
he recalled with a slight 
smile. 

As he lay there, his out of 
body experiences continued 
as Ron was taken on jour- 
neys world-wide around the 
world in a big jet to places 
that looked like Burma, and 
the constant reappearing 
Chinese doctor showing him 
splices of his own life events 
on what seemed like film 
reels. 

Latter in the day, after this 
writer's only visit with Ron 
and his wife at the hospital, 
a doctor arrived in a hurried 
fashion and told Lorna that 
Ron was being moved to the 
St. foseph Hospital in Phoe- 
nix to wait for a dual-lung 
transplant if donors could be 
found. Lorna remembers the 
word "if" clearly. 


Ron's long medical ordeal 
began back in 2012 when he 
was laid off from work as a 
house builder for the Nation 
that operated a construction 
company. He decided to join 
the firefighters of the Nation 
and went to qualify by tak- 
ing a physical endurance 
test requiring him to walk a 
certain distance. He and a 
40-man crew did the test by 
walking around a track field 
with a 50 lbs. vest hanging 
on their backs. "We had 15 
minutes to do the 3 miles. 
As soon as the dust began 
to kick up-the first % miles, I 
threw everything off. I raised 
my hand and pulled out," 
Ron recalled. "I knew some- 
thing was wrong with me," 
he added. 

After a trip to the ER the 
next day after the walk on 
the field, some tests verified 
a medical condition in his 
lungs, Ron went home. "I 
blew it off," he remembers. 
Believing that he could heal 
himself, he got a job driv- 
ing the Nation's new transit 
and did that for 8 months. 
"I couldn't even carry the 
money box- I couldn't walk 


20 feet," he recalled. 

He finally quit the driv- 
ing job. "I was feeding the 
horses and I felt like a fish 
out of the water," referring to 
his failing lung capacity. 

A final trip to Cotton- 
wood hospital confirmed 
that he was using only 17% 
of his lung capacity. Shortly 
thereafter, a trip to the Ban- 
ner Thunderbird Hospi- 
tal in Phoenix to be seen 
by specialists in November, 
2014. By process of elimina- 
tion, Ron got a "clean bill of 
health" with his heart but 
was on oxygen. 

After a 2015 New Year's 
trip to his homeland to the 
Quechan Nation in Yuma, 
Ron and his family returned 
to Middle Verde. 

Around January 7 or 8, 
Ron couldn't catch his 
breath. 

Ron's family's house was 
being remodeled so they 
were living in a mobile home 
in Middle Verde. It was at 
this point Ron saw the dark 
clouds of death rolling into 
the hallways of the mobile 
home. He recalled getting a 
visit from the Grim Reaper 
that night. "He was talking 


to me and the place was 
filled with dread. He was 
coming to get me," recalled 
Ron in a serious tone. "All 
my relatives were coming 
for me. Hundreds. I would 
not look at them. My mom 
and grandma were singing 
to me," recalled Ron. 

Lights out! That was the 
last memory Ron had when 
they were carting him out of 
the mobile home in gurney 
to the hospital in Cotton- 
wood when an emergency 
call was made for an ambu- 
lance as both lungs were col- 
lapsed. 

At that point, there still 
were no prospects for an im- 
mediate lung replacement 
according to Lorna. 


On or about February 20th 
Ron woke up from a long 
sleep for several weeks from 
the lung operation that he 
had a month before on Jan- 
uary 19. 

Ron was told later by med- 
ical doctors after coming out 
his coma that he had 4 dif- 
ferent operations with the 
placement of breathing and 
drainage tubes and a total of 
36 hours for the double-lung 


transplant while passing 
away 3 times during the nu- 
merous operations. This was 
a record breaker for the hos- 
pital medical team. 

Since the operation hap- 
pened during the time when 
Ron was in coma, there 
wasn't time for any pre-op- 
erative counseling prior 
to the operation. When he 
awoke from his transplant, 
he continued to take short 
continuous breaths, quick 
puffs, thinking that he was 
still at his 17% breathing 
level. He was reminded that 
he didn't need to do this 
anymore as his new lungs 
could function at the 100% 
level! 

From January 24 to March 
24 Ron was in was in inten- 
sive care after his opera- 
tion at a rehab center on the 
campus of St. Joseph hospi- 
tal where he learned to walk 
again one step at a time and 
was given speech therapy. 
"I had a hard time with this 
change, the speech tests, 
and they wanted to see if I 
was depressed," he said. 

It was a rigorous schedule 
for Ron's recovery from 7:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily. "They 


expect you to give 100% 
during the rehab otherwise 
they kick you out of the pro- 
gram," said Juan. "First day 
into rehab, they pulled me 
out of bed and they said, 
'Let's see what you can do'. 
This evaluation you gotta do 
by yourself," recalled Ron. 

In 1992-93, Ron trained 
as a certified nursing aide at 
Yavapai College in Prescott 
and he remembered many 
of the routines and require- 
ments to recovery. He had 
been promoted as a physical 
therapist assistant in prior 
years and did a brief stint at 
the Arbors, a nursing home. 

Ron said that he was one 
of the fastest recovering pa- 
tient from the double-lung 
transplant. "Normally, it 
takes a full year for recovery. 
I was walking within 4 days 
of the operation up to 50 
feet. It took me 3-4 months 
for full recovery," Ron ex- 
claimed proudly. The last 
time Ron ran or played bas- 
ketball was in 2011. "I went 
downhill after that," he said. 

Ron stayed in the Phoenix 
area after his March 24th re- 


SEE LAZARUS PAGE 6 
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Reception held for bronze sculpture donors located at the culture center 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

The Yavapai-Apache Na- 
tion held a special “Thank 
you" reception on August 21 
for individuals and groups 
who were instrumental in 
actualizing the completion 
of the Doug Hyde sculpture 
that was erected in front of 
the culture center in Febru- 
ary of 2013. Hyde was in at- 
tendance at the reception 
and spoke briefly to the at- 
tendees. 

The Nation is part of the 
Doug Hyde experience and 
for placing such a presti- 
gious on the Nation's lands. 
No other Indian tribe in Ar- 
izona has a Doug Hyde 
sculpture in front of their 
culture center. 

Hyde came to the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation at 
the very beginning of 2010 
when he was selected to de- 
sign the commemorative 
“Exodus" sculpture. At the 
onset, Hyde asked the in- 
put of many within the com- 
munity as he hand-carried a 
clay model from office to of- 
fice and the community in- 
put was considered in his fi- 
nal rendition of the sculp- 
ture. 

Hyde is considered one of 
the top Indian artists today 
and many of his pieces are 
featured across Indian coun- 
try where they grace the en- 
trance way to casinos and 
parkways in places like the 


Aqua Caliente tribe in Palm 
Springs. 

The sculpture in front of 
the Yavapai-Apache Culture 
Center is no exception and 
has generated a large inter- 
est among art aficionados 
that visit the area. The sculp- 
ture features a man carry- 
ing his wife in a large bas- 
ket with 2 holes cut in the 
bottom of the basket for the 
wife's legs. 

This story was told in a 
book written by an Army 
physician, Dr. Corbus- 
ier who accompanied the 
Apache and Yavapai that 
were removed from the 
Verde Valley in February 27, 
1987 and forced marched to 
a military camp 180 miles 
east to San Carlos territory. 

Hyde, who is of Nez Perce, 
Assiniboine and Chippewa 
descent, attended San Fran- 
cisco Art Institute in '67 and 
subsequently volunteered 
for a second tour of duty in 
Vietnam in '68, when he was 
seriously injured by a gre- 
nade. During his recupera- 
tion, Doug learned the use 
of power tools in shaping 
tombstones for a friend who 
had a headstone business. 
Hyde spent extra time on the 
tombstones carving intricate 
relief designs that gave each 
stone a special quality. 

It was from this experience 
that he entered some pieces 
for the prestigious North- 
ern Plains Indian Museum 
art show held in Browning, 


Montana that won him rec- 
ognition from art lovers ev- 
erywhere. And the rest is his- 
tory. 

During the course of the 
fundraising for the eventual 
completion of the “Exodus" 
sculpture, 9 maquettes were 
cast by Hyde. These smaller 
versions of the real sculpture 
that stood 13 inches high 
were used to generate in- 
terest and 3 pieces were raf- 
fled off to generate interest 
for fundraising according to 
Judy Piner, director of Pres- 
ervation and Technology 
Center for the Nation. Piner 
was instrumental in coordi- 
nating all the efforts in com- 
pleting the main sculpture. 

Over 50 people attended 
the reception held at the cul- 
ture center. Members of the 
Yavapai Culture department 
provided a colorful Bird 
Dance and Troy Kaslca sang 
the gourd dance songs. 

Vincent Randall, director 
of the Apache culture de- 
partment and Reba Franco 
assistant to Gerdie Smith, 
Yavapai Culture director, 
represented their depart- 
ments. 

Randall gave some brief 
remarks about the statue. 

Currently, Hyde is work- 
ing with the Aqua Caliente 
tribe on a 3-piece granite 
sculpture that is 14 feet high. 
He has also been working 
closely with an Indian tribe 
located 50 miles north of 
Sacramento. 


“I appreciate the honor. 
Everybody invited me back. 
It's been a long time working 
on this project and I'm glad 
everything is working out," 
said Hyde. 

Asked what he thought of 
his worked on display at the 
culture center and he said, “I 
always comes by to check on 
it like as if someone was go- 
ing to move it." 

The late Apache artist, Al- 
lan Houser who passed on 
in 1994, was Hyde's men- 
tor and he was Hyde's high 
school art teacher as well. 
“We were good friends. I was 
with him between my two 
tours in Vietnam (198 Light 
Infantry Brigade)," he said. 
“I plan to take some time off 
now that I will be turning 70 
next year" 

Part of this is having more 
time with the family as well 
he added. 

From the onset of plan- 
ning for the sculpture, it took 
3 years to complete the origi- 
nal sculpture to be placed on 
the pedestal at the culture 
center. After a $50,000 grant 
from the Arizona Endow- 
ment for the Arts that Rob- 
ert Mills, the Nation's grand 
writer wrote, the balance 
was paid by the Nation. 

Hyde works out of his stu- 
dio in nearby Dewey. 



Doug Hyde sits in front of his art piece at the culture cen- 
ter. Hyde lives in nearby Dewey where he casts his pieces 
for national distribution. Photo by Don Decker 


YAN culture department working with youth 



Reba Franco, right, Yavapai culture teacher works close- 
ly with Yavapai-Apache youth on various crafts. Photo by 
Don Decker 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Not far across the river 
from the Nation's adminis- 
trative center, the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation Culture de- 
partment held a 4 day cul- 
ture camp at the Clover Leaf 
Ranch. The youth slept un- 
der the stars and rose up 
early before the rest of the 
Nation's members even 
thought of getting up. That 
is the way of the Yavapai and 
Apache culture state the el- 
ders of the Nation. 

Imparting knowledge of 
the ways of the Yavapai and 
the Apache is a continuing 
process for the Nation's cul- 
ture department. Whether 
its teaching kids how to 
make a pine needle bas- 
ket or teaching them some 
words in their own culture, 
Gertrude Smith (Yavapai 
Culture director) and Vin- 
cent Randall (Apache cul- 
ture director), aim to ful- 
fill their responsibilities in 
giving the most exposure 
to the Indian youths of the 
Nation. Randall, who is the 
chief historian for the Na- 
tion told the campers how 
they were related to one an- 
other and gave an extensive 
overview of the community 
and its history. Teaching the 
Apache language is Ran- 
dall's forte and the children 
had a good dose of it at the 
camp. 

Smith, the Yavapai Culture 
director said that although it 
was a Yavapai Culture camp, 
it was opened to all of the 
children in the commu- 
nity whether they were just 
Apache or Yavapai. She said 
that it was important to be 
inclusive of the community. 

Trina Honwytewa, 14 year 
old daughter of Brent Hon- 
wytewa and Crystal Rivera 
who is a 10th grader at Min- 


gus Union High School in 
Cottonwood said the camp 
was beneficial to her. “I got 
to learn about relations-who 
you are related to," she said. 
Honwytewa said when she 
was younger, she knew 
much about her culture 
and as the years passed, 
she had forgotten some of 
the things about her cul- 
ture. Honwytewa had par- 
ticipated in pageants where 
she was exposed to impart- 
ing knowledge about her 
culture-learning how to do 
beadworlc and to sew as a 
youngster. 

Honwytewa is a basket- 
ball fanatic and her idol is 
Shoni Schimmel, pro-bas- 
lcetball star who plays for At- 
lanta's women's team. She 
eventually wants to coach 
basketball in the future. At 
the Phoenix Sun's basketball 
held Prescott this past sum- 
mer, she had the opportu- 
nity to meet Eddie Johnson, 
a basketball pro who en- 
couraged her “...to play with 
a good attitude". It's a tall 
order for Honwytewa who 
sees a bright future in play- 
ing basketball overseas on a 
professional basketball team 
for “2 years" she said. 

For now, Honwytewa said 
culture is the most import- 
ant thing to her. At sum- 
mer camp, Honwytewa said 
she liked staying one night 
camping out and that the 
camp taught her how “to 
bond" and how to keep the 
culture alive. She was im- 
pressed with Randall's de- 
scription of how the old peo- 
ple fended for themselves by 
going out to hunt for their 
food and that the food ac- 
quired came from a “free 
grocery store". Honwytewa 
is concerned that “little kids 
aren't interested in their cul- 
ture" 

“We can't call ourselves 


Yavapai-Apache-it's point- 
less if you don't know any- 
thing about your culture," 
she added. 

Another camp partici- 
pant was 14 year old Nasia 
Cardona, the daughter of 
Thomasine and Rudy Car- 
dona. She is a student at a 
private school in Verde Val- 
ley and by chance, got in- 
volved with the culture 
camp while working for the 
summer work program like 
Honwytewa. “I learned who 
I was related to, my clan 
and our history and actually 
learning the language," she 
said. Cardona was also help- 
ing the cultural specialist as 
assistant of arts and crafts 
such as making pine nee- 
dle baskets, pottery, mak- 
ing flutes and storytelling 
using pictographs on pieces 
of paper that looked like an- 
tique deer hide. “You have 
to know your culture so your 
culture won't die," she said. 

Cardona loves horses and 
said being outside is special 
since she use to have horses. 

An older participant, Jor- 
dan Lewis, who is 19 years 


old and an employee of the 
Nation within the culture 
department said that the 
talk by Apache elder, Ran- 
dall, was the most beneficial. 
Lewis is a graduate of South 
Verde High School and has 
taken classes at Yavapai Col- 
lege. “It (the camp) had an 
effect on the ethnicity of our 
people, understanding the 
lineage of our people and 
working with such things as 
the pine needle baskets and 
the blood line of where you 
come from. Our kids need to 
have an understanding both 
of our cultures since we are 
both Yavapai and Apache," 
said Lewis. Lewis is the son 
of Daniel and Corina Lewis 
of Middle Verde. 

Culture specialist Reba 
Franco, a Yavapai, is a 
teacher of the Yavapai lan- 
guage who worked with the 
children at the camp. “They 
(youth) don't learn their lan- 
guage. They're just inter- 
ested in their iPods, mov- 
ies and TV," said Franco. 
“If you don't learn your 
language-we cease to be 
Yavapai or Apache." 


Franco is keen on teach- 
ing the language using greet- 
ings, counting numbers, 
naming colors, body parts, 
names of animals, birds 
and even the type of cloth- 
ing that is worn. She is also 
interested in the mechan- 
ics and structure of the lan- 
guage such as the spelling 
of the words and the distinc- 
tion between verbs, nouns 
and vowels used. 

Franco is totally commit- 
ted to her job as cultural 
specialist. Don't get her 
started on the old days as 
she remembers well. “I grew 
up having nothing— eating 
those deserts rats," she re- 
called about harsh times. 
Her aunt from Prescott 
came down and would 
gather rocks around where 
the present location of the 
Montessori School in Middle 
Verde and hunt for the rats. 
“We had to do with what we 
had," said Franco. 

Franco feels that chil- 
dren today take things for 
granted. “This is what we 
try to teach today — who 
knows — the casino might 
not last, “she warns about 
the future. Franco wants 
the children to learn how 
to gather acorns, walnuts, 
agave, how to skin an ani- 
mal, to tan hides and gather 
red berries. 

“We really need men to 
step up as a spiritual per- 
son," said Franco about the 
short supply of men spiritual 
leaders. “We have to go to 
other places to find spiritual 
persons," she said about how 
the culture center has to go 
away from the Nation to find 
these types of spiritual lead- 
ers to come to the Nation to 
assist with spiritual matters. 

“ I am glad Trina (Hon- 
wytewa) has stepped up so 
that she can teach it to oth- 
ers, to have somebody to 


learn everything about cul- 
ture, the songs, the dances, 
clothing, cooking traditional 
foods, said Franco. 

Historically, the Yavapai 
and Apache were very 
healthy people said Franco. 
“They didn't have diabe- 
tes, they were slim and they 
went out and did all this 
work which helped them in 
their health such as tanning 
hides, making moccasins, 
men were hunters," she said. 

Priscilla Lewis is also a 
culture assistant for the 
Apache culture depart- 
ment who was at the culture 
camp. She knows the im- 
portance of the camp. “We 
are losing our language-we 
need more people to par- 
ticipate," said Lewis. Lewis 
said that community people 
talk about the culture pro- 
grams and blame the culture 
department for not caring 
about the language and ac- 
tivities. “It's very frustrating 
sometimes," she added. She 
wants more parent involve- 
ment with the cultural ac- 
tivities. 

Even though the first cul- 
ture camp this summer had 
a low turnout, the enthusi- 
asm was there for the chil- 
dren. “They didn't want to 
go home. They wanted to 
stay the whole week," said 
Franco. 

An upcoming Yavapai cul- 
ture camp has been planned 
for September and the inter- 
est has been generated from 
the first camp this summer. 

The cultural resource de- 
partment has an extensive 
collection of learning mate- 
rials such as CDs for the lan- 
guages, and learning activ- 
ities for children in schools 
and at home. 

For information on cul- 
tural activities, call their 
main number at 928-649- 
6945. 


LAZARUS 
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lease and was told he had to 
stay within a 50 mile radius 
of Phoenix as he was closely 
monitored for his recovery. 
At the end of June this year, 
he was finally allowed to re- 
turn to his home in Middle 
Verde. “I spent a half a year 
in Phoenix," said Ron. 

Ron is now at home doing 
his art wood sculptures and 
feeding his animals. “I get 


tired but I have to pace my- 
self. When I first came back 
I could only exert myself 2 
hours a day but now its 6-8 
hours a day. Ron is allowed 
only 4 hours of morning 
physical activity and 4 hours 
in the afternoon 4 times a 
week. Lorna, his wife, some- 
times has to remind Ron to 
cease all of his activities out- 
side with his chores. 

It is here that he sits down 
and carves his wood sculp- 
tures made out of local ex- 
otic wood such as mulberry, 


mesquite and cedar. He is 
well-versed in drawing. "I've 
been drawing all my life. I 
had an uncle who was a 
graduate from one of the art 
institutes in New York City 
who was a good artist and 
when he came back to Quec- 
han, he taught me how to 
draw," said Ron. 

Ron has an extensive col- 
lection of printed books 
from the Nation's culture 
center that he illustrated as 
well. This shows traditional 
and contemporary scenes of 


Indian people. He is slated 
to return to the culture cen- 
ter to continue the illustra- 
tions of the Yavapai-Apache 
life ways. 

Ron is also steeped in his 
Quechan ways with using 
the gourds and singing the 
songs of his people. One of 
the first things Ron did was 
participate in a gourd festi- 
val in early May when he re- 
turned to his home in Mid- 
dle Verde. It was here that 
the singers and dancers 
honored him with welcome 


home songs. 

Ron comes from a long 
line of medicine people in 
his family. His grandmother 
was a medicine woman in 
Quechan and his grandfa- 
ther from Laveen near Phoe- 
nix was also a medicine 
man. “She (grandma) lived 
next door and some nights 
we would go over there," re- 
called Ron. 

It is this proud heritage 
and family background that 
has brought wellness and 
healing to the body of Ron. 


Ron and Lorna have 3 chil- 
dren and reside in their 
newly remodeled home in 
Middle Verde. 

The family gives thanks to 
those who remembered Ron 
in their prayers and to the 
medical staff who did their 
utmost to insure Ron's re- 
covery and another chance 
to live. 

“I pray to the Creator — to 
the beliefs of Crazy Horse. 
You have to have a good 
heart, a good mind ..." said 
Ron. 
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Nation elects three new council members 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

On September 19, 2015 an elec- 
tion was held on the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation including the tabu- 
lation of absentee ballots that were 
mailed in prior to the election. 

Three new members were 
elected as incumbents Robin Ha- 
zelwood and Lorna Hazelwood 
were not re-elected. 

Rachel Hood came in with 122 
votes while Lucinda "Cindy" Na- 
hee and Jaime Valles both had 123 
votes each. 

At press time on October 5, the 
swearing in of the 3 new council 
members were still pending due to 
a court challenge of the election by 
Nation member Donald Smith of 
Middle Verde. 

Newly-elected Rachel Hood has 
to resign from her current manager 


position with 
the Nation's 
RV Resort Park. 

Hood was ex- 
cited about 
her impend- 
ing new role as 
council mem- 
ber. 

"I felt like 
it was a fresh 
beginning for Hooc | 

the Yavapai- 
Apache Na- 
tion. This election was different 
than the past, all three candidates 
that won were new and it was their 
first time running for Tribal Coun- 
cil," said Hood. 

Asked about her planned strate- 
gies while serving on the council, 
Hood said that she wanted to start 
on a "confident note and make the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation the best 


possible government". 

Hood also feels that 
her experience in man- 
aging the Nation's RV 
Resort would be bene- 
ficial in her now role as 
council member. 

"I work hard at 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 
Distant Drums and it 
is one of the most suc- 
cessful RV Resort in the 
country and I plan to use 
my education and pre- 
vious work experience to make the 
best decision for the YAN commu- 
nity" said Hood. 

Lucinda 'Cindy' Nahee with 123 
votes, will be vacating her respon- 
sibilities as Diabetes and grant co- 
ordinator from the medical center 
for the Nation. Nahee said that it 
is important for the Nation's mem- 
bers to vote in elections and ex- 


pressed her appreci- 
ation to the commu- 
nity: 

"Thank you 
Yavapai-Apache Na- 
tion community 
members, for exercis- 
ing your right to vote! 

"During the forum 
and our campaigns, 
we stated our plat- 
forms to the commu- 
nity loud and clear. 

"I am looking for- 
ward to serving our community 
by fulfilling these statements. The 
challenge has already begun, but 
we must maintain our integrity by 
learning to dismiss trivial setbacks. 

"I look forward to your contin- 
ued support and will base my de- 
cisions for the welfare of our peo- 
ple. Thank you for entrusting me 
to serve the Yavapai-Apache Na- 


tion!" 

Finally, Jaime 
Valles, also tying 
the vote with Na- 
hee at 123 each 
who has been un- 
available for com- 
ment up to press 
time on October 5, 
wrote in the Sep- 
tember issue of the 
Nation's newspa- 
per the youth are important. 

"We need the younger genera- 
tion to step up and try to make a 
difference for our people. I am here 
to be a leader for our youth, be- 
cause they are our future," wrote 
Valles in his campaign platform be- 
fore the election. 




Valles 



Nahee 



By Don Decker 

YAN News 


The Nation had one continu- 
ous week of activities on the Na- 
tion's land to celebrate the an- 
nual American Indian Day cele- 
brated across America each year 
on September 25. 

From Monday until Thursday 
evening there was a cookout in 
Middle Verde and Clarkdale com- 
munities with a noon meal at the 
Veteran's Memorial Park the last 
day of the week's activity on Fri- 
day. 

Approximately 40 people 
showed up for a BBQ as part of 
the Indian week in Clarkdale on 
Monday evening at 6. Council 
member-elect Rachel Hood and 
Vice Chairwoman Darlene Ru- 
bio made sure all of the food was 
cooked properly (home grown 
beef from the Nation's ranch). 

A movie was also shown in- 
side of the Learning Center. Miss 
Yavapai-Apache Teen Chelsea 



Campos helped with the distribu- 
tion of the cellophane -wrapped 
prizes consisting of various knick- 
knack items during the raffles. 

It was a perfect evening for a 
BBQ although the mosquitos pro- 
vided some competition. 

On Tuesday night, the Na- 
tion's police department cooked 
frybread and beans at the police 
department's garage and trans- 
ferred the meal to the recreation 
center in Middle Verde that eve- 
ning. All members of the police 
department assisted with this 
event although the department 
remained on alert throughout the 
day. 

The frybread making contest 
was held on Wednesday night 
with Zamaya Lowry taking First 
Place for the contest. The flour 
was mixed by her small hands 
and prepared for the rolling pin. 
She had a little help from her par- 
ents dipping the dough in the hot 


SEE INDIAN WEEK PAGE 2 


The Sept 

25 parade 
took floats 
along Mid- 
dle Verde. 
(Photo by 
Don Decker) 




YAN youth, above, dance to the rhythmn of Apache music at the Camp Verde Middle School field 
during Indian Week. Below, Roger Wathogoma, parade grand marshal. (Photos by Don Decker) 


Roger Wathogoma named Grand 
Marshal of Indian Week parade 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Roger Wathogoma of Tun- 
lii was honored by the Indian 
Week committee to serve as this 
year's Grand Marshall. 

Wathogoma is a decorated 
Vietnam War veteran and 
served with the 101st Airborne 
Division in insurgent battles 


with enemy forces while serv- 
ing his duties as an infantry ma- 
chine gunner. 

Wathogoma served in the 
U.S. Army from 1965-67 and 
12 months of that was served 
in Vietnam. Wathogoma was 
wounded during an encounter 
with Viet Cong forces in the vil- 


SEE WATHOGOMA PAGE 6 




Buddy Rocha J r. stands next to the 100-acre plot of arid 
land near the Yavapai-Apache Nation's sand and rock 
operations and envisions large fields of grapes that will 
bolster the Nation's economy. (Photo by Don Decker) 


Nation's newest venture: grapes for winemaking 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Buddy Rocha, Jr., the Na- 
tion's economic develop- 
ment director, and Robert 
Mills, grant writer for the Na- 
tion, both confirmed a grant 
award of $57,000 from the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture Rural Business 
Development office (USDA) 
in mid-September to fund 
a market analysis, feasibil- 
ity study and a business plan 
to develop a vineyard on the 
Nation's land near the Clover 
Leaf Ranch. 


Rocha has the blessings of 
the Nation's council through 
a resolution to pursue what 
Rocha sees as a viable busi- 
ness in growing grapes for 
the wine industry. 

The idea of developing a 
vineyard goes back to 2012 
when grants were written to 
get a study in process to as- 
certain whether the type of 
soil on the Nation's land was 
suited for growing grapes. 

Now with the confirmation 
of the federal assistance, all 
of the necessary initial test- 
ing will be conducted such 
as the soil and water studies 


that will begin the process of 
a 100 -acre vineyard. 

"We will now proceed with 
a joint- venture working with 
the Northern Arizona Uni- 
versity's Arizona Hospitality 
Research and Resource Cen- 
ter (NAUHRRC) to complete 
the work in addition to other 
consultants to conduct wa- 
ter and further soil studies to 
determine the best varietal 
of grapes," Rocha said. 

This day, Rocha is stand- 
ing in a dried field filled with 
desert mesquite and cat claw 
trees on the Nation's land 
about two miles west of the 


administrative headquarters 
of the Nation. The soil is very 
dry and dusty. Although, the 
nearby Verde River will pro- 
vide all of the necessary wa- 
ter for the vineyard, Rocha 
says the vineyard would not 
be a heavy water user. 

"So, this vineyard would 
start right here, on this side 
of the road," he says as he 
points further east about 
one-quarter mile away and 
to the west. "Grapes love 
horrible soil. They can live 
and thrive in the worst type 


SEE GRAPES PAGE 6 
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Margie 
Campos, 
left, gets 
ready to 
present a 
special gift to 
Renee Gon- 
zales, hero 
for saving 
little Takiya's 
life Sunday 
night, Oct. 
4. (Photo by 
Don Decker) 



Renee Gonzales acknowledged (or heroism 


By Don Decker 

YAN news 

Just now, Renee Gon- 
zales was honored in the 
council chambers for res- 
cuing little Talciya Stuart, 8 
1/2 month old baby, the 
daughter of Bethany Lowry 
and Jeremy Stuart of Mid- 
dle Verde this past Sunday 
night. 

Grandmother Margie 
Campos honored Renee 
with some gifts (a beauti- 
ful necklace and a blanket) 


and expressing her appre- 
ciation for coming to the 
aid of the Takiya. 

Little Takiya had stopped 
breathing and Renee per- 
formed the necessary re- 
suscitation to restore nor- 
mal breathing. Takiya was 
taken to the hospital in 
Cottonwood for further ob- 
servation. 

Renee spoke briefly 
about other instances of 
assisting families during 
these emergencies in the 
community as she is certi- 


fied in CPR. CHR manager 
Linda Rocha also spoke 
about Renee's heroism in 
responding to emergency 
events in the community. 

Baby's mother, Beth- 
any read a statement and 
thanking Renee for her 
quick response Sunday 
night. Darlene Rubio, on 
behalf of the council, con- 
gratulated Renee. 

Picture shows Renee be- 
ing embraced by thankful 
mom, Bethany as father 
Jeremy stands nearby. 


YAN police department acquires two new vehicles 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

YAN officer Milfred Tewawina said 
through Police Chief Jon Huey's office, that 
their department purchased two new vehi- 
cles through the COPS Grant (Community 
Oriented Policing Services). 

This special grant is provided through 
the U.S. Department of Justice which as- 
sists state, local and tribal law enforcement 
agencies. 

Since 1995, this department has assisted 
with over $14 million in local assistance to 
police departments across the country. 

Take a look inside of this vehicle and it 
has a place for telemetry communication 
devices which will give immediate feed- 
back to police officers using computers. 

Tewaina said that there are high hopes 
to install these computers in the near fu- 
ture. 

For speed and mobility, the engines 
have high performance V6's and both pa- 


trol vehicles that are "equipped with the 
newest high tech lights and sirens for bet- 
ter visibility and safety'! 

Tewawina shows pride in the new ve- 
hicle as he points out that the "back seats 
can transport prisoners with plenty of leg 
and head room. The seats are hard, made 
of durable plastic lining for a comfy ride to 
their desired destination'! 

The YAN police department know the 
importance of using the proper equipment 
to conduct police patrols for the commu- 
nities. 

Tewawina shows enthusiasm for the 
newly acquired patrol cars. 

"The two new vehicles have been as- 
signed to two of the Patrol Supervisors 
and with the help and support from (YAN) 
council and grant writers, we hope to pur- 
chase more in the near future for the rest 
of the police officers.'' 



YAN police officer Milfred Tewawina shows off the newest addition to the Nation's 
police department. There are 2 new vehicles added to the police fleet though a spe- 
cial federal government grant. (P hoto by Don Decker) 


BIRTHDAYS 



Happy 73rd Birthday to 
our great father Lyman Ir- 
ving and continue to enjoy 
your retirement from B.I.A 
Law Enforcement Services, 
we the family greatly appre- 
ciated that you are still with 
us today. 

Happy Birthday again 
from your lovely daughters 
and beloved grand kids who 
love there grandpa so much. 

May God Bless you and 
many more to come. 




Editor: 

On Saturday, October 3, 2015, the Rus- 
sell family celebrated Aaron Russell's 86th 
birthday with a luncheon at the Hotel at 
Cliff Castle Lodge. 

I want to thank Chairman Beauty, Vice- 
Chair Darlene Rubio, Karla Reimer, and 
the Hotel staff, especially Olivia and Mi- 
chelle for allowing us to celebrate my dad's 
birthday in the Sedona room. 


etter to the editor 

My dad is an elder and has served the 
Yavapai- Apache Nation for over 40 years. 

He has led our community as a former 
chairman, vice-chair, councilman, vet- 
eran, and businessman. 

Lastly, happy birthday daddy ... thank 
you for living a legacy of love, faith, family, 
community service, and integrity. 

Siera Russell 




Happy Birthday to my beautiful daugh- 
ter Araceli Mendez, you are a very strong 
and beautiful young woman. 

I am very proud of you keep doing your 
best at everything. Have a wonderful day 
on your birthday October 26, 2015. 


I want to send a huge Happy Birthday to 
my beautiful cousin, Desha Chicharello on 
October 20, 2015. 

Have an awesome day Shay. 

Wishing Robbie Gonzales a wonderful 
day on his birthday October 7, 2015. 


Yavapai-Apache 
Nation's finally 
tally of votes on 
Sept. 19, 2015 

- Andrea Chavez 24 
- Nancy Guzman 105 

- Lorna Hazelwood 106 
-Robin Hazelwood 112 

- Rachel Hood 122 

- Robert Jackson 98 

- Libby Johnson 48 

- Lucinda 'Cindy' 

Nahee 123 

- Roberta Quail 43 
- Lillian Ross 63 

- Maureen Sanchez 51 

- Raymond Trujillo 104 

- Jaime Valles 123 


INDIAN WEEK 
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skillet and the taster's choice 
confirmed her First Place 
award. 

A craft night was held at 
the recreation center the 
same evening where the 
Montessori School staff 
brought 2 craft activities 
that got the community in- 
volved with making a "God's 
Eye" yarn weaving using 
crossed-sticks and a simu- 
lated rainmaking stick about 
12 inches long with small 
seeds pouring around inside 
of the tubular "rain stick." 
The Apache culture depart- 
ment brought a miniature 
drum- making and miniature 
felt -boot making activity. 
Troy Kaslca, Yavapai, taught 
miniature drum-making. 

The craft night was a ben- 
eficial evening as different 
groups of families sat down 
together for an evening meal 
while working together on 
their crafts. 

Finally, on Thursday 
night, a BBQ was held at the 
Middle Verde baseball field 
along with a showing of an 
outdoor movie set up on the 
field. With hamburgers and 
hot dogs being cooked by 


Brian Marquez of the Wild 
Land Fire crew, there was 
plenty of food for everyone 
and more for 'take-home' 
plates for the community. 
Margie Campos, public re- 
lations assistant, who coor- 
dinated all of the week's ac- 
tivities, had free raffle give 
-aways to participants every 
night of the week at the re- 
spective communities were 
the events were held. 

The elders of the Nation 
also received a special gift 
of the Nation's coffee mug 
with the seal and packed 
with various healthy snacks 
inside of the cup. 

Friday morning, a com- 
munity run was held di- 
rected by Laurie Kaaekua- 
hiwi, a Nation member, who 
facilitated the 2 mile run 
around the neighborhood of 
Middle Verde. 

Runners of all ages and 
experience level took part in 
the run which culminated 
with the award of a com- 
memorative t-shirt mark- 
ing the occasion for each 
runner. Many of the Na- 
tion's members simply 
walked in the fun-run and 
some pushed baby strollers 
around the course. 

The same morning after 
the morning run, a parade 


began at 9 a.m. in Middle 
Verde with Roger Wathog- 
oma as the Grand Marshal 
for the parade. Wathogoma, 
a decorated Vietnam War 
veteran with a Commen- 
dation Medal and a Purple 
Heart in 1966, was greeted 
along the parade route by 
community members. 

There were approximately 
7 floats in the parade with 
some vehicles that were sim- 
ply covered with Indian- de- 
signed blankets while other 
floats were highly deco- 
rated, intricate and embel- 
lished with colorful artwork. 
The Nation's Agriculture De- 
partment had a fall-harvest 
themed float with corn stalks 
and field-grown vegetables 
from the Nation's farm that 
were strategically placed on 
their float as children sat on 
bales of hay wearing orange 
colored t-shirts. 

The Nation's council 
also had their float as they 
rode through the commu- 
nity sitting on bales of hay 
as they tossed out candy and 
multi-colored t-shirts em- 
blazed with the Nation's logo 
on the back. 

It was a perfect day for a 
parade as the temperatures 
were mild. 


Local history trivia 

By Vincent Randall 

Apache culture director/YAN 


Did you know... 

1 ...that in 1966, the Yavapai-Apache Nation had one paid 
employee, Wesley White, the ditch walker. 

2 ...that most of the People (YAN) have English surnames 
because our People at San Carlos (1875-1900) got matched 
up with a soldier's name who was stationed there. 

3. ...that prior to receiving English surnames, our Peo- 
ple had numbers like MA#1, MA#2 (MA=Mohave Apache) 
or TA#1, TA #2 (TA=Tonto Apache) because they could not 
write our Indian names. 

4. ...that up until 1960, our YAN adults spoke each other's 
language fluently regardless of being Apache or Yavapai. 

5. ...that the late Moody Bonnaha pitched in the first lit- 
tle league games in Arizona for the Clarlcdale team. The 
league consisted of Clarlcdale, Jerome, Iron King (Hum- 
boldt), Prescott and are the first official little league teams in 
Arizona. 

6. ...that pop-over (AKA frybread) dipped in canned toma- 
toes was a delicacy of our YAN elders as a meal. 

7. ...that Charles Bonnaha was selected to the 1956 Ari- 
zona High School All-State Football Team playing for the 
Mingus High School Rams. 

8. ...that the first Baptist sermon in the territory of Arizona 
was preached by Pastor Bristow under a cottonwood tree 
near the present administration building. 
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EDUCATION 

Nation's education department meets with Clarkdale-Jerome Elementary School 



Lisa Sandoval, Nation’s member and director of Higher 
Education Program stops momentarily to speak to the 
teachers about Clarkdale community. “Lisa Sandoval, 
director of Higher Education for the Nation, leads a group 
of teachers and staff members on a short tour of the 
Clarkdale community during the C-J Elementary School 
teacher orientation to the Nation. (Photo by Don Decker) 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Members from the pro- 
fessional services of the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 
met with about 30 teachers 
and staff members from the 
Clarkdale-Jerome Elemen- 
tary School (C-J Elementary 
School) on September 2 in 
the afternoon at the Nation's 
Clarkdale Learning Center. 

Led by Lisa Sandoval, 
Higher Ed. Coordinator and 
Larry Jackson, TERO man- 
ager for the Nation who is 
also a pastor of a church 
in Clarkdale (and grand- 
parent of some of the chil- 
dren attending the Clarkdale 
school), the community 
meeting was about how to 
provide better services to 
the Nation's school chil- 
dren attending C-J Elemen- 
tary School. Sandoval is also 
a member of the Nation and 
a Clarkdale resident. San- 
doval praised the initiatives 


set forth in the community 
meeting with the school. “I 
think it was a good first step 
and there's a lot of room for 
collaboration. The admin- 
istration (of the school) has 
reached out," said Sandoval. 

Sandoval is a Northern Ar- 
izona University graduate. 

Vincent Randall and 
Gerdie Smith provided cul- 
tural insights from their 
perspective (Apache and 
Yavapai) of the challenges 
that face Indian school chil- 
dren. There was also a walk- 
through in the Clarkdale 
neighborhood led by San- 
doval. Upon returning to 
the center, there were some 
ideas exchanged on the mat- 
ter of creating better com- 
munication with the school 
and the Clarkdale Indian 
community. Teachers had 
an opportunity to express 
their desire to make this 
communication more effec- 
tive. 

Steve Doerlcsen, assistant 


principal of C-J Elementary 
School said his staff mem- 
bers like the community 
meeting. “It was enlighten- 
ing for all of us, to know the 
history and to focus on a 
positive relationship— and 
to build on this. We can draw 
from the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation — they have much to 
offer," said Doerlcsen, who is 
not new to Indian education 
as he spent 17 years in the 
Globe Public Schools in Ar- 
izona where he had contact 
with the San Carlos Apache 
students at the high school. 
He was responsible for the 
building of the High Desert 
Middle School in Globe that 
has many of the students 
from San Carlos Apache. In 
addition, Doerlcsen spent 8 
years in Kodiak, Alaska, an 
island “only accessable by 
jet" where he was director 
of the village schools and di- 
rector of the Title VIII Indian 
Education Equalization Act 
that also funds activities at 


the Clarkdale School. 

Sylvia Wilson, an elder 
from the Clarkdale com- 
munity was also part of the 
planning committee along 
with Rachel Jackson another 
school tutor from the J.O.M./ 
education department. 

Wilson is a grandmother 
to some of the children in 
the schools and said that 
bringing the traditional 
languages of the Yavapai- 
Apache language into the 
school would be a good 
start. She says that there is 
no culture being taught in 
the schools except for the af- 
ter-school tutoring program. 
“The school wants to bring 
in the German language," 
said Wilson who seems to 
believe that the school's cur- 
riculum needs to be revised 
to accommodate the tradi- 
tional languages. 

Other Nation's profes- 
sional people attending were 
Leona Wathogoma (Edu- 
cation), Judie Piner (Pres- 


ervation and Technology), 
Rebo Franco (Yavapai Cul- 
ture Dept), Rachel Walter 
(Social Service), Shaina Gyce 
(C-J Elementary School tu- 
tor/counselor) and Cora Lei 


Marquez and Arlan Carl- 
ton-Youth Prevention Coun- 
selors from the Nation who 
spoke briefly about their 
programs. 


Joel Beauty selected as king for Camp Verde High School homecoming 



Lucy Showers and Joel Beauty enjoy the moment together as they are named King 
and Queen for the Camp Verde High School annual Homecoming. Later on in the eve- 
ning, the King and Queen had their first formal dance at the Homecoming. (Photo by 
Don Decker.) 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

September 18 was a mo- 
ment to remember for many 
at the Homecoming game as 
this was the first time that a 
Nation's member had been 
named as royalty in the 
school's history.. .that Joel 
Beauty, a member of the Na- 
tion was nominated and se- 
lected by the student body 
to represent them in the 
Homecoming as King. 

After a morning parade 
that featured all of the 4 sets 
of senior candidates vying 
for the King and Queen's 
court, the results were not 
made until half time of the 
football game that night. 

Joel recalls that night as 
the pickup trucks were lined 
up for entry to the front of 
the grandstands with the 
royalty candidates, by some 
strange quirk, Joel's golf 
coach ended up driving the 
truck onto the track at the 
last second. Joel thought that 
was a good omen as Joel has 
been very successful playing 
on the school's golf team in 
the #1 position for the last 3 
years. 

Halftime was the moment 
of suspense for Thomas 
and Nadie Beauty, parents 
of Joel, who stood up in the 
stands as the announcer 
slowly read out the results of 
the selection for Homecom- 


ing King and Queen. v “And 
this year's homecoming..." 
said the announcer as the 


Beauty's listened intently. 
The parents greeted Joel im- 
mediately during half time 


as Joel shared the moment 
with his parents as friends 
dropped by to take pictures. 


Mother, Nadie said she 
spoke with Joel about “ac- 
cepting the outcome, 
whether it is good or bad" 
during the process of selec- 
tion of the royalty. “When 
they arrived on the field (in 
front of the stands), I was re- 
ally proud of him," said Na- 
die. “We were shocked," 
she added after it was an- 
nounced that Joel had been 
selected as King for home- 
coming. 

Thomas is the chairman of 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
and Nadie is the comptrol- 
ler for the Nation. They have 
another son, Jared, who at- 
tends the middle school in 
Camp Verde. 

Making Plans 

This is Joel's final year in 
high school. “I practically 
know the date, May 19 of 
next year," says Joel with a 
big smile about graduating 
from school. He has his sight 
on Arizona State University 
and has made preliminary 
inquiries and application for 
admittance to the university. 
“Their acceptance grade 
point average isn't bad. It's 
3.0 and I have a 3.4 average," 
he says proudly. 

“I like ASU because it's 
close to home, in case I need 
money," he joked. The truth 
is that ASU has an excel- 
lent pre-law program that 
will propel Joel to finish his 


law degree. “I want to roll 
that right into law school," 
he added about his pre-law 
studies. 

Joel also has an eye on 
moving into one of the 
dorms instead of living off 
campus. 

Joel also gives lots of credit 
to his involvement with the 
UNITY organization as he 
has been president of the 
youth organization for a long 
time that holds its meet- 
ing on the Nation. This has 
given him the necessary 
confidence that drives his 
motivation to become better 
at everything he does. 

This past summer, he par- 
ticipated in the national 
UNITY conference in Wash- 
ington, D.C. where he had 
a chance to participate in 
the White House Indian 
Youth Conference where 
he personally met Michelle 
Obama. 

Right now, he holds a 
part time job cooking at the 
Burger King in Camp Verde. 
“I do all the cooking there," 
he said. 

Joel is easy to get along 
with and has a great sense of 
humor. “I like being every- 
body's friend," he said about 
the wide circle of friends that 
he has at the high school. 



In the middle of the gym, Nation’s young girls did the Bird Dance as they listened to 
the cadence of the Bird Singers which is composed of Troy Kaska, Ugualla and some 
boys. (Photo by Don Decker) 

Yavapai-Apache Nation Cultural Awareness Day 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Yavapai-Apache Nation 
members made an appear- 
ance at the Camp Verde El- 
ementary School on Mon- 
day, September 21, right af- 
ter lunch to share the culture 
of the Nation. This occasion 
is to honor Native American 
week which is being com- 
memorated with nightly 
cookouts and various activ- 
ities up until Culture Day on 
Friday, September 25. 

Reba Franco, Yavapai 
Culture Specialist, Troy 


Kaska, Yavapai culture 
teacher, James Ugualla 
from the Supai Nation, Lau- 
rie Kaaelcuahiwi, elemen- 
tary school counselor (YAN 
member) and Roberta Quail, 
school counselor, who orga- 
nized and hosted this event. 

Ugualla shared with the 
student body, the signif- 
icance of the Bird Dance 
and even got the students 
to wave their hands as the 
Gourd rattles resonated 
throughout the gym. 

In the middle of the gym, 
Nation's young girls did the 
Bird Dance as they listened 


to the cadence of the Bird 
Singers which is composed 
of Troy Kaska, Ugualla and 
some boys. 

From the Apache side, 
Delmondo Cypres, Darin 
Smith and some other young 
boys sang Apache songs as 
the girls danced in tradi- 
tional style wearing camp 
dresses. 

For the grand finale, 
Apache singers got the 
whole student body out 
on the gym floor for a tra- 
ditional Apache hoe-down 


SEE AWARENESS PAGE 5 


Vance Tewawina nominated for Homecoming King 



Vance Tewawina stands ready with Lucy Showers for 

the Homecoming Parade for Camp Verde High School. 
During the half-time, Joel Beauty and Flowers were 
Named King and Queen for the Homecoming festivities. 
(Photo by Don Decker) 


Vance just 
turned 18 years 
old and has 
made tentative 
plans for college 

By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Along with three other 
couples at the high school, 
Vance and Lucy Showers 
were nominated by their fel- 
low seniors to compete for 
the titles of King and Queen 
during the homecoming 
season at Camp Verde High 
School. 

After the nomination of 
the four couples, the student 
body had to vote to name 
the King and Queen that 
evening at the Homecoming 
game. 

Joel Beauty and Lucy 
Showers were named the 
new King and Queen. 

Vance and Joel Beauty 
were the two Native Amer- 
icans honored to represent 
the student body throughout 
the homecoming festivities. 

Vance is an extremely tal- 
ented person in graphic arts 
as he won the Camp Verde 
Centennial Logo contest in 
2014 which gave the town 
of Camp Verde a new im- 


age that was entirely Vance's 
concept. 

Vance loves the game of 
high school golf and has in- 
tentions to play college golf 
after he graduates from high 
school this coming year. 

He has the full support 
of his parents Ophelia and 
Milford Tewawina of Camp 
Verde. Father Milford is a 
law enforcement officer for 
the Yavapai-Apache Na- 
tion while his mother, Oph- 
elia is the director of the Day 
Care Center for the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation. 


Father, Milford, was a for- 
mer long distance runner in 
the 1990s and is a member 
of the Hopi tribe with tradi- 
tions tied to the Hopi com- 
munity of Mungapi near 
Tuba City. 

Mother, Ophelia, is from 
Chinle and Vance has three 
brothers who attend col- 
lege in the Phoenix area and 
a sister attending American 
Heritage Academy. 

Vance just turned 18 years 
old and has made tentative 
plans for college. 
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Frybread King: Charles Green makes best frybread in Verde Valley 



Charles Green swears by his own frybread recipes and 
says that none of the other frybread makers can make 
frybread like he can. (Photo by Don Decker) 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

It's a rainy September day 
in Clarlcdale on the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation and it ; s just 
the right time to grab a fresh 
frybread. Charles Green is 
the man who knows all 
about cooking frybread. 

It's a long ways from 
Tampa, Florida for Green 
but the Nation has been 
home for Green for many 
years because he has strong 
social ties: he's married 
to an Apache, Alice Green 
Hines, the daughter of 
Apache elder Rozella Hines. 
They have 5 kids. "One just 
left the nest," says Green. 

Green swears by his own 
frybread recipes and says 
that none of the other fry- 
bread makers can make fry- 
bread like he can. 

"I learned this from an In- 
dian lady-Mrs. Freida (Es- 
wonia) who was teaching 
down at the culture build- 
ing," says Green. 

Green is underneath his 
white tent next to the car- 
port at noon as a torrential 
rain pounds the top of the 
tent. 

He takes out a ball of 
dough and rolls it out with 
a rolling pin on the table 
covered with flour. After the 
dough is flattened, Green 
gently drops it into a hot siz- 
zling skillet. 

"We want this to be nice 
and hot. We don't make fry- 
bread ahead of time-it's 
cooked fresh to order, that 
way you get it fresh and it's 
not sittin' around" he says 
as he flips the frybread once 
with a large cooking fork. 
Soon the trademark bubbled 
surface of the frybread look- 


ing like the pock marks on a 
brown moon surface shows 
clearly as Green flops the 
frybread onto a paper plate 
layered with a paper towel. 

"I put my frybread up 
against anybody's frybread," 
says Green with a serious 
look. 

"It's gotta be nice, fluffy 
and light and fresh out of the 
grease," he says as he hands 
me the frybread. It's a tast- 
er's choice. 

On one of the tent poles, 
a homemade menu hangs 
precariously which gives the 
customers many options: 
Ted chilli pork) 'Indian taco' 
(with all the trimmings), 
'brownies', and the local 
teen's favorite-— 'hot pickles! 
There's powdered sugar for 
the serious tourist types who 
love the white stuff on their 
frybread. 

It's a slow day today be- 
cause of the rain but on a 
good Saturday, Green lassos 
all the local town people, the 
rez folks and an occasional 
tourist that may have seen 
one of Green's sign at the 
service station not far from 
the rez. 

"They saw frybread be- 
ing cooked on the cooking 
network," says Green about 
a lone tourist who made a 
foray onto the rez because 
the paper signs gave good 
directions to his frybread 
stand. Green has signs stuck 
on bulletin boards in Old 
Towne Cottonwood and at 
the Walgreen's drug store 
in Cottonwood 2 miles east. 
His wife also spreads the 
word when she goes shop- 
ping at the local markets. 
The Clarlcdale beauticians 
love Green's frybread so they 
drop by to pick up their or- 


ders because it's convenient 
for them and it's quick. And 
don't forget the ladies down 
at the Ovah Smoke Shop 
down the road. 

Green takes a lot of pride 
in his work as a cook as he 
is also a cook for the Senior 
Program for the Nation. He 
gets to his kitchen around 
6 in the morning and starts 
to prepare the day's menu 
which has to be served at the 
Clarlcdale and Middle Verde 
senior dining halls precisely 
at noon each day 5 days a 
week. 

The seniors look forward 
to his chicken ala' king , 
the special chilli stew, the 
sloppy Joes, the meat loaf 
(that will make one's mouth 
water) , the baked chicken 
with mashed potatoes and 
a side of cold slaw and they 
know that Green's cooking 
is made from scratch each 
day because the seasoning is 
sprinkled in there by Green 


in the correct proportion. "If 
a cook don't love his job, it'll 
show in his work. I have no 
confidence in skinny cooks. 
I want my cook to be a fat 
jolly cook because that lets 
me know he is tasting his 
food (when he/she is cook- 
ing)," says Green in obvious 
reference to himself. "I got 
to taste the food I'm cook- 
ing. I can't serve the food if I 
don't taste it," he adds in ref- 
erence to quality control of 
his cooking. "If you put your 
heart into your food, you can 
taste it" 

Green has a strong south- 
ern Florida drawl and he 
definitely has a passion for 
cooking. 

Green says that peo- 
ple need to notice the sub- 
tle nuances of cooking as he 
points out that chilli beans 
is geographically differ- 
ent. "You get chilli from the 
southwest and it's a whole 
lot different from back east — 


it has a different flavor," he 
adds. "Up north, you might 
have pinto beans, back 
east they use kidney beans, 
so different regions of the 
country have different ingre- 
dients." 

Green uses pinto beans in 
Indian country exclusively. 

He learned all the cook- 
ing in fancy places in Las Ve- 
gas such as the now defunct 
Dunes Hotel where the Bal- 
lagio now sits on the main 
drag and all the way in Buf- 
falo, New York. That was 
long ago before Green got 
married and he came out 
west from Tampa to live with 
his mom in Vegas. Construc- 
tion work was physically de- 
manding for Green as a con- 
crete finisher back in Flor- 
ida, so he found work wash- 
ing dishes in the casinos. "I 
made more money washing 
dishes in Vegas then con- 
struction work in Florida," 
says Green proudly. 

Then, one thing led to an- 
other in Vegas. That's when 
he started hanging around 
the kitchen watching all the 
chubby cooks Green talks 
about. Now, with 30 years of 
cooking experience, he has 
bragging rights. 

Green says being a cook 
on the rez is also like being a 
"detective" especially when 
delivering meals to seniors 
at their homes. "Someone 
taking 16 meds a day has 
to be on schedule so when 
meals are delivered by 10 
each morning they can take 
their meds with their food," 
says Green. " 

Green says one has to 
talk with the seniors with- 
out prying into their per- 
sonal matters when deliv- 
ering meals to homes. "It's 


the only contact with peo- 
ple they got outside of 
the house. You have to 
talk to them for a min- 
ute. Ask them, 'how's 
your day going?' 'how you 
feelin?"- questions like that. 
If a senior ain't lookin' right- 
(if) they're disoriented — we 
need to report that back to 
our supervisor-so they can 
contact the senior advocate," 
says Green. 

Green says a senior lunch 
may be the only full meal 
they get for the day and with 
a light sandwich for the eve- 
ning. "You shouldn't eat a 
full meal before the night 
and lay down on it," he says. 
Green looks at me and says, 
"You have to watch it, cuz' 
I put the weight on you 
brother! 

Besides selling frybread 
on weekends to make ends 
meet, Green also has a cater- 
ing business for such things 
as weddings and cooking for 
other family gatherings like 
picnics and birthdays. "Say, 
you got family cornin' for the 
weekend and you don't feel 
like cookin' — call me!" says 
Green. Green also recalls 
an incident in which a cou- 
ple getting married heard 
about Green and were doing 
some price shopping for ca- 
tering and found out Green 
had the best price. "I tell you 
what — that couple went ev- 
erywhere in town and priced 
it out — 2 days later, he was 
back saying, 'OK,' 'OK!" 

So, if you have a hankering 
for some authentic Indian 
frybread, Charles Green in 
Clarlcdale can put the magic 
together for you. 

Oh, no deliveries. 


Elders surprised by Montessori students at lunch during Indian week 



Nel Engle accepts a gift from a child. (Photo by Don Decker) 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

About 34 students from the 
Montesorri School hiked up to 
the senior luncheon diner on Wiki 
Way from their school about 3 
blocks away below the center. Led 
by school director Leticia Ancira, 
these students made their own 
special gifts that they brought up 
to give to the elders who come to 
the center on a daily basis for a 
noon lunch. 

These gifts included sand 
painted pictures of eagles framed 
by colored popsicle sticks, dream 
catchers, beaded necklaces and 
other assorted crafts. 

The elders, about 15 of them, 
were surprised by the young chil- 
dren who are between the ages of 
4 and 6. 

The children lined up outside 
and marched in slowly and quietly 
and stood between the tables as 
elders looked on. 

Peggy Quail, one of the regulars 
who just retired from the courts at 


the Nation said, "I love it. I always 
enjoy their arts and crafts". The 
children seemed to have a sparkle 
in their eyes as they slowly walked 
near the elders to see who would 
receive their special gift. 

Delores Plunkett, elder, was sur- 
prised by her own grandson, Car- 
ter, who brought a sandpainting 
of Bell Rock, a sacred rock for the 
Yavapai. "I got the best one," said 
grandma Plunkett. 

Nathan Quail, another elder 
was impressed. "I'm glad these 
guys are learning their craft and 
recognizing their elders — I want 
to thank them for all their doings'! 

Council-elect Cindy Nahee said 
"...it was unexpected. I feel so 
loved." 

Elders were very touched by this 
special moment with gift sharing 
by the children and the Montes- 
sori School really went the extra 
distance to make this a special oc- 
casion for the elders. 

Thanks from the elders!! 


Local youth football team excels 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

The Coyotes, part of the 
Camp Verde Community 
Youth Football, has a spe- 
cial place for 9-11 year olds 
who love the sport of foot- 
ball. Team members come 
from all nationalities and 
this melting pot which also 
includes 2 female players on 
the field makes for a good 
mix on weekend youth foot- 
ball. ..better than the NFL 
games because it's kids that 
everyone knows in the com- 
munity. 

There are several tribal 
members on the team: 
Davon "Debo" Beauty, son 
of Dexter Beauty of Middle 
Verde and Joann Cherry of 
Phoenix, Phillip and Lillian 
Begay who are children of Ra- 
chel Evans, Cody Engle son 
of Jason and Rhonda Engle, 
Mario Baca son of Rhiannon 
Hood, Allissa Robles, daugh- 
ter of Mamie Fox and Joe Ro- 
bles of Middle Verde and Ka- 
haeden Montegomery son 
of Beverly Crawford and John 
Montegomery of Tunlii, Jason 
Fullmer, Jr. son of Jason Full- 


mer, Sr. and Olivia McMahon 
of Middle Verde. 

The Coyotes and their par- 
ents pack up their gear on 
weekends and go to places 
like Wiclcenburg, Bagdad and 
as far north as Page to play 
serious football. 

There's energy and the 
players don their helmets, 
mouth guards and other pro- 
tective gear and take their po- 
sitions on the field. It's a full 
contact sport but parent Ja- 
son Fullmer says that there 
are no head to head tack- 
les allowed in the sport and 
these penalties for such inci- 
dents are avoided always he 
said. 

Take a walk along the side- 
lines during one of their 
games and hear the coaches 
yelling in the plays from the 
sidelines. There's no con- 
demnation for playing ball 
because parents and coaches 
believe in positive reinforce- 
ment of their children unlike 
old -school football with fum- 
ing coaches slapping players 
on their helmets and irritated 
screaming fans. But here in 
Camp Verde, it's all fun in the 
name of sports. 


Jason Fullmer, Sr. and wife 
Olivia keep the stats because 
their son, Jason Jr. is on the 
team. "We lost this past week- 
end in Wiclcenburg (Septem- 
ber 25) because of politics," 
says dad Jason about their 6 
point loss. Otherwise, their 
current record would be 3-0. 
"The referees had some bad 
calls," said Fullmer in sport- 
man's-like fashion. 

To support themselves, the 
team has fundraisers to help 
defray the costs of expenses 
for the team and this year 
the Nation's rec department 
picked up part of the tab. 

The Coyotes are no push- 
over either has they have 
traveled to Williams to run 
up a score of 47-13 and then 
pounced on the Cottonwood 
Cardinals with a 49-12 win. 

The Coyotes' season ends 
with a game in Bagdad west 
of Prescott on October 17 
and then the play-offs will be 
played at Mingus Union High 
School field on November 7. 
"We're pretty strong. I'm sure 
we are going to make it to the 
play offs- do or die," said Full- 
mer who works for the EPA 
department of the Nation. 



Jason Fullmer, Jr. makes a touch down from a 40 yard run. (Photo by Don Decker) 
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Mingus Union High School participates in YAN culture 



Vincent Randall, Apache Culture director of the 
Nation visits with Mingus Union High School Indian 
students to tell them about the history of the People. 
(Photo by Don Decker) 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Around 12:30 the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation students be- 
gin filing into the library to 
hear Apache culture director 
Vincent Randall give a talk 
about Yavapai-Apache cul- 
ture. 

Going on its 3rd year, 
these culture presentations 
by the cultural department 
of the Nation has been met 
with great success and ac- 
ceptance by the high school 
students 

According to Shelly 
Kitchen, high school coun- 
selor who works with Indian 
students at Mingus Union 
High School. 

It's part lunch time and 
class time for the students 
who have soft drinks and 
snacks in their hands as they 
find their seats in the library. 

For the next hour and 40 


minutes the students will in- 
teract with Randall who is 
an expert in Apache culture. 
Randall is a retired school 
teacher (and basketball 
coach) as well and finds his 
comfort space in the library 
as he greets the students. 

The knowledge Randall 
imparts is civics and history 
together as he discusses the 
separation of powers among 
the judicial, executive and 
legislative branches of the 
government at the federal 
level. 

Randall talks about laws 
and how they are made at 
the Congressional level and 
how other laws are enforced 
down to the local level with 
the state, county and city. 

He makes a distinction 
between the House of Rep- 
resentatives and the Sen- 
ate and the composition of 
these offices through repre- 
sentation of each state. 


It's a good civic lesson and 
the students are taking down 
notes as Randall promised 
them at the beginning of 
class that he would quiz or 
test them sometime in the 
future. 

How land was treated 
when the Europeans first 


colonized the new world 
proved to be an ire among 
the Indians who were here 
already according to Ran- 
dall. 

"People in Europe owned 
the property they lived on 
and when they came, they 
didn't have property. For us, 


we didn't look at the land 
like owning the land — who 
owns the land? In our way of 
life, we lived more or less, on 
it," says Randall. 

But the Europeans had a 
different view of the land as 
to who had the rights to the 
land according to Randall. 

Randall says that the 'Doc- 
trine of Discovery', a belief 
that the conquest of the new 
world by the Spanish, the 
French and British was legit- 
imate because they viewed 
the inhabitants of the new 
world as "uncivilized" and 
the new arrivals from Eu- 
rope as "civilized. 

In the late 1700s, John 
Marshall was appointed 
the 4th Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court and it was 
through Marshall (The Mar- 
shall Plan, 1835) who gave 
the connotation of the word 
"savages" to the Indians by 
inferring that Indians didn't 


know any better and that In- 
dians didn't have the same 
rights as those who were 
taking the land according to 
Randall. 

It's a valuable lesson for 
the students and they are 
keen to take notes of his lec- 
ture and the students listen 
intently. 

Shelly Kitchen stu- 
dents says that the Yavapai- 
Apache Culture department 
is "doing a great job" in com- 
ing to the school and teach- 
ing the students in all areas 
of culture: language, arts 
and crafts, and history. 

"Vincent is the common 
thread," says Kitchen who 
also gives credit to Gerdie 
Smith, head of the Yavapai 
Culture department who 
participates in these activ- 
ities. 

"It's fantastic," exclaims 
Kitchen who says the culture 
series is in its 3rd year. 


Nation’s oldest surviving tribal chairman celebrates 86th birthday 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 



Aaron Russell celebrated his 86th birthday spending 
an afternoon at the Hotel at Cliff Castle in Middle Verde 
with family members who came to greet him on Satur- 
day, October 3. (Photo by Don Decker) 


Aaron Russell celebrated 
his 86th birthday spending 
an afternoon at the Hotel at 
Cliff Castle in Middle Verde 
with family members who 
came to greet him on Satur- 
day, October 3. 

Aaron was married to 
the late Joanna Gibson, an 
Apache from Middle Verde. 
Aaron was born on October 
1, 1929 in Clarlcdale. 

He attended Ash Fork and 
Clarlcdale Public Schools 
and graduated in 1947. 
Aaron enlisted in the U.S, 
Navy, serving 4 years during 
the Korean War in the early 
50s. 

When Aaron was dis- 
charged from the armed 


forces, he attended the Elec- 
tronic Institute of Ingle- 
wood, California where he 
received an Associate of Sci- 
ence Degree. 

In 1966 Aaron was elected 
as Chairman of the Nation 
and he has also served as 
Vice Chairman and coun- 
cil member over the years. 
Aaron and his closest allie, 
Ted Smith, Sr. envisioned a 
casino and help get the ca- 
sino started. 

In addition, Aaron man- 
aged the first RV park long 
ago where the present ca- 
sino now sits as well as the 
old visitor center below the 
casino that has been razed. 

Earlier, Aaron was the di- 
rector of the Prescott Indian 
Center for many years be- 
ginning in the mid-70s. 


Aaron continues to man- 
age the Ohva Smoke Shop in 
Clarlcdale, the oldest smoke 
shop since the early 80s. 

Aaron had many visitors 
on Saturday from as far away 
as Brooklyn, New York with 
son-in-law Fred Ponte and 
niece-in-law Dana Ponte. 

From Clarlcdale, Sacheeh 
Talcetchera Ponte, grand- 
daughter with great-grand- 
daughter Giovanna Pon- 
te-Russell. 

Other cousins from 
Clarlcdale attending in- 
cluded Rev. Larry and Thala 
Jackson, Bernadette Wil- 
liams, Monique (Jackson) 
and Clark Prigmore, Syl- 
via Wilson, a friend, Frieda 
(Russell) Eswonia and 
Dale-sister, Alexi Eswo- 
nia and Chad, great niece 


(granddaughter Indian way). 

From Cornville Siera Ta- 
lcetchera Russell, great-niece 
(party hostess) and from 
Cottowood, Gary Nelson 
and Luann Nelson, friends. 

From California, Marty 
and Rachel Caling, nephew, 
Winona Durant and Dave 
Riclcerd, sister, from Tucson, 
Louvette and Vernon Rus- 
sell, niece and Mackenzie 
Russell, great-niece (grand- 
daughter Indian way), and 
Chinle on the Navajo Res- 
ervation Eddie and Peggy 
Scott, nephew. 

Courtney Scott (brother 
of Eddie Scott) and Lou- 
ise Scott, nephew, Rev. Bill 
and Jan Gowey, friends and 
caterer for birthday party, 
Sarena Rogers, friend and 
caterer's daughter. Niece, 


Novie and Heiji Klotzbach, 
Byron Russell and Rhonda 
Bell, nephew, Stephen Rus- 
sell, great nephew (grand- 
son Indian way), from Ft. 
McDowell, Paul Russell, 
nephew and councilman for 
Ft. McDowell Indian Com- 


munity, and Daniel Russell, 
Jr., nephew. 

Finally, Muriel Vaughn, 
niece and Sean Vaughn, 
nephew to Aaron both of 
Phoenix. 


Cross-country running in Hopi country 



Laurie Kaaekuahiwi comes in on the finish line after 
the grueling jog-walk up a cliff at Shungapavi Village 
on Second Mesa, Arizona. (Photo courtesy of Laurie 
Kaaekuahiwi) 


By Laurie Kaaekuahiwi 

Contributing Reporter 

On Sept. 6, I participated 
in the 42nd Annual Louis 
Tewanima Footrace in the 
Shungopavi Village, Second 
Mesa. 

It was my first time run- 
ning this event and I will 
definitely be back again next 
year. 

My husband and I left for 
Winslow from the Verde Val- 
ley on Saturday to stay the 
night before the run on Sun- 
day. 

The next morning we left 
for Shungopavi at 4:30 a.m. 
since it takes one hour to get 
there from Winslow and the 


race starts at 6 a.m. 

As we arrived, the sun was 
rising and what a breath- 
taking sunrise it was! 

The air was crisp and 
cool. There were many run- 
ners warming up and sign- 
ing in and preparing for the 
run. 

I had run the mesas be- 
fore at the Hopi 10K in the 
Village of Old Oraibi about 
5 miles west of Shungopavi 
and since this was my first 
time for the Tewanima Foot- 
race I did not know the run 
route. 

It was a very challenging 
dirt trail run that included a 
hike up the mesa about 600 
feet. 


The last V 2 mile was 
straight up the cliff and I will 
say that at one point my legs 
felt like jelly. 

I was determined to fin- 
ish strong and my husband 
was right there on the cliffs 
at the top cheering me and 
my fellow runners on to the 
finish line. 

It is so inspiring to partici- 
pate in this run that is pretty 
much all native runners 
which included all ages and 
sizes and we were all run- 
ning for one reason or an- 
other. 

In my case, I would say 
that I run for those who can- 
not run, my health and also 
because it is very challeng- 


ing and rewarding. 

Being a part of this mean- 
ingful run makes me proud. 
My love for running started 5 
V 2 years ago and I am happy 
to be part of the Yavapai- 
Apache Run Club. 

I would like to thank 
Cindy Nahee and the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 
Wellness Department for 
the support and sponsorship 
for various runs I have par- 
ticipated in throughout the 
years. 

As long as I am able, I 
will continue to run for my 
health and wellness. 


Nation’s Community Health Fair -- A Success 



Erie Randall, with Monique Prigmore from the 
Elder Program (back left) and Laurie Cornelius. 
(Photo by Don Decker) 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

This event sponsored 
by the CHR program un- 
der the direction of Linda 
Rocha was a success. Over 
10 booths were set up in 
the gym on September 18, 
as various agencies work- 
ing with health care in the 
area distributed informa- 
tion about their programs. 

From the Yavapai - 
Apache Nation, the 
Youth Prevention Ser- 
vices with Cora-Lei Mar- 
quez and Arlan Carlton, 
the Agriculture depart- 
ment with Amanda Hon- 
wytewa, Randena Tsosie 
with Social Services, 'First 
Things First' with Cyn- 
thia Pardo of Flagstaff, the 
Nation's medical clinic, 


"Let's Get Healthy for 
You"-The IDEAL weight 
loss program for the Na- 
tion, Yavapai Community 
Health Services, and other 
agencies and providers 
provided information. 


The MAMMOgram mo- 
bile was on hand as well. 

To keep the visitors mo- 
tivated, there were also 
raffles being conducted 
and the ultimate prize was 
a camping tent. 


AWARENESS 
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with songs of celebration as 
students interlocked arms 
and danced back and forth 
clockwise around the sing- 
ers. 

Over 200 students at- 
tended this school assembly 


and this activity was real re- 
ceived by the student body. 

The Native American 
week will be capped off with 
a parade on Friday morning 
at 9 a.m. in Middle Verde on 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
and an all- day outdoor event 
with various cultural perfor- 
mances at the Veteran's Park 
below the casino starting at 


10 a.m. that morning. 

Grand Marshal Roger 
Wathogoma, a Yavapai who 
is a Vietnam Veteran and a 
Purple Heart recipient, will 
lead the parade that morn- 
ing. These activities at the 
park will also include a com- 
munity BBQ and special per- 
formances of the Yavapai, 
Navajo and Apache. 


Nina Sanchez, 
assistant and Kitty 
Roberts, from left 
of WIA are ready to 
serve clients in the 
Nation for educa- 
tional opportunities. 

(Photo by Don 
Decker) 

Workforce Investment Act of the Nation 



(WIA) brings college to the Nation 


By Nina Sanchez 

WIA Office/YAN 

We are happy to an- 
nounce that we have part- 
nered with Brighton College 
to bring locally an opportu- 
nity to further your educa- 
tion and pursue career op- 
portunities. 

Unlike the traditional 
model of education, a per- 
son can start their train- 
ing any day. This school is 
100-percent on-line and 
will be facilitated in Middle 
Verde and at the Learning 


Center in Clarlcdale. An in- 
structor will assist students 
as needed and will act as a 
liaison between students 
and the school. 

The Nations WIA pro- 
gram is actively recruiting 
for students and expect to 
have the first class going by 
November 1st. 

Each student will have 
the support from the local 
WIOA Program and will re- 
ceive a mentor, a career 
counselor and educational 
guidance from the school. 

We wholeheartedly en- 


dorse this opportunity and 
thank you in advance for 
your assistance and refer- 
rals. Let's come together and 
make this cohort a success! 

We will also be advertis- 
ing this on the YAN Face- 
book, newspaper and door 
to door flyers will be distrib- 
uted in the community. 

For further information 
please feel free to contact 
Kitty Roberts, WIA Manager, 
kroberts@yan-tribe.org or 
Nina Sanchez @ 928-567- 
1073. 
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of environment. It's such a 
strong plant." 

Rocha is looking at a po- 
tential 100-acre field of 
grapes and the standard 
rate of growth takes approx- 
imately three years to be- 
gin producing grapes and in 
about five years to reach full 
crop levels based on Rocha's 
plan of operations. 

Preliminary studies of cli- 
mate and soil for the area 
that Rocha is pointing out 
this day has already been 
conducted by Nicole Check, 
Director of Yavapai Col- 
lege's Viticulture and Enol- 
ogy Department, well-rec- 
ognized in the field, which 
shows that this specific piece 
of land is very well suited for 
fine wine grape production. 

Yavapai-College also has 
a degreed program in the 
field of viticulture and enol- 
ogy studies that encom- 
passes knowledge in grow- 


ing grapes for commercial 
winemaking. 

Land Clearing 

Once the site is cleared 
for planting of the vines, Ro- 
cha expects to start with 25 
acres at first and continue 
to add fields in stages up to 
100 acres. This is to "assure 
proper plant and infrastruc- 
ture development" accord- 
ing to Rocha. "When this is 
finally completed, it will be 
the largest vineyard in Ari- 
zona," adds Rocha. 

Presently, contracts are 
being drafted for NAUHR- 
RC's and other contractors 
that would be conducting 
the soil sampling and other 
testing necessary to ascer- 
tain the soil's compatibility 
to grow grapes. This written 
agreements will be finalized 
by October 1 of this year to 
proceed with the initial tests 
and feasibility studies that 
includes a comprehensive 
business plan. 

Rocha says wine grapes 
have always been a part of 


the Apache and Yavapai cul- 
ture. 

"Winemaking has been 
around for thousands of 
years. It's been accepted in 
every society. It's nothing 
new and a lot Indian tribes 
in California are doing the 
vineyards and wine making," 
says Rocha about Indian re- 
lated activities with com- 
mercial wine making else- 
where. 

Rocha has consulted with 
the Nation's culture depart- 
ment about grape growing. 
"We grew up with grapes. 
They would go up the can- 
yons and pull out the roots 
(of grape vines) and re- 
plant them and --grow wild 
grapes," he says about the 
historical background of 
grapes in Verde Valley. 

"We're in a prime location 
to develop it (grape growing 
industry) and it could make 
thousands (of dollars) and 
would be revenue streaming 
coming in (to the Nation), 
says Rocha confidently. 

Within the first year, the 


Nation expects to create 
about 20 full-time jobs as- 
sociated with the vineyard 
during the set up phase and 
planting. By the second year, 
10 more positions will be 
created and finally, at the 
end of the third year, a to- 
tal of 40 people will be em- 
ployed with the vineyard. A 
typical vineyard sells grapes 
at between $2,000 and $2500 
per ton and red grapes such 
as those grown and sold in 
Napa Valley, California nor- 
mally sells for $6,000 a ton. 

With the Nation's 100-acre 
start up, it would have a po- 
tential to produce $1 mil- 
lion per year or more in bulk 
sales according to Rocha. 

Rocha talks about cultural 
demographics, which points 
to a bright future with po- 
tential customers who will 
buy a bottle of wine at $25 
should the Nation decide 
to establish a winery in the 
future. If the Nation was to 
get into the winery business 
sometime in the future, one 
ton of grapes would convert 


to 800 bottles of wine and 
moderately-priced wines 
in the Verde Valley retail 
for $25-$30 per bottle and 
wholesaling for $11-$15 per 
bottle. 

Therefore, a ton of grapes 
produces $20,000 to $24,000 
at retail, such as in tasting 
rooms presumably in con- 
nection with the Nation's 
other hospitality opera- 
tions such as the RV Park, 
the Casino and hotel. Ac- 
cording to NAUHRRC as de- 
mand for wine drapes cur- 
rently exceeds supply in the 
region, local wineries have 
indicated that the Nation 
could easily sell 100 per- 
cent of their grape produc- 
tion should they chose to 
just grow the grapes and sell 
them. 

Rocha has the confidence 
of a business man and to 
back up his rationale for 
the Nation to build a vine- 
yard, he cites a study done 
in 2011 entitled 'The Ari- 
zona Wine Tourism Indus- 
try" which shows wine tour- 


ists who came to visit tasting 
rooms, wineries, and vine- 
yards were spending over 
$30 million a year in Verde 
Valley and that the average 
income of a wine tourists is 
$88,000 per year with half 
earning over $100,000 a year, 
with 30 percent earning over 
$120,000 per year. This same 
group spent $64 on wine, 
$44 on food and $32 on mer- 
chandise per winery visit. 

Rocha is self-assured and 
clearly knows the full ramifi- 
cation of starting a new vine- 
yard. 

Rocha takes one last look 
to his left at the fields cov- 
ered with the various desert 
trees. 

"I can see the rows of 
grapes out here. It shows 
strength that we are a devel- 
oping area," he says. "The 
Nation is in a great position 
to be a major resource — in 
which there has been a tre- 
mendous growth of winer- 
ies and vineyards in the state 
and particularly in Verde 
Valley." 


WATHOGOMA 

From page 1 


lage of Dak To fune 9, 1966. 

On September 23, 1966 
Wathogoma received the 
U.S. Army Commendation 
Medal for Heroism and the 
Purple Heart due to his inju- 
ries from this firefight. 

Wathogoma's award 
states that, "Unable to effec- 
tively assault the well- dug in 
enemy positions, the com- 
pany then moved to a prom- 
inent piece of terrain in the 
valley and set up a defensive 
perimeter. For the next 24 
hours, Private Wathogoma 


maintained accurate fire on 
the enemy and several times 
exposed himself to hostile 
mortar and small arms fire 
in order to aid wounded 
comrades. Only through his 
determination and courage, 
was his greatly outnumbered 
unit able to hold off the re- 
peated enemy assaults until 
friendly elements arrived." 

Wathogoma witnessed 
the loss of many friends in 
this battle in this 17 day bat- 
tle. 

Shortly after this incident, 
Wathogoma was airlifted to 
one of the major military 
hospitals in Vietnam and 
subsequently was returned 
to the battlefield after recov- 


ery. 

Watogoma tells a story 
about the last few months 
in the military when he was 
transferred to Ft. Bliss, Texas 
from a New Jersey U.S. Army 
base by default at a mo- 
ment's notice as the U.S. 
Army had learned of his or- 
deal in Vietnam. He arrived 
in Ft. Bliss within days from 
New Jersey where he was 
awarded the commendation 
medal and the Purple Heart. 

Wathogoma said that the 
morning of his award day, 
everyone on the base was 
saluting him as he walked 
on his way to the Army 
headquarters because they 
all knew Wathogoma was 


a Vietnam Veteran as ev- 
idenced by his highly pol- 
ished boots and his shoulder 
patches and combat infantry 
medals that he wore on his 
uniform. 

The best part was that 
Wathogoma came home 
closer to his fiance' Delores 
who was still in Ajo at the 
time until he was discharged 
in June of 1967. 

Wathogoma and his wife, 
Delores live in Tunlii after 
having returned to the Na- 
tion 5 years ago from Cal- 
ifornia where Wathog- 
oma retired from the 
Northrup- Grumman aircraft 
company in Redondo Beach 
after working there for 30 


years. 

They have 2 daughters 
that live in California. 

The Indian Week com- 
mittee was honored to have 
Wathogoma as Grand Mar- 
shal of this year's National 
Indian Day commemoration 
parade. 

After the parade on Fri- 
day Wathogoma was hon- 
ored with a Chief's Pendle- 
ton blanket that was person- 
ally picked by Chris Coder, 
the nation's archeologist. 

Members of the Na- 
tion came up one by one to 
personally welcome home 
Wathogoma and his wife, 
Delores, as Delmondo Cy- 
press sang an Apache honor 


song assisted by Nathan 
Ibarra and Darin Smith. 

Members of the Na- 
tion came up one by one to 
personally welcome home 
Wathogoma and his wife, 
Delores, as Delmondo Cy- 
press sang an Apache honor 
song assisted by Nathan 
Ibarra and Darin Smith. 

As a special gift, the 
Wathogoma's were honored 
with a gift certificate to dine 
at the Nation's Triple A eve- 
ning restaurant, The Story- 
teller located at the Casino 
and a golden eagle honor 
feather from the Nation's 
Apache Culture department 
that was given to him on Oc- 
tober 9. 
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New council members Rachel Hood, Jaime Valles and Cindy Nahee sworn in 


New Yavapai- 
Apache Tribal 

Council mem- 
bers Rachel 
Hood, Jaime 
Valles and Cindy 
Nahee are greet- 
ed by community 
members after 
being sworn in. 
(Photo by Margie 
Campos) 



By Margie Campos 

Yavapai-Apache News 

The Election Board of the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation inaugurated the 3 new mem- 
bers of the council who were elected on 
September 19. 

This ceremony was held in the gym- 
nasium in Middle Verde on October 17, 
Saturday. 

Approximately 60 members of the Nation 
attended this event with Chairman Thomas 
Beauty and other council members greeting 
the new members. 

Beauty spoke briefly of the occasion and 
gave congratulatory salutations to Rachel 
Hood, laime Valles and Cindy Nahee. 

Visitors and supporters alike enjoyed a 
nicely prepared luncheon after the ceremo- 
ny. 

New council member Rachel Hood, 
Jaime Valles and Cindy Nahee are greeted by 
community member after being sworn in. 


Chairman Beauty participated in 
Washington, D.C. National Indian 
Health Board meeting 


By Don Decker 

Yavapai-Apache News 

Composed of 20 trib- 
al leaders from across the 
country, this small group 
gathered in Washington on 
September 21-25 under the 
auspices of the National 
Indian Health Board. 

The Tribal Leaders 
Diabetes Committee (TLDC) 
has desired and expressed 
goals to address diabetes 
that is prevalent in the lead- 
ers' specific regions across 
America. 

The SDPI (Special 
Diabetes Program for 
Indians) makes special fund- 
ing for diabetes prevention 
programs in various commu- 
nities in Indian country. 

The September national 


meeting 
was held 
to make 
recom- 
menda- 
tions for 
strategic 
p 1 an - 
ning, to 
estab- 
lish 
mission 
statements by the commit- 
tee and integrate these into 
the outreach programs for 
their own specific commu- 
nities. 

Chairman Beauty is 
Phoenix Area Primary 
Representative for the south- 
west region for TLDC. 



Thomas Beauty 


Maureen Romero appointed 
new UNITY coordinator for 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 


By Don Decker 

Yavapai-Apache News 

The Nation's coun- 
cil through a motion on 
October 7, approved the 
appointment of Maureen 
Romero as coordinator of 
the UNITY (United National 
Indian Tribal Youth) for the 
Nation. 

Romero's daughter, 
Candice Romero, now a 
University of Arizona stu- 
dent, was active in UNITY in 
the past few years as pres- 
ident of the organization 
locally and also served as 
secretary and vice president 
of the national UNITY orga- 
nization. 

Joel Beauty, son of 
Thomas and Nadie Beauty is 
the current president of the 
Nation's youth group under 
the auspices of UNITY. 

Leona Wathogoma was 


coordi- 
nator of 
UNITY 
for 17 
years 
until she 
resigned 
recent- 
ly to 
hand the 
respon- 
s i b i 1 i - 
ties to 
another 
person. "It was 17 fun-filled 
years serving the Nation's 
youth with pride and joy," 
she said. 

Maureen looks forward to 
her new role as coordinator 
and said she wants to extend 
enrollment invitation to all 
the youth of the Nation ages 
12 - 21 . 

Maureen is a reception- 


SEE ROMERO PAGE 4 



Maureen Romero 


Basket weavers convene at YAN culture center 



Penny Smith (L), daughter of the late Ted and Ruth Smith, gets the 1:1 teaching from master weaver Donna 
Nightpipe during during the workshop. (Photo by Don Decker) 


Traditional weavers gather 
to learn from master basket 
weaver-Donna Nightpipe 


By Don Decker 

Yavapai-Apache News 

The Heard Museum 
sponsored a 2-day bas- 
lcet weaving workshop 
on October 23-24 at the 
Nation's culture center. 

Worlcshop participants 
included members of the 
Lt. McDowell Yavapai 
Tribe and members of the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation. 

The Heard Museum 
in Phoenix received a 
grant from the Margaret 
A. Cargill Loundation of 
Minnesota which gives 
local community organi- 
zations to participate in 
various cultural enhance- 
ment activities. 

The grant allows 
Indian tribes from below 
an imaginary line from 
San Lrancisco to central 
California, into southern 
Los Angeles area and east- 
ward across central and 
southern Arizona onto 
New Mexico to participate 
in the grant activities. 


According to 
Marcus Monenerlcit, a 
Commanche, who is the 
Community Engagement 
Coordinator for the Heard 
Museum, the Cargill foun- 
dation is interested in 
engaging all southwestern 
Indian tribes in maintain- 
ing their cultural arts and 
crafts and the grant activ- 
ity at the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation was to teach 
flat-baslcet making activ- 
ities. 

The Heard Museum 
contacted Donna 
Nightpipe who is an 
authority on flat-basket 
making of the Yavapai- 
Apache style, to teach bas- 
lcet making. 

Approximately 18 peo- 
ple showed up to par- 
ticipate in the worlcshop 
directed by Nightpipe who 
was assisted by her hus- 
band Lrancis another bas- 
lcet weaver. 

"It's important that 


SEE WEAVERS PAGE 2 


By Don Decker 

Yavapai-Apache News 

Learning from Donna 
Nightpipe is an honor. 
Saturday, October 24, saw 
the gathering of approxi- 
mately 18 weavers at the 
Nation's culture center to try 
their skills in making a flat 
baslcet. 

It's a dying art and only 
a few traditional weavers 
are left such as Nightpipe of 
Yavapai-Apache Nation. 

Under the auspices of the 
Heard Museum in Phoenix, 
this 2-day workshop brought 
weavers from various loca- 
tions in the southwest to 
meet Nightpipe and to 
recieve first-hand knowledge 


of the techniques used in 
baslcet weaving. 

The culture department 
arranged this workshop. 

Nightpipe is well-known 
for the technique she uses 
and has been called to con- 
duct various workshops 
including in far off places 
such as the Jicarilla Apache 
Reservation in New Mexico. 

It's not an easy task to 
take various plants and con- 
vert them into a whole new 
object. 

Most of the participants 
were novices who learned 
that it also takes finger dex- 
terity to weave. 

One student said she 


SEE NIGHTPIPE PAGE 4 
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Apache Leaders gather for Apache Alliance Summit VII at Yavapai-Apache Nation 


By Rez Media Group 

The Yavapai-Apache 
Nation hosted the Apache 
Alliance Summit VII October 
14-16 at Cliff Castle Casino 
Conference Center. The 
Apache Alliance is a char- 
tered organization of the 
San Carlos Apache Tribe 
consisting of tribal member- 
ship including the ficarilla 
Apache Nation, Mescalero 
Apache Tribe, Yavapai- 
Apache Nation, White 
Mountain Apache Tribe, 
Fort McDowell Yavapai 
Nation, San Carlos Apache 
Tribe, Fort Sill Apache Tribe, 
Oklahoma Apache Tribe and 
the Tonto Apache Tribe. 

According to Vincent 
Randall, Apache Culture 
Director for the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation, the Apache 
Alliance was established 
in 1973, after he and other 
leaders worked on the fed- 
eral recognition of the Tonto 
Apache Tribe. “At that time, 
there were a lot of issues for 
Apache Tribes and I was 
serving as Vice Chairman 
of the Nation. Originally, 
the Nation aligned them- 
selves with Mescalero, White 
Mountain and San Carlos to 
create unity on issues that 
faced us as tribes. It was an 
established after the fight 
for federal recognition for 
the Tonto Apache. It later 
phased out, especially with 
the emergence of other orga- 
nizations like the Arizona 
Indian Gaming Association 
and Inter Tribal Council of 
Arizona. In the mid-1990's 
we formed the Apache 
Coalition and Western 
Apache NAGPRA Working 
Group, and both have been 
a strong voice of unity on 
issues and repatriation for 
Arizona Apache tribes,” stat- 
ed Randall. 

In 2012, San Carlos 
Apache Chairman Terry 
Rambler revived the Apache 
Alliance and brought Apache 
leaders together in hopes of 
breathing new life into the 
organization. Since the revi- 


talization of the Alliance, the 
organization has continued 
hosting annual Summits and 
meets on a regular basis dis- 
cussing current issues and 
focusing on setting up the 
organization and its charter. 

This year's Apache 
Alliance Summit was coor- 
dinated differently from 
the previous six Summits. 
Apache Alliance Summit VII 
was hosted as a retreat for 
the Board of Directors and 
leaders of member tribes, to 
provide an opportunity for 
the organization to identify 
its vision for moving forward 
and emerging as an author- 
ity on issues impacting 
Apache Tribes. The retreat 
was facilitated and mediat- 
ed by Dr. Pearl Yellowman, 
who led the group through 
discussion of current chal- 
lenges and the vision that 
Tribal Leaders have for the 
Alliance. Thomas Beauty, 
Chairman of the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation said, “The 
Apache Alliance is a dynam- 
ic organization. The poten- 
tial to be the authority as a 
unified voice for all Apache 
tribes could help shape the 
landscape of issues in Indian 
country. As the host tribe, I 
didn't want to host a social 
gathering. I wanted to host 
a Summit that resulted in 
progress. A Summit that 
every Tribal Leader could 
return to their people and 
justify the Alliance's pur- 
pose and prove that we are 
making progress and moving 
forward. I think that togeth- 
er we were able to share in 
prayer, thoughts, discus- 
sion and action. Since the 
Alliance was revitalized a 
few years ago, there will be 
some tough growing pains, 
but what is most important 
is that as leaders, we remain 
committed to growth.” 

In addition to the Summit 
and Retreat, the Apache 
Alliance held elections 
for its Board of Directors. 
Chairman feff Haozous of 
the Fort Sill Apache Tribe 
was elected to serve as 



Members of the Apache Alliance, top photo, gather for a photograph at the conference. In photo below, Ronnie 
Lupe, chairman of the Whiie Mountain Apache, was honored with a blanket by Yavapai-Apache Tribal Chairman 
Thomas Beauty for completing his duties as president of Apache Alliance. (Courtesy photo) 



President, Councilman 
Pascal Enjady of the 
Mescalero Apache Tribe was 
elected to serve as Treasurer 
and Councilman Leon 
Reval of the ficarilla Apache 
Nation was elected to serve 
as Sergeant- at- Arms. 

Newly elected Alliance 
President feff Haozous stat- 
ed, “I want to thank my col- 
leagues for the vote of confi- 
dence. I know that we have 
tremendous work ahead of 
us, but I also know that this 
organization is comprised of 
some of the strongest Tribal 
Leaders in Indian country. 
We need open communica- 
tion and we need to move 
forward together. I look for- 
ward to serving the member 
tribes as President of the 
Apache Alliance.” 

Concluding the annu- 
al Summit, in tradition of 
the Apache Alliance, the 
host tribe, Yavapai-Apache 
Nation, passed the symbolic 


rifle to next year's Summit 
host, the San Carlos Apache 
Tribe. “There are many 
issues that we as tribes face. 
There is strength through 
unity and the Apache 


Alliance is that organization 
that unites the Apache tribes 
and provides opportunity for 
us to remain united and fight 
the battles that continue to 
challenge our communi- 


ties. I was honored to attend 
the Summit and to report to 
my people that we worked, 
made progress and will con- 
tinue to make progress,” said 
Chairman Thomas Beauty. 


WEAVERS 

From page 1 


Donna has given us her 
energy and she is a real 
treasure in the culture arts 
-and her whole family,” said 
Monenerlcit who coordinat- 
ed the 2 day workshop with 
the Nation's culture depart- 
ment. “People wanted to 
learn from her (Nightpipe). 
It's an art form that is disap- 
pearing,” said Monenerlcit. 
He also said that baskets 
have a special place in the 
culture of the people as the 
process of making baskets 
“teaches patience, teaches 
us principles and tenacity. 
The arts can teach us. The 
designs, the dances (with 
baskets), the ceremonies 
can go away as well," added 
Monenerlcit about the poten- 
tial of losing a cultural trait. 

“Donna has been work- 
ing for years. For novices, 
this is a long road, a life jour- 
ney before you get to that 
point of selling your baskets 
for thousands of dollars,” 
Monenerlcit reminded the 
students. 

The additional benefits 
of keeping basket traditions 
going is that it also has to the 
potential to impact econom- 
ic development by increas- 
ing sales of the arts which in 
turns provides an income for 
the basket makers. 

Monenerlcit said that the 
community activities also 
has peripheral benefits that 
gives scholarships to partici- 
pant— that is-literally putting 
money in people's pocket for 
participating. “We are giving 
back to the community, the 
compensation to get rooms, 
the lodging and some people 
have to take a day off to par- 
ticipate,” said Monenerlcit. 

Finally, a marketing 
scheme that also affects the 
increased sales for galleries 
that sell basketry. 

“I'm glad to be here. It's 
about time the Yavapai- 
Apache worked on basket 
making,” said Nightpipe. 
“This is really a crash 
course,” added Nightpipe as 
the students buckled down 
for 2 days of hard work ren- 


dering the beginnings of a 
flat basket. 

All of the baskets are 
made from local tradition- 
al materials such as the wil- 
low sprigs, and the classic 
devil's claw that has to be 
manhandled by splitting the 
black covering which gives 
the completed baskets their 
black designs. 

Monenerlcit said that the 
Yavapai-Apache site was eas- 
ier to set up as it was close 
to Phoenix as planning for 
far away places such as 
California, is limited by dis- 
tances and travel time. “It's 
taking the museum outside 
of the walls, and not putting 
things on pedestals,” said 
Monenerlcit as he referred to 
actually instilling hands-on 
experience with the activities 
addressed by the grant. 

According to Monenerlcit, 
next year's grant will empha- 
size clay pottery which may 
limit the scope of the project 
since this activity will require 
space, working areas and 
other logistics. 

Monenerlcit has over 17 
years of experience in muse- 
um work and now, as the 
new assistant curator/reg- 
istrar at the Heard. He pos- 
sesses an undergraduate 
degree in Anthropology from 
Wichita State University 
and was formally with the 
Smithsonian in NYC. At the 
Heard Museum, Monenerlcit 
has set up a exhibits such 
as the 'Code Talkers; also a 
show entitled 'Sole Stories' 
about footwear of Indian 
people, and an exhibit high- 
lighting the Mohawk iron- 
workers who play on the 
National Hockey League. 
“It's really important to do 
the projects I like to do,” he 
said. 

As the 2-day basket mak- 
ing came to a close, the par- 
ticipants said that the activ- 
ity was very challenging and 
that they didn't realize how 
complicated basket making 
was. 


'Thank You' from Leona Wathogoma 



Members of the tribal council honor tribal employees for their contribution of 
valuable services to the Nation over the years. Honorees were Elizabeth Rocha 
(absent), Peggy White and Leona Wathogoma. (I to r) Annette Mendez, tribal 
council member, Angelina Smith-Mahape, council member, Peggy White (front), 
Robin Hazelwood (back), Darlene Rubio, Vice Chairwoman (front), Leona 
Wathogoma (back), and council members Lorna Hazelwood and David Kwail. 
(Photo by Don Decker) 


A special thank you 
to Darlene Rubio, Karla 
Reimer, Robin Hazelwood, 
Lorna Hazelwood, Annette 
Mendez, Angie Mahape 
and David Kwail for the 
Recognition Dinner on 
Tuesday, October 6, 2015. 
Thank you so much for 
your encouraging words, 
your understanding and 
full support for my future 
endeavors at working with 
the youth with a totally dif- 
ferent approach. 

Thank you for the beau- 
tiful Pendleton blanket. By 
the way, red is my favorite 
color! fudy Piner -thank 
you for the CD that you 
put together-it was beauti- 
ful! When Karla called me 
about the dinner I was very 
surprised and touched. It 
was such a nice cozy eve- 
ning with family and 
friends and the atmosphere 
of sincerity from everyone 
was truly appreciated. 

Thanks to all the par- 
ents who allowed me for 
the past 17 years, to journey 
with their youth through 
middle school, high school, 
college, monthly meetings, 
annual conferences, com- 
munity services, fundrais- 
ing events, holiday parties, 
mini-winter conference, 
parades, grant projects and 
all our safe travels through- 
out the United States and 
Hawaii. All this could not 
have been possible with- 


By Margaret Campos 
YAN News 

On October 6, 2015 an 
appreciation dinner was 
held for Elizabeth Rocha, 
Leona Wathogoma and 
Peggy White thanking them 
for many years of service to 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation. 

Vincent Randall spoke in 
regards to Elizabeth and all 
the hard work and dedica- 


out the help from my sis- 
ters, Vida and Nancy who 
helped at every fundraiser 
who guided me and men- 
tored me. 

And to my co-workers, 
Lisa Sandoval and Ginny 
Hamilton with their mental 
support and always encour- 
aging me to hang in there, 
and parents of the youth 
who donated their time 
with making thousands of 


tion she had for the Apache 
Culture and how she was a 
great inspiration to many 
who saw her work for many 
years teaching the young to 
elders about their language 
and culture. 

Nancy Guzman spoke in 
regards to Leona, her sis- 
ter and how Leona became 
involved with the youth 
and the UNITY council. 
Nancy stated how Leona 


fry bread for our travels. 
Thank you to all the parent 
chaperones and advisors 
who mentored, nurtured 
and cared for each youth. 
Thanks to Roberta Quail 
who was always ready to 
transport the youth to our 
destination. Thanks to the 
different Tribal Chairmans 
over the years who sup- 
ported the Youth Council 
and who always had a big 


has helped many youth to 
participate with this youth 
council and that they trav- 
eled to the annual confer- 
ence to different states and 
how the youth were excited 
to participate and support 
one another. 

Darlene Rubio, Vice 
Chairwoman and David 
Kwail, council member, 
spoke about Peggy White 
and how she was a great 


heart and kind encouraging 
words for the youth. 

Working very closely 
with each Youth all these 
years has been very reward- 
ing, a never ending fun and 
surprises and at times, very 
little sleep! It's not over- 
it's a whole new beginning 
already in the planning. 

Best of the Best to you 
all. 

Leona Wathogoma 

to the Nation 

blessing to all those that 
she work with and how she 
always had a kind word of 
encouragement to all and 
remembered Peggy and 
her family as they held the 
Annual Brush Arbor Camp 
Meeting in Middle Verde. 

Each honoree received 
a beautiful Pendleton blan- 
ket, a plaque and DVD of 
a video presentation made 
for the dinner. 


Employees honored for their valued service 
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State of the art: Robotics by a Yavapai-Apache 


EDUCATION 



Onica Stout (center) is surrounded by fellow classmates on a Friday morning in the 
robotics lab at Camp Verde Elementary School. (Photo by Don Decker) 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Friday is a day off for 
Camp Verde Elementary 
students but not for Onica 
Stout, a 10 year old 5th grad- 
er Yavapai-Apache. Stout is 
totally immersed in design- 
ing robotics at the school 
while most of her classmates 
are at home perhaps watch- 
ing TV or still sleeping early 
this Friday morning while 
the Camp Verde students are 
gathered in the classroom 
looking at computer screens 
and assembling plastic 
LEGO robots about 4 inches 
high. 

Stout is the daughter 
of Helen Stout and Mark 
Feeling of Middle Verde. 
Young Stout has 2 brothers 
and a sister. Stout's grand- 
mother is Christine Cook of 
Middle Verde. 

"This is the brain of it," 
says Stout as she points to 
the center of the robot's 
chest where the small 
device is placed after it is 
programmed on the com- 
puter. Once the robot is pro- 
grammed it can perform a 
number of functions on the 
large table where the path- 
way of the robot has been 
laid out to pick up things, 


to move things or turn in 
certain directions. All the 
motions have been prepro- 
grammed by Stout on the 
computer. "This is how you 
control it. It was designed to 
do this. It's an EB-3". 

Stout says she takes 
the lap top home but the 
robotics is only done at the 
school. One can tell that 
Stout is bound to become a 
robotic designer as a profes- 
sional in the future. 

Three times per week 
the small group of students 
gather in the classroom 
where the LEGO robots are 
assembled and programmed 
to perform certain functions 
that are designed by the stu- 
dents. Teacher Peggy Dickie 
brings all of the knowledge 
with her to the class and 
begins the task of laying 
out the lesson plans which 
engages the students with 
their own robot. 

"You have to have good 
grades to participate in this 
program," said Dickie. 

Stout responded to that 
by saying that she "...makes 
A's and B's but mostly A's" 

Dickie shows just as 
much energy as the students 
when she talks about the 
Youth Engineering Program. 
"They have to design these 


themselves. I can't help 
them. That's part of the com- 
petition, completing the 
LEGO TREK," says Dickie in 
reference to the robot that 
Stout is working with. 

"To accomplish certain 
mission on the table you 
have to program the robot 
like to use one wheel or both 
wheels to spin around," said 


Stout. Most of the events at 
robot meets are timed and 
points are awarded for all 
completed tasks. "I like this 
class because it teaches you 
about robots and technolo- 
gy," said Stout who referred 
to the Mars Rover which is a 
programmed robot roaming 
the surface of Mars. "I like it 
because it's on Mars" 


There is a small cable 
device which is hooked up 
the robot which downloads 
the information from the 
computer by pressing 'start! 
"It's not a remote control 
robot," Dickie emphasizes. 
Presently, certain "issues" 
have to be addressed 
according to Dickie. "We 
have to fix the mistakes, if 


any," said Dickie who knows 
all of the parts to the robot 
such as the different sen- 
sors. "The students are not 
allowed to follow books for 
competition— it has to be 
their own design," added 
Dickie. 

Stout was called upon to 
meet with a large corpora- 
tion that is based in Camp 
Verde to explore the possi- 
bility of funding the school 
robotic program. Dickie said 
that Stout stood before the 
corporate presidents in a 
meeting room and explained 
the classroom activities. 

The Johnson O'Malley 
Program (JOM) from the 
Nation pays for all of the 
Nation's student's transpor- 
tation and the associated 
costs of the activity. 

Roberta Quail, JOM tutor, 
works closely with Dickie in 
the robotics program. This 
past summer Quail and 
Dickie spent a week inside 
of the Biosphere in Oracle 
north of Tucson. 

"There's a lot of math and 
engineering involved with 
this program and it leads 
to a pathway that leads to 
scholarships which gets the 
students ready for college," 
said Dickie. 


A Hawaiian experience on Yavapai-Apache Nation 



Sam and grandson, Mathahiyah prepare to pack up after a long day of selling dish- 
es of Hawaiian food at the roadside stand below the casino. (Photo by Don Decker) 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Take a drive along 
Middle Verde Road below 
the Cliff Castle Casino on 
any Friday and you will see 
a sign that announces a 
menu for "Hawaiian food" 
with an abbreviated menu. 
And not far from this sign 
is Sam Plunkett's roadside 
Hawaiian "cafe" which fea- 
tures all of the delicacies of 
the Island's cooking. 

Sam's been at the same 
area for over 13 years now 
and his food is DELICIOUS 
because it is made with his 
soul. 

It goes back almost 60 
years ago when Sam was 
raised by his grandparents 
on the island of Maui on the 
chain of islands in the South 
Pacific. If you've ever been 
there, you will know the 
island is exotic with coco- 
nut trees and greenery that 
makes the Verde Valley look 
a parched land razed by fire. 

Sam talks about grow- 
ing up near the Wailea Golf 
Course, on the "BIG island" 
where the ocean laps on the 
coast line not far away. "I 
grew up on the plantation 
where my grandparents 
worked for the Hawaii Sugar 
Company. My grandfather 
had a ranch about a mile 
from the camp," recalls Sam. 
The time frame is some- 
where around 1950 with his 
earliest recollection of learn- 
ing the blood, sweat and 
tears of growing up in harsh 
times. He remembers at the 
young age of 5 how he and 
his grandparents packing tea 
leaves with pork and chick- 
en for a church revival. On 
a typical week, this meant 
preparing about 1500-2000 
wrapped tea leaves "sand- 
wiches" for hungry souls. 

The leaves are about 2 
feet long and 2 inches wide 


and tied into bundles of 9 
that are then wrapped tightly 
with the stems of the leaves 
at the top. "My grandfa- 
ther use to dig a pit so wide 
(motions with his arms) and 
put core wood on top and 
then place hot rocks on top 
and finally crushed banana 
stumps to form the bedding 
for the tea leaf wraps," said 
Sam. 

Sam recalls standing by 
the pit watching the whole 
process of cooking the food 
when his grandfather told 
him, "Grandson, you can't 
learn anything just standing 
here watching. Here, take 
this shovel and do some- 
thing with it". At that point, 
Sam's father told grand- 
pa Charlie Plunkett that 
young Sam was only 5 years 
old. That's when grandpa 
Plunkett said, "Don't worry 
about it, he'll grow into it" 

Sam remembers stand- 
ing by the pit as the tea leaf 
bundles were simmered and 
cooked for 18 hours from 6 
p.m. the previous evening 
to the next mid-morning. 
"The fire was so hot and if 
you stood by the pit, it would 
burn your hair," recalls Sam. 

Sam was taught to make 
the 5 different teriyaki sauce 
that he still considers to be 
his family recipe . "This is 
a secret. Grandpa had so 
much sauce it was unbeliev- 
able. The food would just 
melt in your mouth." And 
to this day, if you get a plate 
of Sam's dish, the chicken 
is loaded with this special 
sauce that has been hand- 
ed down from previous gen- 
erations. There's almost no 
need to chew the food as it is 
cooked in a tender manner 
and the rice is slightly mar- 
inated with the sauce that 
Sam talks about. 

Go forward now to the 
present as you can often 
see Sam with a shovel in his 


hand as he turns over the 
soil in his garden in Middle 
Verde. Early spring he pre- 
pares the soil and plants 
corn and a slew of vegeta- 
bles that he uses in his menu 
at the food stand where he 
cooks his marinated chicken 
and pork. It's a natural for 
Sam Plunkett. 

All the advice from Sam's 
grandfather is used in the 
affairs of Sam's daily life. 
"My grandfather use to say, 
'grandson, because you 
give good service, good p.r. 
(public relations), you make 
people smile and treat them 
with respect, they'll always 
come back' ,". 

Sam recently did a wed- 
ding at the Sky Lodge in 
Sedona at the airport with 
all the trimming of his sauc- 
es and porlc-chiclcen-rice 
entre for 40 people and 
shortly thereafter, he had to 
cook for a conference held 
on the Nation's lands. It 
took 2 days of preparation 
for these events. Sam gets 
help from his grandson, 
Lenden or 'Montehya' which 
means 'Windy Stormy Day! 
a Yavapai name given by 
Delores, Sam's better half. 

"I cook special meals 
for small family gather- 
ings," he said since smaller 
meals are more manage- 
able for him. One time he 
cooked 300 meals for a 7th 
Day Adventist church in 
Cottonwood. " I needed my 
family to join in and that is 
when I decided I didn't want 
to do big parties anymore— 
it takes a lot of work," he 
said. 

Earlier Days 

In 1964, the armed ser- 
vices draft caught up with 
Sam as he was registered 
with the Selective Service 
and was drafted into the 
military. His first and only 
assignment was guarding 


some military buildings on 
Johnson Island, some 700 
miles southwest of Honululu 
on an island no bigger that 
1.5 miles long by a half mile 
wide. "I told my uncle, 'why 
do I want to go on the Rock?' 
"said Sam about Johnson 
Island. Later, Sam was to 
find out that there were 
bunkers on the island hous- 
ing all sorts of high explo- 
sives and chemical missiles. 
That is when Sam became 
acquainted with a gas mask 
very quickly. "I slept with 
it on," recalls Sam. His unit 
was the 25th Army Division 
that dealt with chemical 
warfare. From there, Sam 
went to Vietnam with a 
C-130 plane a few times that 
retrieved the wounded and 
the dead and brought them 
back to the hospitals and 
morgues. 

Sam has had a remark- 
able life including a stint 
working on a crab fishing 
boat in Alaska when he was 


a young single man in 1970 
when he was about 24 years 
old. He went up there with 
his cousin Fred from Maui 
and they took a hair-rais- 
ing airplane ride to meet 
up with the ship that was 
docked in a small village 
which eventually made its 
way to the sea . 

Working 12-16 hours a 
day on the boat made a man 
out of Sam and his cousin 
after saving $10,000 in a few 
weeks, they went back to 
Hawaii. 

And how about the 
Morman missionary work 
in Navajoland? Sam trav- 
eled the roads to places like 
Kayenta, Shonto and Gallup 
to win souls. He also recalls 
digging a grave for a Navajo 
funeral in Shiprock while he 
was on the Mission for the 
church. 

In later years, Sam 
became the Nation's police- 
man and remembers many 
of the grown adults today 


who were youngsters then. 
Tanya Moore, executive sec- 
retary for the Nation recalls 
taking karate lessons from 
Sam. 

If history plays a big role 
in people's lives, Sam has 
the stories to tell which has 
had a profound affect on 
him today. 

In 1969 he married 
Delores who was raised by 
Fred and Lucy Beauty at the 
time. 

Sam and Delores had 6 
children and most of his rel- 
atives live in Maui. Delores 
may be returning to visit in 
Hawaii in December but 
Sam says he'll stay here. 

Starting after December, 
Sam expects to be open 3 
days a week cooking his best 
Hawaiian food. Stop by and 
check the menu out. By the 
way, everyone gets a pile of 
rice on each plate. It's tradi- 
tional says Sam. 



Laurie Kaaekuahiwi gives a graduation certificate to 
one of the students. (Photo by Don Decker) 


Children honored by YAN culture depart- 


By Don Decker 

Yavapai-Apache News 

YAN children who participate in 
the weekly language program at the 
Nation's culture center were honored 
by the staff of the culture department 
with a graduation ceremony. 

This language program offered by 
the Nation under the auspices of the 
Title VII Program/Camp Verde School 
district, coordinated by tribal mem- 
ber Laurie Kaaekuahiwi , has been met 
with much success over the past sever- 
al weeks. 

Students are dropped off at the cul- 
ture center Monday and Wednesdays 
to work with both the Yavapai and 
Apache culture department. 

The Apache culture department 
under the direction of Vincent Randall, 
teaches language and all aspects of 


Apache culture. 

The graduation program included 
performances of Apache songs taught 
by Randall to the children and learning 
the counting systems. Jason Fullmer 
Jr., son of Jason, Sr. and Olivia led his 
fellow classmates in counting beyond 
20 in Apache. 

On the Yavapai side, students who 
worked with Reba Franco, Gertie Smith 
and Troy Kaslca, cultural specialists, 
performed the Bird Dance with gourds 
and songs. 

Kaaekuahiwi, counselor and coordi- 
nator of Title VII said she was grateful 
to the culture department and all of the 
departments involved. 

"Thank you, thank you — to the 
culture departments, Camp Verde 
Elementary School, the bus barn, Y-A 
Recreation department, the parents, 
grandparents," said Kaaehuahiwi. "The 


students did awesome and made me so 
very proud to be apart of their accom- 
plishments. I absolutely love our tribal 
youth— they are the best--." 

YAN community members 
expressed their appreciation to the 
departments who were involved with 
the language program. Dawn Beauty, 
parent, said, "Give yourselves a big 
pat on the back. I was very impressed 
with all that they learned. The culture 
department did a great job with all the 
kids!!! (emphasized). My son Jaden said 
he can't wait to learn more! (empha- 
sized)" 

Another parent, Thomasene 
Cardona said, "The history and lan- 
guage of our people is where we build 
inter/intra strength--!! (emphasized)," 

There will be a new group of stu- 
dents coming in for the next cycle 
shortly. 
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Last football game of the season honors 
graduating senior Thomas Herrera 



Camp Verde High 
School varsity football 
team has depended on the 
skills of brothers Thomas 
and Reyes Herrera. 

This last game against a 
Phoenix team on October 
23 was the last game for 
senior Thomas who has 
played for the Camp Verde 
team for the past 3 years. 

Now, he has big plans 
to join the armed forces 
after graduation from high 
school this coming spring. 

Upon completion of his 
duties with the military, 


Thomas plans to pursue 
his college degree. 

In photo, from left to 


right, Sister to Thomas 
and Reyes, Sicily stands 
strong next to her brother, 


Thomas, as mother Jessica 
Herrera(front) shows an 
appreciation sign for her 
son, Thomas. In back 
with baseball cap is coach 
Fernando Diaz who has 
supported the efforts of the 
Herrara boys. 

Number "59" is Reyes 
next to his grandmother 
Leona Wathogoma. 

Wathogoma is the 
Johnson O'Malley educa- 
tion coordinator for the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation. 

Photo by Don Decker 


Kick boxing in Camp Verde 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

You have to look very 
carefully to find Larson's 
Champ's Gym on the east 
side of downtown Camp 
Verde. It's tucked away 
behind another storefront 
but you can't miss the 
lined up vehicles in front of 
the gym on the side of the 
building. 

Painted on the glass 
door is the name of the 
place and underneath it 
states, "Improving lives 
one round at a time". It's 
a great catch phrase and 
Clifford and Pita Larson of 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
own and run this gym. 

Step inside and you first 
notice the intense heat like 
a hot day in June down- 
town Phoenix. The tem- 
perature is turned up for a 
reason says Larson. "When 
you're fighting, that's how 
hot you get. We want our 
students to feel that heat," 
he says. "It can get worse 
than this but this is actual- 
ly lcinda cool. You have to 
train yourself at that specif- 
ic heat". 

This day, mostly teenag- 
ers and a couple of adults 
are exercising with push- 
ups and various stretches. 
Some of the students are 
inside of the boxing ring 
where they're doing leg- 
lifts and more stretching. 

Larson stands in the 
corner looking at his timer 
on the cell phone as it ticks 
away seconds. He yells out 
commands which changes 
the stance of the students. 
Some may drop to the 
mats while others put on 
boxing gloves and whack 
the hanging bags nearby 
intensely. No one is loafing 
and it seems like it's mind 
over matter in the gym. 

Larson was also a kick 
boxer ever since he was 
16 but retired when he 
was 26. Now, 33, Larson 
wants to continue to teach 
the art of kick boxing and 
his fighters travel to far off 



Larson's Champ fighters (L) Avery Hines, Adam Hines and Kainen Cummings 
share a moment at the boxing gym in Camp Verde. (Photo by Don Decker) 


places to compete in tour- 
naments. 

“The way you train is the 
way you fight. 

If you don't do it in the 
gym , You won't do it in the 
ring" 

On the walls are the var- 
ious belts that have been 
brought home by the vari- 
ous fighters. Adam Hines, a 
12 year old, figures heavily 
in the scheme of training 
and performance here. In 
July of last year, Hines went 
to Florida where he won a 
belt. There are Silver and 
Red Belts that have ornate 
designs on them signifying 
their participation in world 
tournaments. These are 
the belts in possession of 
Larson's fighters. 

A non-tribal member, 14 
year old Shayla Murdock 
of Camp Verde is one of 
the star competitors in 
Larson's club. She com- 
petes in Arizona Junior 
Rodeo, barrel racing, goat 
tying, calf roping and break 
away roping. "She also 
knows the demand for 
success and apply it to her 


Muay Thai," says Larson 
about the style of kick 
-boxing. 

Murdock is home- 
schooled and is the daugh- 
ter of Steve and Kelley 
Murdock of Camp Verde. 

Another contender is 
Jesenia Gonzales, an 11th 
grader at Camp Verde High 
School who is the daugh- 
ter of Renee and Luis 
Gonzales. "It's fun and it's 
a lot of serious punching 
and going to tournaments," 
she said. 

Muay Thai style utiliz- 
es various moves with kick 
-boxing, using the knees 
but no elbows or clenching 
and uses protective head- 
gear. 

Murdock and Adam 
Hines are the shining stars 
that Larson has all of his 
hopes pinned on. "They 
need a break. After this 
show, we'll get ready for 
the national tournament in 
Virginia," says Larson. 

"We're winding down 
now until this coming 
March," says Larson. Their 
usual schedule requires 10 
fights a year. "That is con- 
sistent. We're making a 


name for ourselves," says 
Larson. 

Each weekend, they 
conduct various fund- 
raising activities that pays 
for their travel expenses. 
More recently, they cooked 
breakfast for the tenants of 
the Nation's RV Park locat- 
ed across the interstate 
highway from the casino. 
"It was mainly to promote 
what we were doing and 
to let them know we were 
accepting donations. We 
usually do pretty good," 
says Larson about the 
fundraisers. 

The Florida trip last 
year cost the club $2,000 
for 3 fighters and 2 coach- 
es. "The longer you wait 
to register for a fight, the 
costs goes up," says Larson. 
Larson is especially thank- 
ful for the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation as they contributed 
for a trip to San Diego this 
September 4 for a tourna- 
ment. Soon, the team will 
be traveling to Sacramento, 
California on November 21 
to compete in the nationals 
with other fighters. Larson 


SEE KICK BOXING PAGE 6 



Yavapai-Apache Nation members representing the Mighthy 
Mights Marauder's team are (L to R) Serenity De La Torre, 
Anthony De La Torre, Xavier Thompson, Aidan Hood, and Marie 
Thompson. (Courtesy photo) 


Take some 5-8 year old boys and equip 
them with proper football gear, train them, 
get them in shape and put them out on the 
field makes for exciting football. 

Many adults swear that community 
youth football provides all the necessary 
excitement and energy levels for the par- 
ticipants and spectators. Now, the season 
has come to an end and the Mighty Might 
Marauders, an independent team is wrap- 
ping up the year feeling positive for next 
year. 

Coach Corby Rice knows all the plays 
and knows every heart beat of the team 
players. "I see how far each of the players 
have come and how each player's input and 
each week has improved our team. The kids 
learn quickly football is not an easy sport," 
said Rice. Rice stated that the Marauders 
had a tough start-playing two of the best 
teams in the first two weeks. "The team win 
came in the third game of the season. The 
excitement and joy was very contagious. 
The players sure can dance and celebrate," 
stated Rice. "Teamwork is one of the biggest 
things they learn. They also learn life is not 
easy — you have to work hard for the posi- 
tion or rewards," he added. 

The regular season ended with a 4-3 
record, a couple of tough loses and "many 
good memories stated Rice. 


YAVAPAI-APACHE 
YOUTH CAMP 


By Arianna Campos 

Summer Journalist Intern 

The Yavapai-Apache 
Youth Camp is a great expe- 
rience for youth ages 8-14. 
The youth participated in 
arts and crafts such as pine 
needle basket making with 
Reba Franco, flute making 
with Don Decker, yarn pic- 
ture frames with Priscilla 
Lewis, the youth also did 
clay sculpting. Mr. Vincent 
Randall from Yavapai 
Apache Culture Department 
taught History on the nation 
and the youth's family tree. 

Not only did Reba Franco 
do pine needle baskets, she 
also did Yavapai introduc- 
tions and taught songs in 
Yavapai. There were also 
speakers such as Yavapai- 
Apache Police Department, 
Coralei Marquez and Arlin 
Carlton. Tuesday afternoon 
the youth did a talent show 
for the staff, they danced 
and sang songs. Lily was 
quite the star of the show 
she did multiply perfor- 
mances singing and play her 
flute she made earlier that 

BODY 

By Arianna Campos 

Summer Journalist Intern 

Wednesday July 15, 2015 
the Recreation Department 
held the Body Walk. 

Each Summer Youth 
Workers from the Recreation 
Department dressed in cos- 
tumes and held a station; 
the children were informed 
about their how their diges- 
tive system works organs, 
heart, lungs, what cigarettes 
can do to your teeth, healthy 
eating, bones, and exercis- 
ing. 


day. After dinner Tuesday 
evening the youth roast- 
ed marshmallows and told 
scary stories eventually they 
scared themselves back into 
their tents. 

Then next morning 
(Wednesday) Reba then 
banged on a pot to wake the 
kids. They started their day 
with breakfast. Then Reba 
got them started with their 
first class of the day, on 
some kind of fake animal 
skin they painted a story. 

After they had Mr. 
Randall's class and then 
came Coralei and Arlin with 
there presentation on what's 
in cigarettes and the harm 
the could do to your body. 
After the cigarette presen- 
tation was Priscilla's class, 
the youth ate lunch and 
after lunch was free time as 
they continued on their pine 
needle baskets and prac- 
ticed their flutes. Overall 
the youth camp was a fun 
and loud environment. This 
camp is highly recommend- 
ed to any youth in the com- 
munity. 

WALK 

The summer youth work- 
ers made comments about 
the Body Walk saying, "It 
was pretty fun and this was 
really good for my commu- 
nication skills." 

Another youth work- 
er said it was "Educational 
and I learned stuff from it as 
well" 

If you would like to 
know more about each of 
the station please visit the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation's 
YouTube Channel and or the 
Faceboolc Page. 



Roger Wathogoma and his family enjoy a nice luncheon 
atthe Cliff Castle Casino. (Photo by Don Decker) 


Nation's seniors enjoy 
lunceon at Casino 


By Don Decker 

Yavapai-Apache News 

One day a month, the 
Nation's senior's are treat- 
ed to a wonderful lunch at 
the Casino. Coordinated by 
the Senior Program under 
Evelyn Turner, manager, this 
monthly event continues to 
attract most of the seniors. 

You have to be 55 and 
over to participate in the free 
lunch program. 

Other team members 
under Turner are Bernadette 


Williams, Charles Green 
(cook), Angie Hazelwood 
(cook), and Monique 
Prigmore. 

The community of 
Clarlcdale and Middle Verde 
have a Senior dining hall 
while some lunches are 
home delivered. 

This special day featured 
raffles held as seniors were 
given some activities to 
complete on pieces of paper 
with a pencil before they 
were entered in a drawing. 


NIGHTPIPE 

From page 1 


stabbed the right side of her 
index finger with a needle 
during the workshop which 
brought immediate pain. So, 
the expression "painstaking" 
is a true expression in bas- 
ketmaking. 

Participants all agree that 
maintaining traditions is 
important for Indian com- 


munities. Now, there is a 
renewed interest in flat-bas- 
lcetry such as the ones made 
by Donna Nightpip, mem- 
ber of the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation is considered the top 
flat- basket weaver among 
the Yavapai and Apache peo- 
ple. Nightpipe continues to 
work closely with the Heard 
Museum on community 
cultural projects such as the 
workshop at the Nation's 
cultural center. 


ROMERO 

From page 1 


ist for the Nation and office 
coordinator for communi- 
cation. 

The first recruitment 


drive will occur on Saturday, 
November 14, 3 p.m. at the 
Nation's council chambers. 

Interested youth and par- 
ents can contact Maureen at 
567-1004 or cell #592-7222 
during business hours. 
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Need a tow? A.R.T. can help you 



A.R.T. tow truck stops at McDonald's to retrieve a disabled vehicle and transport it 
to a local mechanic shop. (Photo by Don Decker) 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

You've seen them down 
the highway--truclcs that 
pick up disabled vehi- 
cles and are hauled off for 
repairs. Perhaps you may 
have witnessed a repo of car 
getting picked up next door 
to you on the rez. Regardless 
of any situation with a vehi- 
cle that doesn't run, A.R.T. 
(Arizona Recovery Towing) 
can haul away any obstinate 
mechanical beast. 

Meet Henry Smith of 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
who heads the operations 
for A.R.T. Smith is the son of 
Norman and Priscilla Smith 
who own A.R.T. 

Now in operation since 
2011 when the company was 
bought out, this family oper- 
ation has met with some 
great successes. There are a 
total of 7 trucks with 5 roll 
back flat bed tow trucks that 
can literally pick up a vehi- 
cle. 

Since the interstate goes 
through Camp Verde, its not 
unusual for A.R.T to receive 
roadside assistance. "If they 
break down, they call us and 
we can take the custom- 
ers anywhere such as body 
shops or to their residence at 
their request," says Smith. 

Interestingly, if one looks 
for an auto tow in Camp 
Verde on the cell phone, 
A.R.T. is the very first towing 
company that shows up and 
that pleases Smith. 

A.R.T. is opened 24/7 and 
it's a perfect place to work 
with a total of 8 employees. 
Of these, there are 6 Indians 


working for the company. 

"We do semis with the 2 
wreckers that can haul an 
18 wheeler," said Smith. In 
addition, there are 2 medi- 
um duty wreckers that can 
pull smaller RVs. And the 
rest are the flat-bed trucks 
that makes for easy pickup. 

Smith said that A.R.T.'s 
recognition is so widespread 
that when he was on vaca- 
tion in Alaska this past year, 
a person from out of the 
crowd recognized Smith 
instantly recalling A.R.T.'s 
response to a broken down 
vehicle on 1-17 near Camp 
Verde. 

Smith says persistence 
pays off and that one has to 
believe in what one is doing 
and that it takes lots of time 
and effort (to make a suc- 
cess out of a business). "It's 
something that I learned 
from my mom and dad," says 
Smith. The elder Smiths own 
a service station in Camp 
Verde and a smoke shop in 
Middle Verde across from 
the casino. 

Other ventures proposed 

It is this kind of per- 
sistence that drives the 
young Smith to turn up 
other stones of opportunity 
such as his intended sports 
arena he is proposing to the 
Nation's council. 

The sight that he is look- 
ing at is where the Clover 
Leaf Pivot Fields are located 
some 2 miles southwest of 
the Nation's administration 
building. 

Smith has had 2 meetings 
with the council in 2014 and 
has a revised plan that may 
address some of the con- 


cerns of the tribal council. 
"We are asking for a long- 
term lease-that is all we are 
asking for" said Smith. 

In the fall 2014 meeting 
with the council, Smith was 
informed that the land in 
question for the sports arena 
was planned for the housing 
program of the Nation. 

Now, Smith has the sup- 
port of the engineering 
department program of 
Northern Arizona University 
to assess the viability of 
building the sport arena 
with the assistance of engi- 
neering majors to develop a 
plan for the sports arena and 
to conduct market surveys 
for the business venture. 


Smith said that the town 
of Camp Verde had already 
approved a .01 tax years ago 
to support a similar venture 
but the completion has been 
placed on hold to see what 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
is going to do. 

"Basically, it will be 4 
softball fields back to back 
with portable fences that 
will come down to accom- 
modate larger events such as 
concerts, biking events, and 
car shows," envisions Smith. 
Along with that, a Go-kart 
track and 2 rodeo champi- 
onship arenas that will host 
national events. 

"By working closely with 
the Native American Softball 


Association and getting 
the sanctions together and 
let them know what we're 
building and give them 
the road map," said Smith. 
"These teams can get out of 
Phoenix because it is very 
expensive for them to lease 
the fields there. It's too much 
for them and they can't 
afford a better rate and still 
be competitive". 

Smith said there are hun- 
dreds of independent teams 
traveling the country and by 
holding the national qual- 
ifiers tournaments on the 
Nation's lands, it would draw 
large attendances. "The 
tribe can go in and not only 
do they gain from the large 


paying crowds but get that 
indirect revenue (through 
taxes)." 

It's an ambitious eco- 
nomic plan for Smith as he 
believes thousands will be 
drawn to the new sports 
arena that will feature 
30/60-team tournaments. 
He mentioned the booking 
of hundreds of rooms with 
the Nation's new hotel at the 
casino. Smith is the varsi- 
ty softball coach for Camp 
Verde High School. 

The other advantages of 
the sports arena is that the 
reclaimed water from the 
holding tanks that are locat- 
ed near the proposed area 
and from the Tunlii hous- 
ing collection pond would 
be utilized to water the grass 
fields and other indigenous 
plants that will be planted 
around the sports fields. 
Smith said that by obligat- 
ing the reclaimed water, 
the Nation would have one 
less thing to worry about. 
Other benefits of the sports 
arena include employ- 
ment for field groomers and 
groundskeepers that will 
tend to the grassy fields and 
indigenous plants that will 
require attention. 

"We need new money 
in Verde Valley and by put- 
ting on these events, we will 
bring in new people," said 
Smith. He is almost sure that 
the infusion of new capi- 
tal into the new ventures 
proposed will increase the 
earning income of workers 
in the area and have impact 
the casino as larger crowds 
will come to the new sports 
arena. 



Montessori students take field 
trip to Dewey pumpkin patch 

Montessori students collect pumpkins in Dewey. 
Montessori students and their teachers along with 
some parent volunteers, traveled to the Dewey 
pumpkin field to take advantage of a hay ride 
through the fields. (Photo by Don Decker) 

Nation's corn harvest 


contributes 

By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Yolanda Trujillo, man- 
ager of the Nation's 
Agriculture Resource 
Department couldn't be 
happier as she witnessed 
the harvesting of field corn 
and loading the corn on a 
huge truck which made its 
way to an ethanol refinery 
plant in Phoenix and to 
feed lots in Phoenix. 

Alternative fuels is noth- 
ing new and the Nation 
does its share in cleaning 
up the air and purifying the 
type of fuel that is burned 
in vehicles in Arizona. 

Ethanol is a renewable 
fuel (aka: "Bio-mass") from 
various plant materials 
such as the Nation's corn. 

In America, 95% of the 
gas contains ethanol and 
at the pump it is known as 
"E-10" or 10% ethanol and 
90% gasoline. 

According to Google, 
com sources, Henry Ford 
who was the earliest auto 


to dean air 

maker "suspected that it 
would be the world's pri- 
ory fuel before gasoline 
became readily available". 
Furthermore, in this same 
source, it is estimated that 
"...by 2030, ethanol and 
other biofuels will replace 
30% or more of the US 
demand for gasoline" 

The overall benefits of 
ethanol is that there are 
lower levels of greenhouse 
gas emissions. Some stud- 
ies clearly point to the fact 
that greenhouse gas emis- 
sions contributes to global 
warming. Some scientists 
believe that the polar ice 
melt that is occurring now 
is a result of these unregu- 
lated emissions. 

Yavapai-Apache Nation 
is indeed, in the forefront 
of addressing this prob- 
lem by contributing to the 
refinement of ethanol fuel 
production and also pro- 
viding high quality live- 
stock feed. 


News from Human 
Resource Department 


During the upcoming 
Benefits Open Enrollment 
for Employees of the 

Yavapai-Apache Nation 
(YAN) where an Employee 
seeks to have a dependent 
included under any of the 
Benefits, the Employee 
must provide 'Proof of 
Dependency' for a Spouse 
and/or Children the 
Employee wants covered 
under any of the benefits. 
The 'Proof of Dependency^ 
as an Example, could be a 
Marriage Certificate for a 
Spouse or a Birth Certificate 
for a child. 

As open enrollment 
is quickly approaching, 


arrangements are being 
made for the Executive 
Vice-President, Retirement 
Plan Services from Kibble 
& Prentice, who is the 
YAN's "Plan" Account 
Representative, to come 
to the Nation and be avail- 
able for YAN employees to 
meet and discuss any and all 
aspects of the "Plan" 

If a YAN Employee has a 
question as to type of doc- 
ument they can bring with 
them to Open Enrollment 
to satisfy the 'Proof of 
Dependency', they can 
contact Christine Hurley, 
Benefits Coordinator of the 
YAN 928-111-1212. 



Harvesting pinons: an annual tradition 

Pinon pickers gathered pinon nuts in the surrounding hills 
of Verde Valley and some places further away toward 
Payson as well. Vice Chairwoman Darlene Rubio took 
some time off to spend time with this group who had a 
hefty harvest of the pinon nuts that is a favorite among the 
Nation’s members. (Photo by Darlene Rubio) 


Recipes 


Yavapai Culture News 


Garlic Mashed Cauliflower 

Ingredients 

• 1 medium head cauli- 
flower, cut into florets 

•1/4 cup skim or reduced 
fat milk (if you want it to be 
thicker you can use half and 
half, or cashew milk) 

•1 tablespoon extra-virgin 
olive oil 

•2 cloves minced garlic 

•1 scallion 

•1/2 teaspoon salt 

•Ground pepper 

Directions 

Boil a large pot of salted 
water. Add cauliflower and 
cook until very, very tender, 
about 10-15 minutes. Drain. 

In a separate saute pan, 
warm olive oil over medi- 
um-low heat, add gar- 
lic (minced or chopped 
very small), and scallion 
(chopped small), and saute 
until the garlic is golden 
brown. Remove pan from 
the heat. 

Mash with a potato mash- 
er or a fork in a large bowl. 
You can also use a blender 
or food processer if you want 
a smoother mashed cauli- 
flower. 

As you are smashing, start 
adding in the milk until it 
becomes the consistency of 
mashed potatoes. 

Then add in your minced 
garlic/scallion and olive oil 
mixture, salt, and pepper 
and serve instead of mashed 
potatoes. 


Bacon Brussel Spouts 

Ingredients 

•6 slices center-cut bacon, 
chopped into small pieces 

•1 large shallot 

• 1 y 2 pounds Brussels 
sprouts, trimmed and quar- 
tered 

•6 garlic cloves, thinly 
sliced 

•3/4 cup organic chicken 
broth 

•Salt 

•Pepper 

Directions 

Heat a large nonstick 
skillet over medium-high 
heat. Add bacon, and saute 
for 5 minutes or until bacon 
begins to brown. Remove 
pan from heat. Remove the 
bacon from pan with a slot- 
ted spoon. Reserve some of 
the bacon drippings in the 
pan and discard the remain- 
der. 

Over a medium-high 
heat stir in bacon, shallot, 
and brussel sprouts; saute 
about 4 minutes. Add garlic, 
and saute for 4 minutes or 
until garlic begins to brown, 
stirring frequently. Add the 
chicken broth, and bring to 
a boil. Cook for 2 minutes 
or until the broth mostly 
evaporates and the brussel 
sprouts are crisp and ten- 
der, stirring occasionally. 
Remove from heat; stir in 
salt and pepper. 


By Gertrude Smith 

Director 

Well with winter 
upon us and Fall in the 
air with the leaves begin- 
ning there change, it will 
be that time again to 
start the winter stories. 
We are just beginning 
our second set of stu- 
dents from Camp Verde 
Middle School; there 
will be 10 for Yavapai 
and 10 for Apache. This 
will be a 5 week program 
with the children learn- 
ing basic introductions, 
a Prayer, songs, along 
with basic language at 
the end of this there will 
be a graduation with a 
certificate, hooded sweat 
shirt, candy lei, language 
materials. Then another 
session will begin with 
another grade higher. The 
school provides the trans- 
portation to the culture 
center on these days. 

On Tuesday and 
Thursday nights from 
6-7pm we have Yavapai 
Language with Frieda at 
the Clarkdale Learning 
center, this is an adult 
class. She is doing anoth- 
er 15 lessons for people 
who want to learn the 
Yavapai language, the 
language our ancestors 
used. On Friday's starting 


November 6, 2015 from 
9-12pm Abaja Friday's 
will be starting for those 
who want to learn what 
to learn the language, and 
who were not selected 
with the school. This will 
be held at the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation's Culture 
Center call fordon at 
928-649-6963 to get a 
list so we will know how 
many are interested. The 
Center has a gift shop 
in the building if you're 
looking for a last min- 
ute gift come see what 
we have it is open from 
8-5pm Monday -Friday. 
We have camp dresses, 
Ribbon shirts they don't 
last long, small- medium 
burden baskets. We also 
have a small selection of 
soaps and books on the 
Yavapai and Apache, so 
stop by on your way to or 
from town. During the 
week we have open crafts 
if you want to sew, bead, 
mend your boots bring 
them by and we can show 
you how to do this. With 
Exodus coming up in 
three months start work- 
ing on your Camp dress, 
ribbon, shirt or if your 
Granddaughter, Daughter 
is going to run in this 
year's Pageant its time to 
start. 
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CELEBRATE 


Nation celebrates Halloween 





YAN staff members dressed up for the 
Halloween luncheon on Thursday, 
October 29 to enjoy a few moments 
together as the " best dressed" in sev- 
eral categories were selected by the 
judges. This event was coordinated by 
the public relations department under 
Margie Campos and committee mem- 
bers. (Photos by Don Decker) 


Monster Mash Rez Style in Clarkdale: a Halloween party! 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

For several years now the 
Clarkdale community seems 
to attract mysterious guests 
as Halloween approaches 
each year. Libby Johnson, 
tribal member, said that 
inviting these goblins to the 
'Monster Mash' October 24, 
Saturday brought the right 
atmosphere for the occa- 
sion as 80 people converged 
on the community center 
to greet the special "guests" 
which included 'Court 
Jester' and sinister-look- 
ing characters from the 
'Chuckie' clan. 

Elders, Amy Mendoza 
who is 90 years old, seemed 


to enjoy the evening along 
with another elder Mary 
Wathogoma. Local peace 
officers Sgt. Huibregtse 
and Officer Jardine from 
the Nation's police depart- 
ment participated as well 
by bringing the cakes and 
candy. It was an evening 
that started around 5 p.m. 
that was filled with games, 
cake walks and chilli dogs. 

This annual event has 
gotten so popular that 
non-Nation children attend 
this event as the news about 
the Halloween party is 
spread at the local elemen- 
tary school. 

Johnson who works 
for the Nation's Gaming 
Commission as Office 


Specialist said that the 
Halloween party has been 
a family tradition for sever- 
al years and it started out 
small and now the party 
has grown into a large event 
each year requiring a larger 
place. 

Johnson has her family 
to thank. "I want to give a 
huge thanks to my family 
for all helping out put this 
party together. Without 
you guys, this would have 
been impossible," she said. 
"I can't wait for next year," 
said Johnson whose children 
and their aunts and uncles 
including grandpa Morgan 
Johnson, Sr. who had a hand 
in all of the spooky events in 
Clarkdale. 



Elders Mary 
Wathogoma 

(L) and Amy 
Mendoza 
take a break 
with the 
goblins of 
Clarkdale 
during the 
Monster 
Mash. 

(Photo by 
Don Decker) 


Nation's educator joins Yavapai 
County Education Board (YCEB) 

Tim Wiederaenders, president, welcomed newly elected board member 
Laurie Kaaekuahiwi, the Title VII coordinator for the Camp Verde Unified 
School District. Recommended by the Yavapai-Apache Nation Tribal 
Council for the board, Kaaekuahiwi works on a daily basis with native stu- 
dents not only from the Yavapai-Apache tribe but also other tribes. The 
Arizona native joins 14 other board members representative of Yavapai 
County in administering the functions of the non-profit foundation which 
supports and promotes educational activities in the county. (Photo submit- 
ted by YCEB) 



KICK BOXING 

From page 4 


says that he wants to fly his 
team to the tournament to 
avoid a lengthy 13 hour car 
ride that may tire out his 
fighters. The club needs 
money for lodging, food and 
taxi fairs and to return home 
after the event. 


Dominique Begay, a 
19 year old, came here 
9 months ago with her 
mom, Jennie Hudson of 
Coppermine near Page, 
Arizona. "I'm 50 years old 
and it's been prevention of 
diabetes. I lost 8 lbs.," says 
Hudson. 

If you simply just want to 
get in shape and workout, 
it's a matter of plunking 


down $45 for one month. As 
a motivation, if you re-up 
for another month, Larson 
kicks in a free week at the 
last of the month. 

"We try to help those who 
are trying to overcome their 
addictions. Through fitness, 
we replace what addictions 
they may have," said Larson. 

(Besides, it beats hanging 
around in an exercise place 


with machines and people 
minding their own business 
with their ear phones.) 

There are 4 exercise class- 
es during the week and it all 
depends how many times a 
person would like to come 
and exercise. The only lim- 
itation is that the club only 
has space for about 12 peo- 
ple according to Larson. The 
Larson's Champs Gym start- 


Happy Birthday 


Liliana Marie Fernando 
Happy Birthday to 
Liliana Marie Fernando, I 
am so proud of who you're 
growing up to be, keep 
doing your best at every- 
thing you do. 

Have a wonder- 
ful day on your birthday 
November 15, 2015. 

ed in 2011 with just 2 trib- 
al girls on Hollum Street in 
Camp Verde. 

With the monthly paid 
membership, the Larsons 
were able to meet the 
monthly rent to train some 
kids. 

["Don't look at me! Keep 
working!" -Larson to kids 
while being interviewed] . 

"We just developed a fol- 


John Hartnett 
I want to wish my 
awesome brother, John 
Hartnett aka Sonny aka 
Chuclcy a Happy Birthday 
on November 20, 2015. 

You are doing a won- 
derful job raising your 
son thank you for a cutie 
nephew. 

lowing from the kids and 
the interest for the kids and 
just lcinda grew from there — 
winning titles, giving kids 
opportunities, new tribal 
members winning and they 
are carrying on where I left 
off. 

I hope they win more 
titles than I won, to achieve 
more than what I did," said 
Larson with a giant smile. 
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Yavapai-Apache Nation breaks ground for new water pipeline 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Various entities gathered in Mid- 
dle Verde on November 18 next to the 
waste water lagoons not far from Verde 
River, to break ground for a new water 
line that will bring clean water to the 
Tunlii housing area. 

This new pipeline will go under- 
neath the Verde River that traverses the 
Nation. 

Council members from the Nation, 
Patterson Enterprise that is installing 
the waterline, Indian Health Service 
from Phoenix who has oversight of the 
project and the Utility Department of 
the Nation broke ground using the tra- 
ditional "gold plated shovels" to signify 
the beginning of the new waterline. 


“The Yavapai-Apache Nation's Tun- 
lii community drinking water well was 
discovered to have high levels of arse- 
nic and the decision was made through 
a feasibility project to abandon the ex- 
isting Tunlii well," said Robert Mills, 
Grant Coordinator who wrote the grant 
for the new pipeline. This Middle Verde 
Intertie, as it is called, was funded to 
connect the Tunlii to the Middle Verde 
water system. 

The new pipeline project is a joint 
project that includes the Nation's EPA 
Tribal Drinking Water Set Aside pro- 
gram and the Phoenix Indian Health 
Service according to Mills. 

The new pipeline will bring fresh ar- 
senic-free water to Tunlii. Prior to this, 
the Nation had a well in Tunlii next to 
the river but the arsenic level did not 


meet the standards for safe water con- 
sumption. Fresh bottled water was de- 
livered to the residents on-demand 
(when they ran out) for almost a year 
according to Herbert Trujillo, the Na- 
tion's utility supervisor. 

Subsequently, the Nation's water de- 
partment tapped into the city of Camp 
Verde water line to provide safe water 
to Tunlii housing which began this past 
January of 2105. 

At the Middle Verde water filtration 
system, the well water is pumped into a 
3-way filtering system that clarifies the 
water to the point where there is mini- 
mal trace of arsenic in the water. 

This purified water will be pumped 
through the new waterline across the 


SEE PIPELINE PAGE 2 



Chairman Thomas Beauty spoke briefly about the 
importance of the new pipeline to the Tunlii housing 
area. (Photo by Don Decker) 



Christine Cook accepts 

new position as Tribal 
Assistance Coordinator for 
the Nation. (Photo by Don 
Decker) 

Nation's 

new 

employee 

Christine Cook, the new 
Tribal Assistance Coordi- 
nator, takes over as Delight 
Plunkett moves to Indian 
Child Welfare Act (ICWA). 

Cook is a member of the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation 
and possesses an A. A De- 
gree in General Studies from 
Yavapai College in Prescott, 
a B.A. in Business from the 
University of Phoenix, and 
a M.A. in Human Relations 
from the University of Okla- 
homa. 

Cook spent 2 years in 
Oklahoma in acquiring Mas- 
ters degree. 

Cook was one of the di- 
rectors of the gaming board 
for the Nation's casino for 6 
years as well. 

Cook brings with here ex- 
tensive experiences in hu- 
man services as she spent 6 
years as a residential tech- 
nician at the West Yavapai 
Clinic in Prescott. 

This program brought 
many of the clients from the 
'acute' care section to a liv- 
ing area which gave clients 
the opportunity to regain 
useful skills such as cleaning 
chores and preparing menus 
for cooking. 

She and husband Fer- 
nando make their home in 
Middle Verde. 

They have 4 grand chil- 
dren and 4 great-grandchil- 
dren. 


ORME DAM DAYS 



By Margie Campos 

YAN News 

This year the annual 
Orme Dam Victory Days 
held their 34th Annual Cel- 
ebration on November 20- 
22, 2015. 

The Yavapai-Apache 
Nation participated in the 
weekend events. 

On Saturday, November 
21, 2015, a parade featured 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
tribal council and royalties 
who rode on a float during 
the parade. 

Students from South 
Verde High School in Camp 
Verde traveled to Ft. Mc- 
Dowell and helped deco- 
rate the float for our Nation 
as well as walking beside 
the float handing out candy 
and trinkets from the Na- 
tion. 

Several of the Nation's 
young ladies also partici- 
pated in the parade with a 
crown dance group from 


Whiteriver, Arizona. 

After the parade, there 
was a Yavapai Village near 
the pow-wow and rodeo 
grounds where the ladies 
danced again with the same 
group. 

These young girls did a 
great job dancing all week- 
end at the Village. 

Every year the Fort Mc- 
Dowell Yavapai Tribe cele- 
brate their Orme Dam Vic- 
tory Days which stopped a 
dam from being built. 

Had the dam been 
erected, the Yavapai would 
have had their land covered 
with water today. 

They celebrated their 
victory with a pow-wow, 
a parade, rodeo and a car- 
nival as well as other vari- 
ous events throughout the 
weekend. 



Local women traditional dancers from the Nation, top photo, join mountain 
spirit dancers from Whiteriver. Front, is Olivia Castillo, Mikayla Mix (far left in 
back), Taylor Moore (far right, back) Leah Kinsey (r). In photo above, Katherine 
Marquez, elder Pai Woman of Clarkdale, waves to the crowd. (Photos by Margie 
Campos) 
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Blow Bubbles 


Kids say 'Blow bubbles, not smoke' 


By Margie Campos 

YAN News 

A parade on Thursday, No- 
vember 19th highlighted the NA- 
TIONAL GREAT AMERICAN 
SMOKE OUT day. 

The Nation's children from 
the Montessori Children's House 
brought the important message 
to the Middle Verde Community. 
The theme 'Blow Bubbles, Not 


Smoke' had the children march- 
ing through the neighborhood 
handing out information for those 
wishing to quit smoking while 
blowing soap bubbles and chant- 
ing 'Blow bubbles, not smoke.' 

The CHR, WIC department 
with Linda Rocha and Renee 
Gonzales coordinated the event 
with assistance of the teachers 
from the school. 


Montessori students, above, 
march with their teachers and spon- 
sors as they make their statement 
against cigarette smoking. At right, 
Renee Gonzales from the WIC pro- 
gram walks with the students in the 
street as the banner carries the mes- 
sage. (Photos by Margie Campos) 



Community celebrates Thanksgiving 



Community members, top photo, line 
up and are served a traditional meal 

by staff members of the Nation. Mina 
Eppinger, at right, gets the pans of 
potatoes ready for the Thanksgiving 
feast. (Photos by Don Decker) 

By Don Decker 

YAN News 

The Nation gathered at the Recreation 
Center in Middle Verde for the annual 
Thanksgiving dinner on November 19. 

Thanks to the Recreation Department 
personnel under the direction of Darin 
Smith, this well-prepared dinner cooked by 
that department brought forth all the tra- 
ditional turkey dinner and all of the trim- 
mings along with it. 

Over 100 people came to the dinner that 
was served by the staff members of the Na- 
tion's employees. Manu Hailame, native 
Hawaiian, who is director of the National 
Ropes Course for the Nation under the rec- 
reation department, tended to the oven all 



day long as assistants Mina Eppinger, Ja- 
cob Lewis and Darin Smith, director of 
the recreation program, made sure all of 
the side dishes were prepared in a tasteful 
manner. 

Margie Campos, public relations de- 
partment event coordinator and the Na- 
tion's royalty kept the community mem- 
bers glued to their raffle tickets for some 
outstanding gifts. 

Smith said that all the turkeys and food 
was served. 


Happy holidays 

Wishing you every happiness and may the 
good times and treasures of the present be- 
come the golden memories of tomorrow this 

Holiday Season. 
I look forward to my continued service to 
our people and wishing you and your families 
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
-Thomas Beauty, chairman , Yavapai Apache 
Nation's Tribal Council 



SERENITY HOLIDAY LETTER 


Hello to all my family, 
friends and relatives of the 
great Yavapai-Apache Na- 
tion! 

I would like to wish ev- 
eryone a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. May 
you and your loved ones be 
blessed and enjoy this holi- 
day season. 

Please travel safe with 
caution when visiting family 
and friends as the weather 
gets colder. 


Please keep our veterans 
and our women and men 
who are still serving in our 
prayers. 

Also let us share time with 
all the elders of our commu- 
nities as they are the pillars 
of strength, stability and per- 
severance of our Yavapai and 
Apache way of life. 

A simple "hello" will 
warm all the hearts of the 
grandmas and grandpas. 

This year I have met many 


wonderful people, elders 
and leaders in my journey as 
Little Missy Yavapai-Apache 
Nation and I am thankful to 
you all for sharing your wis- 
dom and time with me. 

It is truly a blessing. 

Happy Holidays and don't 
forget to leave the cookies 
and milk out for Santa!!! 
Serenity De La Torre 
Little Missy Yavapai- 
Apache Nation 2015-2016 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


Engracia Caballero 

Happy birthday Gracia, 
have a fun exciting day. 

Brian Fernando 

Happy Birthday to my 
handsome awesome nephew 
Brian James Fernando, I am 
a proud aunt, keep doing 


your best at everything you 
do. 

Have a wonderful day on 
your birthday December 2, 
2015. 

I love you lames. 

Adela Mendez 

Adela Mendez, One of the 


four most beautiful things 
that I have had the chance to 
experience. 

Happy Birthday my Dela- 
bunts December 14, 2015. 

You are growing up to be 
a wonderful young lady. I am 
so proud of you every day. I 
love you very much. 


Quarterly tribal gaming contributions continue to rise 


PHOENIX - The Ari 
zona Department of Gam- 
ing announces that state- 
wide tribal contributions 
increased for a fifth consec- 
utive quarter. Tribal con- 
tributions to the State from 
gaming revenue will be ap- 
proximately $25.6 million 
for the quarter ending Sep- 
tember 30, 2015. This is a 
6.4 percent increase when 
compared to the same 
quarter of last year. 

"An over 6-percent in- 
crease in Gaming reve- 
nues, shows how important 
working relationships with 
Tribal Gaming partners are 


and just how much proper 
regulation means to the pa- 
trons who visit the State's 
23 Class III Casinos." said 
Daniel Bergin, Director of 
the Arizona Department of 
Gaming. 

"We feel our rigorous 
standards directly relate to 
the confidence players feel 
when visiting gaming facili- 
ties around the State." 

The quarterly tribal con- 
tributions to the Arizona 
Benefits Fund will be dis- 
tributed as follows: 

Instructional Improve- 
ment Fund/Education: 
$12,776,904 


Trauma and Emergency 
Services Fund: $6,388,452 
Arizona Department of 
Gaming operating costs: 
$2,307,226 

Arizona Wildlife Conser- 
vation Fund: $1,825,272 
State Tourism Fund: 
$1,825,272 

Problem Gambling Edu- 
cation, Treatment and Pre- 
vention: $512,717 

TOTAL tribal contri- 
butions for the quarter 
ended September 30, 2015: 
$25,635,843 

The Arizona Department 
of Gaming, in partnership 
with Arizona's tribes, regu- 


lates Indian gaming. 

Under the Arizona Trib- 
al-State Gaming Compact, 
tribes with casinos contrib- 
ute one to eight percent of 
their Class III gross gaming 
revenue to the state, cities, 
towns and counties. 

In Arizona, Class III 
gaming includes slot ma- 
chines, jackpot poker, 
blackjack, lceno and off- 
track pari-mutuel betting. 
There are currently 23 Class 
III casinos in the state. 

Tribes send contribu- 
tions to the Arizona Ben- 
efits Fund every three 
months. 


PIPELINE 

From page 1 


river to the community of 
Tunlii. Chairman Thomas 
Beauty spoke about the his- 
torical background of con- 
taminated water in Tun- 
lii and said that the concept 
of selecting the option of in- 
serting the under-river pipe- 
line was an on-going pro- 
cess in the previous admin- 
istration. He said that he was 
fully aware of the high con- 
tent of arsenic in the water 
for the Tunlii housing area 
and that the water well that 
was located 300-400 feet 
from the river's edge did not 
comply with the safety stan- 


dards for drinkable water be- 
cause of its high arsenic con- 
tent. As a result, bottled wa- 
ter was delivered to homes 
in Tunlii and finally, a pipe- 
line connection to the Camp 
Verde water system this past 
January. Vice Chairwoman 
Darlene Rubio acknowl- 
edged the importance work- 
ing partnerships such as the 
Indian Health Service during 
the completion of the water- 
line. Within 4 months, the 
new underground pipeline 
traversing the Verde River 
will be delivering fresh water 
to the Tunlii housing area. 

The new system will also 
eliminate large water bills 
paid by the Nation to the city 
of Camp Verde. 
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EDUCATION 


Camp Verde High School senior Joel Beauty tutors Native American students 


By Aryssa Carvalho 

Contributing Reporter 

CAMP VERDE - Two months ago, Camp 
Verde High School senior Joel Beauty started 
tutoring Native American students at Camp 
Verde Middle School. 

Beauty teamed up with Johnson O’Malley 
Tutor Cindy Eaton to take on this project. 

Four days each week, the students go to 
tutoring after school. They are usually there 
for an hour, finishing their homework and 
asking the four tutors in the room for help on 
issues they don’t understand. 

"The Obama Administration is focused on 
helping Native American youth, and that has 
really inspired me to want to help the kids in 
Camp Verde," said Joel, who has always had 
a passion for working with Native American 
kids. In the past, he worked at the recreation 
center on the Yavapai-Apache Nation’s Mid- 
dle Verde Reservation. 

Tutoring at the middle school is just an- 
other way Joel is helping out the Native 
American community. 

"I want to change the way people view 
Native Americans. They are smart and are 
willing to learn," said Joel. 

He uses incentives to get the kids excited 
about learning. These incentives can be in 


forms of candy, movies and other goodies. 
During tutoring students and tutors give 
each other "ups" which are compliments 
and nice words to let them know they are 
important. 

"The incentives help keep the kids mo- 
tivated. We also use goal sheets which help 
keep them accountable for their grades," 
said Beauty. 

"We have heard from teachers that the 
kids have been participating more in class. 
That makes me happy." 

Sixth grader Shashayla Honwytewa said 
her grades have improved since she started 
going to tutoring. In one class she even went 
from an F to a C in only a month’s span. 

"I like coming to tutoring. It’s a lot of fun," 
said Shashayla. 

Another student, Anjelica Engel, said she 
enjoys going to tutoring because she gets to 
get her homework done. Her grades in sci- 
ence and language arts have improved since 
she’s been going to tutoring. 

Joel said if anyone is interested in donat- 
ing food, money or school supplies to the tu- 
toring program that they contact the main 
office at the middle school. 

-Aryssa Carvalho is a reporter with the 
Camp Verde Bugle 



Camp Verde High School senior J oel Beauty, second from left, tutors fellow Native 
American students. Four days each week, Beauty works with students at Camp 
Verde Middle School. (Photo courtesy of Aryssa Carvalho) 


Yavapai-Apache/Laguna, Gabrielle Stacey, senior star softball player 
for University of New Mexico Lobos is graduating this coming spring 



Yavapai-Apache/Laguna, Gabrielle Stacey, senior star softball player for University 
of New Mexico Lobos is graduating this coming spring. (Courtesy photo) 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Yavapai-Apache/Laguna, Gabrielle Sta- 
cey, senior star softball player for Univer- 
sity of New Mexico Lobos is graduating this 
coming spring. 

1. ) When did you start 
playing ball? 

I first picked up a bat 
when I was old enough to 
play t-ball which was around 
5 years old. As far as soft- 
ball goes. I began playing 
at about age 7 in the minor 
girls softball league for the 
city of Winslow. Competi- 
tively, I began playing club 
ball around age 10 for a lo- 
cal team out of Winslow, Ar- 
izona. 

2. ) Did you get a schol- 
arship to play ball at UNM? 

How long ago was that and total number of 
years you've been on the team? 

I did not receive a scholarship to play 
softball for UNM. I was actually a walk-on 
and tried out when I transferred to the Uni- 
versity of New Mexico in the 2013-2014 year. 
Before UNM I played two years and received 
a full ride scholarship to play for the College 
of Southern Idaho Eagles out of Twin Falls, 
Idaho. 

3. ) Were your parents an influence on you 
with regards to softball? 

As I look back on it all, I can remem- 
ber my mom feeding me balls through our 
pitching machine at her school playground 
just for me to get some batting practice in on 
my own, my dad taking me out to the soft- 
ball field every day during the hottest times 
of the day during the summer, after he got 
home from work to hit me ground balls, fly 
balls, and putting me through drills he found 
to make me a better player. 

4. ) Do you like to steal bases? 


Oh man do I!!!! I absolutely LOVE stealing 
bases, I always have. Starting at a young age, 
coaches have always told me I have so much 
speed and don't be afraid to use it. Speed is 
the name of softball, and it makes or breaks 
some athletes on the field. Whenever I get 
the signal to steal a base it's like tunnel vi- 
sion. 

5.) What was the greatest win your team 
had? 

Us Lobos used a big seventh inning in 
our first game series against San Diego State 
University. We scored seven runs off six hits 
to erase a five-run deficit and claim a 8-6 
come-from-behind win over SDSU at the 
SDSU Softball Stadium. It made the win feel 
even greater beating them on their home 
turf. We outhit the Aztecs 9-7, and us with 9 


and SDSU with 7 hits the whole game. This 
was the biggest win we had all conference 
when SDSU dropped to 13-6 in the Moun- 
tain West. If they would have won that game, 
they would have clinched the MW confer- 
ence champion title. Instead it was a close 
race and tie between San Diego State, San 
Jose State, and Fresno State. 

6.) Are you the only Indian on the team? 

Yes, I was the only Native American on 
the team here at UNM. It's funny you ask be- 
cause most of my teammates thought I was 
Hispanic at first. Two incidences happened 
that gave my teammates a clue that I was not 
Hispanic. First, was when a reporter came to 
interview me for the Navajo Times and the 
other, when I dressed up for Native Ameri- 
can week at UNM. They asked me, "Gabby, 


why are you wearing that stuff????". I said, 
"Because it's Native American week and they 
are my traditional clothes.” T 

They replied, "You're Native American?, 
we all thought you were Hispanic!!” 

7. ) What kind of community work are 
you doing now? Are you helping youth? 

I actually work with youth every day. 
I love kids! I work for a 'before and after 
school program' here in the New Mexico 
area. I go to elementary schools and help 
them with homework, arts and crafts, sci- 
ence experiments, building things, writing, 
cooking, and creating new games that they 
can play outside at recess. I have also helped 
UNM run some of the softball camps here in 
Albuquerque as a camp instructor. 

8. ) How does softball build character and 
what has it done for you? 

Softball reveals character through work 
ethic and communication. What you put in 
is what you get out of it. It allows a player to 
be able to bond and form life-long friend- 
ships on and off the field by develop- 
ing chemistry. By seeing your teammates 
work hard in practice, they challenge you to 
work harder. Teammates are the ones who 
push you to your full potential as well as the 
coaches telling you what you are capable of. 
Work- ethic and going to the field on your 
days off shows that you care about the sport 
and that you want to get better every day 
even when you do get a break from it. It is an 
important process to take what you learn on 
the field and be able to translate those skills 
from the field to everyday life. 

For more information on Gabby's softball 
career: 

https://youtu.be/9mjhNHiJfAM 

Coach Beach's Reflections on our 2015 
year 

https://youtu.be/gjGNJIFXJ4o 

( Editor's note: An interview by Don Decker 
with Gabrielle Stacey, daughter of Yavapai- 
Apache Nation member Frank and Debra 
Stacey who live in Winslow. The Staceys are 
part of Genevieve Stacey -Wright family in 
Middle Verde) 



Gabrielle 

Stacey 

Softball player, 
University of 
New Mexico 
Lobos 


Yavapai-Apache Nation high school 
students tour universities in the Midwest 



By Lisa Sandoval 

Higher Education Coordinator 

On November 6, 2015, a group of 
students from the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation visited the Haskell Indian 
Nations University (HIHU) and Uni- 
versity of Kansas (aka KU). 

The students flew to Kansas City 
and then traveled to nearby Law- 
rence, Kansas where the universities 
are located. 


The students participated in a 
campus tour of HINU that included 
a presentation, group activity, a 
campus tour, and lunch in the stu- 
dent dining hall. 

Haskell is a tribal college that of- 
fers two-year and four-year degrees, 
with a total cost of $715 which cov- 
ers housing, meals and textbooks 
and there is free tuition for students 
who are enrolled in a federally rec- 
ognized Indian tribe. 

The students also toured Univer- 


The Yavapai-Apache 
Nation student group 
with their sponsor Laurie 
Kaaekuahiwi of Camp Verde 
Schools visiting Haskell Indi- 
an University pose in front 
of a gazebo on campus. 

The students participated 
in a campus tour of HINU 
that included a presentation, 
group activity, a campus 
tour, and lunch in the student 
dining hall. (Courtesy photo) 

sity of Kansas, a prestigious college 
that has extensive degree offerings 
and has a relationship with HINU 
where students can transfer as in- 
state students and be dual-enrolled 
at both universities. 

The Kansas tour was a great way 
to introduce the students to campus 
living far from home and to expose 
the students to higher education op- 
portunities after high school gradu- 
ation. 
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Family donates traditional 
ceremonial dress to the Nation 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Chasity Dosela, granddaughter of Danny 
Irving (YAN member and first cousin to Don 
Decker) and his wife, Serena, made a dona- 
tion of a buckskin Na'ii'ase puberty rite cere- 
monial dress on November 22 at the Nation's 
culture center. 

This buckskin dress was made by Karla 
Redbird of San Carlos in 2011 and was used 
by Chasity that same year. 

There are 2 pieces to the dress, a top with 
fringes and the lower part with fringes as 
well. 

On the boots, the Yavapai-Apache Nation 
seal is done with the small beads (#10) and 
each color of the logo (3.5 inches in diame- 
ter) is represented in each hue of the colors 
on the seal and is sewn onto the boots. 

This style of buckskin outfit is one -of -a 
-kind and grandfather Danny said,” It's not 
a matter of how much it cost, it's what it 
means” 

Vincent Randall, Apache traditionalist 
and Apache culture director for the Nation 


visited with the family at noon today at the 
culture center and YAN culture staff mem- 
bers were somewhat surprised by this gift as 
no gift such as this has ever been donated to 
the culture department. 

Vincent expressed his appreciation to 
the Irving family for the beautiful gift, fudy 
Piner, Preservation/Technology director ac- 
cepted the buckskin outfit on behalf of the 
Nation as it is traditional for a woman to ex- 
cept these gifts. 

Chasity's outfit will be catalogued and 
stored in the culture center's vault tempo- 
rarily until such time when a display case is 
designated for viewing at the culture center. 

Grandfather Danny said that it is unfor- 
tunate that some families don't value these 
types of cultural items as he has seen buck- 
skin dresses in pawn shops near San Carlos. 

Chasity is a 10th grader at San Carlos 
High School and is an enrolled member of 
the Nation. Chasity's mother, Sue Flores of 
Phoenix (standing in the back close to Chas- 
ity) and aunt Cynthia Nash and a cousin, Lo- 
renzo Duywenie, stand in the back for sup- 
port. 



Vincent Randall, Apache culture director (Left sitting) accepted the buckskin outfit 
on behalf of the Nation. Danny Irving is surrounded by his family with Chasity hold- 
ing the top part with grandma (r) next to her holding the bottom portion. Grandpa 
Danny holds the pair of boots with the beaded boots representing the Nation’s seal 
on each boot. (Photo by Don Decker) 


Cliff Castle Casino singer-guitar player grounded to Indian ways 



Chuck Petersen entertains twice a week inside of the Cliff Castle 
past 6 years entertaining casino patrons. (Photo by Don Decker) 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

On any Tuesday and Wednes- 
day during the afternoons, you can 
hear Chuck Petersen playing in 
the casino. Petersen has been per- 
forming at the casino for 6 years 
now and he calls CCC his home. 
And for a good reason too as he is 
considered one of the team mem- 
bers of the casino who provides 
that extra edge of sounds through 
his voice and guitar that soothes 
visitors to the casino. 

Petersen has an endless reper- 
toire of songs that date back to the 
60's to the 90s. With this type of 
expertise, he brings all the tunes 
from long ago back to life whether 
it's Santana, the Doobie Bros, with 
Michael McDonald or Credence 
Clearwater. 

lust throw any song out there 
to him and he can play it. From 
the Stones, the Eagles to Marvin 
Gaye— anything. 

Petersen makes the guitar wail 
as the background band provided 
by pre-recorded sound tracks filled 
with the bass and drums keeps in 
rhythm with his guitar. "They have 
their favorite songs that they re- 
quest and that is nice and I know 
what they are,” says Petersen about 
his fans who walk up to him that 
request songs. 

Rattle off a song title and he 
knows it. "I'm a like a human juke- 
box,” he says with a smile. 

"One of the things I want to ex- 
press is that my time here has been 
so good for me (at CCC) — enjoy- 
able, because I feel that I have a 
connection with the people that 
come in here to see me. It's amaz- 
ing,” says Petersen. 

He is definitely humble and the 
casino customers love him. "I had 
one of the ladies bring me a ham- 
burger one time and in the begin- 
ning people use to bring me things 
on the bus,” he adds about out of 
town bus riders who come to the 
casino. He also talks about the fap- 
anese lady who brought him some 
green tea from a lapanese restau- 
rant. 

Indian connection 

Petersen is somewhat of a mys- 
tic and it is at this point that he di- 
gresses from his electronic music. 

It all began back in 1983 when 
his father went to visit the Big Horn 


Battlefield Monument in South 
Dakota and his father knew his 
son was interested in native his- 
tory. Before his father could ex- 
plain the whole story about what 
book he wanted for his son, a lady 
in the bookstore started walking 
away down the hallway to retrieve 
"Crazy Horse-Strange man of the 
Ogallas” by Marie Sandoz, a book 
that was written in 1946. Petersen 
tells the story best: "And my father 
says to the curator, T wanna take 
that book for my son.'” 

And as the old saying goes, the 
rest was history for Petersen. 

"I was mesmerized by the tale 
she (Sandoz) told, how they lived, 
how they thought and how every- 
thing worked in the native way,” 
said Petersen about his personal 
transformation while reading the 
book. 

From here, Petersen penned a 
song called 'Crazy Horse' in 1999 
from the inspiration he got from 
the book which led to an interview 
on a local TV show out of Prescott. 
"She interviewed me and I talked 


about the story, about the song. 
And the nice thing about this is 
that lohn loseph, a Navajo-Yaqui 
played the native flute on the re- 
cording which had 2 versions: one 
with a band and the other version 
unplugged which featured lohn lo- 
seph,” said Peterson. 

Along with loseph's flute mu- 
sic, the unplugged version also fea- 
tures Edgar Red Elk, a vintage bat- 
tlefield victory song of the Lalcota 
that was acquired through the Li- 
brary of Congress recorded many 
years before. 

"It starts with a chant at the be- 
ginning,” he said about the record- 
ing. 

"I am very interested in getting 
some airplay and an opportunity 
to play at the Crazy Horse Monu- 
ment with a Lalcota flute player. So, 
that is something I'm working on," 
he said. 

A vision , he saw the warrior 
ride , a red hawk flew through the 
trees , only later did he understand , 
what he saw was what he came to 


Casino. He’s a mainstay for the 

be" 

-Crazy Horse @Chuck Petersen 

Spirit World beckons 

Petersen talks about lohn lo- 
seph leaving into the spirit world 
and the impact of loseph's Indian 
philosophy, foseph was a loyal cus- 
tomer of CCC and was known to 
many of the regulars. Petersen re- 
members that time when he went 
to the VA hospital with foseph one 
time. "I told him I'd see him next 
week” 

Then one day Petersen got a call 
from his boss at CCC that lohn had 
been real sick and was flown to 
hospital one final time. 

"loseph taught me a lot in the 
2 years that I knew him. The most 
important thing was to be account- 
able to myself. He had a famous 
saying--he called me 'Little Pipe' 
and gave me a ceremonial pipe. 
We never got around to making a 
small pipe,” said Petersen. 

It was these Indian connections 
that made Petersen whole again. 
"He would always tell me to do the 


best that I could and not to second 
guess or accept mediocrity. That is 
what I adhere to,” said Petersen. 

A personal life 

Petersen has his own band in 
Phoenix called the 'Blucoda' that 
plays in restaurants and hotels. 
Interestingly, the band's name 
is coded with the musical term, 
'coda' and the first part 'Blu' is an 
adaptation of Bucoda, Washing- 
ton where Petersen's mother was 
raised. "It has a Lalcota sounding 
name," Petersen said about the 
band's name. 

Petersen and his wife came to 
Arizona in 1987 from Seattle and 
live in Mesa. 

He likes hiking, enjoying the 
outdoors, fishing and "reading a 
lot” of fames Walker's 'Lalcota 
Myths and storytelling' which hap- 
pens to be one of Petersen's favor- 
ite books in addition to the Lee 
Child suspense books. Petersen 
has been married for 36 years and 
share a 32 year old son. 

Petersen says he comes from a 
large family. "My brothers and sis- 
ters --they're all professional peo- 
ple". 

Musical trails 

Ever since he heard the clas- 
sic 'Louie, Louie' when he was 11 
years old, Petersen never let the 
guitar down. "It was like a thun- 
derbolt, the sky opened up and I 
knew what I wanted to do from an 
early age. 

Now, he aims to please with 
his music. "I enjoy playing coun- 
try, roclc-n-roll, the blues. But one 
thing that I really try is to concen- 
trate on a variety of music,” said 
Petersen. 

It's been 6 years now at the 
Cliff Castle Casino and they know 
Chuck Petersen. "There's no 'star' 
here at all. I may not be the best 
singer or the best guitar player. My 
job is to play the music,” he said. 

"This is the path that I'm on 
now. I'm still on it. I love my work 
and I consider my work to be what 
I am. It defines who I am. It's nice 
they use the term "play” when 
you play music. That's what it is: I 
never work- 1 play” 


Sharing cultures: 

By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Yavapai-Apache Nation teens and Hopi 
teens met on November 20 for a tour of sa- 
cred sites in the area. 

This activity was sponsored by the Na- 
tional Park Service under the auspices of the 
Montezuma Castle Historic site. Mary Onti- 
veros, park representative said that this ac- 
tivity was made possible by a special grant 
from the Walt Disney foundation. 

"The 2 groups had an opportunity to visit 
these sites and have a first-hand experience,” 
said Ontiveros. 

It was also a time for sharing and making 
new friends as the group gathered in a cir- 
cle at the Montezuma Well for introductions 
that morning. 

The day was filled with a visit to the V Bar 
V petroglyph site 12 miles north of Camp 
Verde where the group had an opportunity 
to hear a presentation by the National Park 
Service representative about the significance 


a look at the past 

of the images that were tapped on the rock 
walls almost 900 years ago. 

At the Montezuma Well, the youth group 
listened to both versions of the Yavapai- 
Apache and Hopi oral history about the site. 
Micah Loma'omvaya, adult leader from the 
Hopi tribe gave an extensive overview of 
Montezuma Well and how the place contin- 
ues to play an important role in the history 
of the Hopi people. 

Later on, both groups visited the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation culture center where they 
had an opportunity to meet representatives 
from the culture department for a brief tour. 

The Hopi youth group continued their 
journey to Tuzigoot and Palatki after their 
stop at the YAN culture center. 

"The purpose of this activity was to bring 
both groups of the youth to visit their ances- 
tral home and to connect our youth to the 
monuments,” added Ontiveros. 

Yavapai-Apache Nation members Laurie 
Kaaelcuahiwi and Desirea Huey hosted the 
YAN youth group during the activity. 



YAN youth group take a pose with Hopi Nation visitors at Montezuma Well. (Photo 
by Don Decker) 
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Nation recognizes oldest living veteran 


By Trapper Moore 

Rez Media Group 

On November 11, during the 
Yavapai- Apache Nation's Annual Vet- 
erans Day Ceremony, the Nation rec- 
ognized its oldest living veteran, Stan- 
ley Jackson. Jackson was recognized as 
a World War II veteran and celebrating 
his 90th birthday. 

During the event Jackson said, “You 
don't know what you are missing until 
you are in a foreign country. It makes 
you appreciate what we have here in 
the United States. The service taught 
me a lot about life and a lot about 
the world, and I have never taken for 
granted the freedoms we have here in 


this country.'' 

Stanley David Jackson, originally 
known by his Apache name “Dilhion" 
was born to the late Clara Quesada and 
Joe Dilhion and is an enrolled member 
of the Yavapai-Apache Nation. Jackson 
is of the Rocky Cliffs “tischae'hisk'idn" 
clan. 

Jackson served in World War II in Ja- 
pan and said, “I wanted to get into the 
military and I did it by lying about my 
age. I was 17 at the time and from that 
point on I grew up in the military and 
was taught discipline.'' 

After returning from the war, Jack- 
son married and started a family. In 
his community, Jackson has served 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation as a Tribal 


Leader and was instrumental in the es- 
tablishment of Indian gaming for the 
Nation. He served many years as the 
Chairman of the Cliff Castle Casino 
Gaming Board. 

Jackson stated, “I lied about my age. 
Everyone I knew was already drafted 
and I wanted to get into the war. It was 
a defining experience for my life and 
my favorite memory from the war was 
when the war ended! There isn't much 
I can do to give back at my age, but I 
have enjoyed serving my people, veter- 
ans and country and I am just happy to 
be a part of the Yavapai-Apache com- 
munity." 



During the 

Yavapai- 

Apache 

Nation's Annu- 
al Veterans 
Day Ceremo- 
ny, the Nation 
recognized its 
oldest living 
veteran, Stan- 
ley J ackson, 
left. Also pic- 
tured, Tribal 
Council Chair- 
man Thomas 
Beauty. (Photo 
by Trapper 
Moore) 


New social service director 
brings varied experiences 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

If you get the notion to 
surf on the Internet look up 
St. Paul Island. It is about 
750 miles west of Anchor- 
age, Alaska ! This is where 
Ray DiQuarto, the new so- 
cial service director, spent 
5 months taking care of the 
foster care program for the 
Tribal Government of St. 
Paul Island as Family Service 
Division Manager. 

St. Paul Island is only 40 
square miles of land mass 
and was first established in 
J788 by Russian fur traders. 
St. Paul Island also has the 
distinction of having only 
J bar,J post office, J small 
store and J church. 

In the winter, be prepared 
to be greeted by the cold, 
snowy and windy winters 
said DiQuarto, who flew out 
often to the rest of Alaska to 
serve the foster care needs of 
Alaska Native Aleutian chil- 
dren and families. 

" I traveled to such places 
as Bethel, a wind blown pen- 
insula and King Cove, a fish- 
ing village and Nome which 
is mainly a mining and fish- 
ing town," said DiQuarto . 

Just the thought of the 
Bering Sea lapping on the 
shores of Nome is enough 
to drive anyone south to the 
warm country of Arizona. 

Before his 5 month stint 
on St. Paul Island, DiQuarto 
worked in Trenton, North 
Dakota loading crude oil on 
railroad cars for 2 months 
from November of 20J4 to 
the end of this past January 
of 20J5. 

You may have seen 
boom-town episodes of oil 
drilling on Discovery Chan- 
nel about Trenton. The win- 
ters there doesn't move 
above J5 degrees above zero 
for weeks. 

“I found out with that 
work, that I hated it," said 
DiQuarto (with emphasis) 
about his experiences as a 
Transload Operator filling 
railroad tankers with crude 
oil. 

Time Warp 

Diquarto's professional 
experiences takes him back 
further when he was em- 
ployed at the Sisters of Prov- 
idence Hospital/St. Joseph 
Medical Center in Burbank, 
California from J992-93 as 


Surgery 
Equipment 
Technician 
responsible 
for all sur- 
gery equip- 
ment oper- 
ating qual- 
ity includ- 
ing endo- 
scopic and 
neurological 
equipment. 

DiQuarto 
possesses 
an A.A. Degree in General 
Studies and a B.A. in Psy- 
chology from the University 
of Alaska in Anchorage in 
the class of J99 J He worked 
in Anchorage for the Sisters 
of Providence Hospital, the 
sister hospital to the one lo- 
cated in Burbank during this 
period. 

DiQuarto said he was a 
surgical technician steriliz- 
ing surgery instruments and 
assisted with surgery as “...a 
tool passer" at the Anchor- 
age hospital. 

In May of J993 he arrived 
in Reno, Nevada to work for 
the State of Nevada where 
he began his social service 
career. 

From June, J993 until 
January 2000, he was a Ther- 
apeutic Foster Parent for the 
State of Nevada. 

Then, in January, 200 J to 
November of 20J4, his lon- 
gest stint in his profession, 
DiQuarto provided social 
services for children, fam- 
ilies, and adults as a part- 
time Nevada Medicaid Con- 
tractor in addition to work- 
ing full time for the State of 
Nevada. 

Present day 

DiQuarto was appointed 
director of Social Service for 
the Nation in August of this 
year. 

“It is important to keep 
foster children in the homes 
closely identified with the 
culture of the children. The 
Nation has to protect the 
children and to re-unify the 
children (with their families) 
and not break them apart," 
said DiQuarto. 

“I am thoroughly happy 
with being chosen for the 
position of director. It's a 
great opportunity to help 
Yavapai-Apache Nation in 
regards to streamlining and 
to improve the social service 
delivery system". 



Ray 

DiQuarto 

Social service 
director 



harvest festival 

The Agriculture Resource department had a harvest fes- 
tival in mid-October and the Nation’s youth and some of 
the parents had the opportunity to participate on a hay- 
ride through the Nation’s agriculture fields. (Photo by Don 
Decker) 


Public defender's office adds two staffers 


The Office of the Public 
Defender is pleased to wel- 
come two employees to the 
Yavapai-Apache Nation Tribal 
Courts, Nadine Honwytewa 
Espinoza, Tribal Court Advo- 
cate and Apphia Shirley, Of- 
fice Manager/Mediator. 

Nadine and Apphia hold 
the responsibility to uphold 
the mission and support the 
work of the Office of the Pub- 
lic Defender. 

As the Tribal Court Advo- 
cate, Ms. Espinoza is respon- 
sible for giving legal advice 
in the law of the Yavapai-Apache Na- 
tion, assisting tribal members with 
legal matters and representing tribal 
members in the Yavapai-Apache 
Tribal Court. 

Nadine holds a Paralegal Diploma 
in Criminal Law, an Associates of Arts 
with High Honors and is currently 
working to enroll at Northern Arizona 
University to finish her Bachelor of 
Arts in Criminal Justice. 

A member of the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation, Nadine was born on the Hopi 
Reservation in the Village of Shun- 


gopavi, she is the 
mother of four beauti- 
ful daughters and one 
son, all who've blessed 
her with J3 grandchil- 
dren. 

As a longtime res- 
ident of Chicago, IL, 
Nadine has worked 
in data entry, quality 
control, as a Parale- 
gal with an Immigra- 
tion Law Office as well 
as with a Bankruptcy 
Law Office and cur- 
rently also works part-time as 
a dispatcher. 

Bringing her creative side to light, 
Nadine is looking forward to start 
painting and playing the piano in her 
free time. 

Apphia Shirley is responsible for 
maintaining the daily operations of 
the Public Defender's Office as the 
Office Manager/Mediator. It is also 
her responsibility to assist the Public 
Defender with filing, keeping records 
updated and facilitating Mediation 
services for clients, as needed. 

Ms. Shirley, holds a Bachelor of In- 


terdisciplinary Studies with 
concentrations in Anthro- 
pology and Business from 
Arizona State University. 
She grew up on the Middle 
Verde Reservation where she 
is a member of the Yavapai- 
Apache Nation. 

Prior to joining the Public 
Defender's Office, Ms. Shirley 
was a cofounder of Rez Media 
Group, specializing in Pub- 
lic Relations, Graphic Design, 
and Multi-Media Communi- 
cations. 

Ms. Shirley has most recently 
worked with the Executive Office 
with the Nation's Public Relations 
Office and previously as an Intern 
with the Heard Museum and with the 
American Indian Policy Institute at 
ASU. With an interest in Legal Studies 
and Public Affairs, Apphia is looking 
forward to going to graduate school 
in the future to pursue a Juris Doctor 
Degree or a Master of Public Policy 
Degree. 

Apphia enjoys reading, photog- 
raphy and spending time with her 
family. 



Nadine 

Honwytewa 

Espinoza 

Tribal Court 
advocate, 



Apphia 

Shirley 

Office manager 
and mediator 


Holiday recipes 


Easy Awesome 
Toffee 

Ingredients 

2 cups of real but- 
ter 

2 cups of white 
sugar 

V4 teaspoon of salt 

2 cups of semi- 
sweet chocolate 
chips, or bar semi- 
sweet chocolate 

J cup of finely 
chopped almonds (to spice this rec- 
ipe up, you can also use crushed 
candy canes, or whatever other top- 
pings you find fun) 

Instructions: 

In a large saucepan, combine the 
butter, sugar and salt. Cook over me- 
dium heat, stirring until the butter 
is melted. Allow to come to a boil, 
and cook until the mixture becomes 
a dark amber color, and the tempera- 


ture has reached 285°F, stirring occa- 
sionally. 

While the toffee is cooking, cover 
a large baking sheet with aluminum 
foil or parchment paper. 

As soon as the toffee reaches 285°F, 
pour it out onto the prepared baking 
sheet. 

Sprinkle the chocolate over the 
top, and let it set for a minute or two 
to soften. Spread the chocolate into 
a thin even layer once it is melted. 
Sprinkle the chopped almonds over 
the chocolate, and press in slightly. 
You can put a plastic bag over your 
hand which will minimize the mess. 

Place the toffee in the refrigerator 
to chill until set. Break into pieces, 
and store in an airtight container. 

Gingerbread Cheesecake Dip 

Ingredients 

J 8-ounce package of cream 
cheese, softened 

X A cup of brown sugar 

T4 cup of powdered sugar, sifted 


3 tablespoons of molasses 

J teaspoon of ground ginger 

J teaspoon of ground cinnamon 

J teaspoon dash nutmeg 

4 ounces of Cool Whip (or any 
whipped topping) 

Instructions 

Beat the cream cheese until 
smooth, about J minute. 

Add the brown and powdered 
sugar and molasses. Beat on medium 
speed until smooth and combined, 
about J minute. 

Add the ginger, cinnamon, and 
nutmeg and mix until combined. 

Add the Cool Whip and beat until 
combined, about 30 seconds. 

Transfer dip to a serving bowl, 
place in your refrigerator until 
chilled. After it's chilled it's ready to 
serve with graham crackers, short- 
bread cookies, or anything else for a 
yummy treat. 

The dip, if stored in an airtight 
container, will stay for up to J week in 
your refrigerator. 



By Trina 
Bentley 

YAN Legal 
Office 



Come join us as we celebrate the most wonderful 
time of the year, Christmas! Bring the kids, as 
Santa Claus will be making a special appearance. 
We will be having hot chocolate, cookies, raffles St 
prizes and don't forget about the presents! 

We wish to see you and your families there. 
Happy Holidays! 


Middle Verde Recreation/Gymnasium 

For more information contact our staff at: 

(928)567-1024 


TIME: 6P.M. -9P.M. 

^ j 
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Veterans Day with Yavapai-Apache Nation 


By Don Decker 

YAN News 

Under calm skies and warm No- 
vember weather, veterans gathered 
at the Veteran's Memorial Park on 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation to be 
honored for their service in the mil- 
itary. The oldest veteran in atten- 
dance was 89 year old Stanley Jack- 
son who was only 18 years old in 
1944 when he joined the U.S. Army 
with the 81st Infantry Division Sig- 
nal Battalion. This Army unit re- 
mains notorious to this day for re- 
lieving the 1st Marine Division that 
were clamped down on the island 
of Peleliu, September of 1944 in the 
Philippines. 

It was suppose to take 4 days to 
take the island in Palaus, a strategic 
airstrip but it turned into a 2- month 
battle. The Japanese were dug in 
and heavily fortified. The 1st Marine 
Division were eventually evacuated 
and Jackson's 81st Infantry Division 
continued the battle. They did not 
“mop up" as some accounts would 
state but literally took command of 
driving out the last of the resisters. 

Because of Jackson's unit's suc- 
cess, they were able to make the at- 
tacks on Iwo Jima an Okinawa eas- 
ier. 

Wednesday Ceremony 

The opening ceremony con- 
sisted of posting of the colors by 
the Yavapai-Apache Nation's Honor 
Color guard composed of veter- 
ans Sgt. Larry Jackson, Brian Mar- 
quez, Caleb Rundlett, Marvin Re- 
deye, and Cindy Nahee. Ted Pa- 
vatea's Southern Drum brought in 
the honor guard for posting of the 
colors. Lorie Ortega, peace officer 
for the Yavapai-Apache Nation sang 
the National Anthem as the honor 
guard held their salutes to the flags. 
Ortega is a member of the Hopi 
Tribe. 

After invocation by Sgt. Jackson, 
who is also a minister of a church in 
Clarkdale, Jackson gave a brief his- 
tory of American Indian's involve- 
ment in the military with respect to 
the ratio of enlistment and overall 
representation in all branches of the 
Armed Services. 

Over 45 veterans participated in 
this event with Conrad Victor, a San 
Carlos Apache elder who had social 
ties to the Nation through his mar- 
riage to the late Dolly Victor trav- 
eled the farthest for this event. 

Chairman Thomas Beauty spoke 
to the crowds on a personable basis 
about his relationship to the mean- 
ing of Veteran's Day. 

Honors 

Members of the Prescott's Inter- 
tribal Warrior's Society under the 
leadership of Sgt. Alfonso Santillion, 
a 2-time Purple Heart recipient of 
the Vietnam War led the honoring 
of veterans with ribbon-metals for 
the veterans. 

During this honoring ceremony, 
the Southern Drum under Ted Pa- 
vatea and grandson Thomas Pa- 
vatea sang the honor songs in slow 
cadence and ended with a flourish. 

The Nation's royalties led by 
Chairman Beauty also gave special 
gifts to the Veterans. These gifts in- 
cluded a matted watercolor mea- 
suring 16" by 12" depicting tribal 
members in their uniforms that rep- 
resented the 4 branches of the mil- 
itary with the caption, “Honoring 
Our Veterans" and the date, a t-shirt 
with the Nations flags and the U.S. 
flag covered by an eagle with the 
word 'Veteran' at the top and a cof- 
fee cup with the Nation's logo. 

Activities 

Sam Plunkett, Hawaiian, Nation's 
social member through marriage 
to Delores, cooked a delicious meal 
composed of chiclcen/porlc/rice 
and cabbage (read about Plunkett's 
cooking from last month's issue) 
that was enjoyed by all. The noon 
meal was a good departure from the 
regular frybread and beans. 

Throughout the entire event, the 
Nation's royalty had various draw- 
ings that gave away bagged gifts and 
gift cards from WalMart. A minia- 
ture Indian camo-teepee donated 
by Jeff Boyd, Minnesota Indian and 
Vietnam Veteran, was one of the 
top prizes including 2-$50 gift cards 
from Walmart. 

Later in the afternoon, Apache 
singers led by Delmondo Cypress, 
San Carlos Apache and social mem- 
ber at YAN along with YAN mem- 
bers Nathan Ibarra, Lucas Evans 
and Darin Smith sang 4 traditional 
songs concluding with a blessing 
song. 

The traditional gourd dancing 
continued into the afternoon led by 
the Prescott Inter-Tribal Warriors 
Society with Ted Pavatea providing 
the spiritual songs with a Southern 
Drum. 





Clockwise from top: Veterans hold flags during the annual Veterans Day ceremony at the Nation's Veterans Memorial Park. Veterans 
line up to receive their special gifts. Annabelle Ibarra (left) First Attendant to Princess and Nolani Victor, Tiny Tot help with handing 
out gifts to the veterans. Cornell Pavatea helps with the family drumming. Marvin Redeye from Onadaga Nation, New York retires the 
colors. Lori Ortega sings the National anthem. Chairman Thomas Beauty shares a special moment with the visitors and participants. 
Brian Marquez leads the way as the colors are posted at the beginning of the ceremony. (Photos courtesy of Bill Helm) 








